
 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OFFICES’ RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)  
Dates Submitted: March 13-May 14, 2020 

*Responses are subject to changes* 

 

14th Judicial District, Tennessee 

 

Most court proceedings have been cancelled through the end of the month. We will hold necessary hearings for 

those in custody with respect to arraignments, bonds, preliminary hearings, guilty pleas, orders of protection 

and anything else to make sure defendants’ and victims’ rights are protected as well as addressing public safety 

demands. We have the capability to do this by video from our jail to our courts. As to previously scheduled 

court dates for “non-essential” matters and non-custodial defendants, a schedule was publicly released that 

resets all the cases for each date to another date in April or May.  

 

Order Manchester TN.pdf
 

 

 

Province of Ontario, Canada 

 

Court System 

 

• Jury trials are cancelled: 

 

https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/covid-19/  

 

 

Sumner County, Kansas 

 

Office 

 

• No meetings with members of the general public in person--all communications with the general public 

will be done over the phone 

• Communication with law enforcement, attorneys, and social workers will still be done in person 

 

Court System 

 

• All civil and criminal jury trial have been continued that were scheduled through May 1, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontariocourts.ca/scj/covid-19/
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Clay County, South Dakota   

 

Court System 

• Canvassing cases regarding 24/7 conditions and addressing bond modification on a case by case basis 

• Limiting the number of cases coming in to do twice daily Portable Breath Tests (PBTs) (looking to 

utilize more SCRAM bracelets if possible 

• Potentially using more ITV appearances for court appearances to avoid crowded courtrooms 

• More liberal continuances for routine court appearances; but also being cognizant to space them out so 

not bottle-necking super large court dates in May/June. 

• State Supreme Court declared a State of Judicial Emergency, so judicial rules could be suspended 

o Specific rule modifications up to each individual circuit 

• Communication with public defender’s office about avoiding grand juries for the time being   

 

 

Franklin County, Maine 

Court System 

• Emergency Order issued from the Maine Supreme Judicial Court regarding cancellation of in-person 

hearings until at least May 1, 2020. 

 
Franklin County -- Farmington ME.pdf

 

Berkshire County, Massachusetts 

Office 

• Office is closed to non-staff members, including state police, local law enforcement, victims, and 

witnesses 

• Staff to hold all meetings remotely except in very rare circumstances necessitating in person meetings to 

happen off site 
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• Enacted protocols to limit exposure of staff to potential virus by splitting them into teams so that in the 

event that one team must be quarantined, we have another team ready to go 

Court System 

• Removal of jury trials and evidentiary hearings from the docket  

• Working with the trial court judges to ensure that individuals held pretrial on dangerousness are not 

released into the community and that those that require monitoring continue to be monitored 

• Advocating to keep grand jury open in order to obtain indictments in serious cases where individuals 

must be held 

• Monitoring the effect of further isolation on crime victims during times of social distancing and 

encouraging victims to be proactive in seeking help 

• State Supreme Court has ordered no new juries be empaneled until 4/21 and has ordered the court house 

closed to persons who are ill or exposed to Covid-19 

• Extending current grand jury beyond their originally scheduled dates with instructions to use them as 

necessary-for example to obtain murder indictments against people that are held. 

• Trial courts issued orders re: limiting trials and non-evidentiary hearings and holding hearings 

telephonically. 

• Sheriffs are not transporting incarcerated people to the courthouses. I feel confident that my office will 

continue our essential work for the duration.  

FW__Berkshire_DA's_Statement_On_Covid-19.zip
 

State of Oklahoma 

 

Court System 

 

• State Supreme Court issued an Administrative Directive regarding court dockets and trials for the next 

few weeks.  This is a joint effort between the state Supreme Court and the Court of Criminal Appeals, 

the highest courts in Oklahoma for civil and criminal appeals 

 

 
SCAD-2020-24.pdf

 

 

8th Judicial District, New Mexico 

 

Office 

 

• Moved to a platoon or split squad work schedule to minimize the amount of personnel in the office at 

any given time 

• Working to enable remote access for support staff to work from home 
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Court System 

 

• State Supreme Court issued a directive to the 

courts (right image) 

• Chief judge in the district has canceled/postponed 

all trials, including criminal trial, until at least mid-

April 

Canceled Grand Jury presentations until at least 

mid-April 

• Worked with the district public defender to arrange 

for waiver of arraignments and agree to as many 

Conditions of Release for those defendants where 

the prosecutor’s office has not filed a Petition for 

Pretrial Detention/No Bond Hold 

• Working to file as many Stipulated Motions with 

the court to avoid any unnecessary hearings in 

court, effectively trying to limit court hearings to 

probation violation revocations, dispositive or 

suppression motions, and change of plea hearings.   

 

 

State of Nebraska 

 

Court System 

 

• State Supreme Court issued an order to the courts:  

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/Administration/emergency/order3.12.20.pdf 

• New General Order No. 2020-07 IN RE Video Teleconferencing for Criminal Proceedings 
 

 

Denver County, Colorado 

 

Office 

 

• Requiring staff with the proper equipment to work from home 

• Chiefs of each unit will work with staff to stagger appearances in court and in the office so that 

everything is covered but they won’t have as many people in the office or the courtrooms 

• All staff will be paid whether they are working from home, from the office or unable to work.  

 

Court System 

 

• Judges are currently working, by case class, to develop strategies for continuances and decrease 

appearances, while maintaining protection orders and other necessary matters 

 

 

 

 

 

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/Administration/emergency/order3.12.20.pdf
https://www.ned.uscourts.gov/internetDocs/pom/orders/GO_2020-07.pdf
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Island County, Washington 

  

Office 

 

• Delay filing non-violent criminal Informations (we charge all felonies by Information) until further 

notice. Evaluating violent felonies on a case by case basis 

• Working with the local jail to identify prisoners that can be furloughed, or released pending trial 

 

Court System 

 

• State Supreme Court has issued a general order effectively granting the Superior Courts (courts of 

general jurisdiction) and District Courts (limited jurisdiction) the authority to suspend such rules, 

including speedy trial rules, as necessary to meet the goals of the public health recommendations and the 

Governor’s emergency proclamation 

• Over the course of the past weeks, Superior Courts around the state (essentially each of our 39 counties 

has its own Superior Court) have been issuing emergency orders delaying certain types of cases, 

suspending hearings, and limiting which jurors must appear (only young and healthy) 

• The second largest jurisdiction’s court issued an order effectively shutting down the Superior Court, 

except for a very few telephonic hearings, and video hearings  

• Civil motions will be decided without argument 

• Jury trials are continued until “at least” April 24 (criminal) and June 1 (civil) 

 

On March 18, 2020, the Washington’s State Supreme Court shut down their court system until April 24, 2020.  

All civil and criminal cases are paused until then. Learn more here. 

  

 

Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

Office 

• Effective Monday, March 16, onsite Suffolk District Attorney’s Office staff will be reduced to 

‘skeleton’ or essential levels 

• All prosecutors will request a 60-day continuance in cases in which the individual charged with a crime 

is not in custody. This request will include the Boston Municipal Court, the Chelsea District Court, the 

Juvenile Courts in Suffolk County and Suffolk Superior Court 

• Prosecutors will request a delay in the empanelment of the next scheduled sitting of the special grand 

jury for an additional 30 days. The regular grand jury will remain sitting and intact and will in no way 

compromise the presentation of the most serious and violent cases 

• https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/coronavirus-suffolk-district-attorney-rachael-rollins-

announces-her-staff-will-be-reduced-to-skeleton-crew-in-response-to-covid-19.html 

Court System 

 

• The Suffolk County House of Correction and the Massachusetts Department of Correction are 

suspending visitation. Learn more on updated information here. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/c7clq8cnxzlr3he/supreme%20court%20order-3-18-2020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/coronavirus-suffolk-district-attorney-rachael-rollins-announces-her-staff-will-be-reduced-to-skeleton-crew-in-response-to-covid-19.html
https://www.masslive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/coronavirus-suffolk-district-attorney-rachael-rollins-announces-her-staff-will-be-reduced-to-skeleton-crew-in-response-to-covid-19.html
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local-news/2020/03/19/rollins-moves-to-release-sick-elderly-inmates-from-prison-to-avoid-coronavirus-infections
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New Hanover and Pender Counties, North Carolina 

Court System 

 

• Criminal courts only open for the following:  

• First Appearances (jail defendants only) 

• Bond hearings (jail defendants only) 

• Probation hearings (jail defendants only) 

• Probable cause hearings (jail defendants only) 

• And any other non-jury hearings for jail defendants 

• Civil courts only open for the following: 

o Domestic Violence Protective Orders 

o Temporary Restraining Orders 

o Civil Commitment Orders 

o All small claims actions 

o Special Proceedings 

o Juvenile Custody Orders 

o Estate Proceedings 

 

https://www.wect.com/2020/03/13/jury-trials-postponed-five-county-area-next-week/ 

 

 

Westchester County, New York  

 

Office 

• With the exception of court appearances, all interaction with outside agencies, such as meetings and 

training sessions, must occur by phone or via the internet, or must be canceled. 

• Interviews with witnesses and victims should take place by phone when possible and appropriate. 

• In addition, all travel on behalf of our office is canceled. 

 

https://news.hamlethub.com/chappaqua/life/2676-westchester-county-district-attorney-operations-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak  

 

 

County of Maui, Hawaii 

 

Court System  

 

• Hawaii State Judiciary is asking any potential juror who has a fever, cough, or other respiratory 

symptoms; has returned to Hawaii within the last 14days after traveling internationally; or who has 

COVID-19 or has been in close contact with a person who has or is suspected of having COVID-19 to 

call the court to reschedule your jury service.  

• The courts have also redoubled their efforts to clean high-traffic areas more frequently, including 

restrooms, elevators, door handles, bannisters, counters, tables, chairs, and benches 

• Attorneys and self-represented litigants whose scheduled appearances require inter-island travel may ask 

to appear telephonically or by video conference as permitted by court rules. 

• On March 19, 2020, Hawaii shut down all courts until April 30, 2020.  

https://www.wect.com/2020/03/13/jury-trials-postponed-five-county-area-next-week/
https://news.hamlethub.com/chappaqua/life/2676-westchester-county-district-attorney-operations-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://news.hamlethub.com/chappaqua/life/2676-westchester-county-district-attorney-operations-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
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Bullitt County, Kentucky 

 

Court System 

 

• The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has issued an order that essentially suspends all criminal cases 

where the defendant is not in custody until April 10th 

• Will use a video link to the Corrections Center to handle in custody arraignments, bond hearings, guilty 

pleas, and revocation hearings 

  

San Diego County, California 

Court System 

• The juvenile courts are consolidating into two departments to minimize the number of attorneys 

appearing in court 

• The courts are also allowing the youth in custody to appear via skype when appropriate and out of 

custody youth can appear via phone 

• The courts, public defenders and DA’s have met to discuss continuing most out of custody court 

hearings for a few weeks 

• On March 21, 2020, San Diego County announced its plan for non-violent inmates to be considered for 

early release. Learn more here. 

Office 

• Allowing the DDA’s who are not needed in court to work from home in preparing their cases 

 

Davidson County, Tennessee  

Court System 

• State Supreme Court's ORDER SUSPENDING IN-PERSON COURT PROCEEDINGS, filed March 13, 

2020 in the matter of IN RE: COVID-19 PANDEMIC - ADM2020-00428. 

Fwd__IN_RE__COVID-19_PANDEMIC_-_Order_ADM2020-00428.zip
 

http://www.tncourts.gov/  

 

Des Moines County, Iowa 

Court System 

• The Chief Justice has signed a supervisory order detailing preparations aimed at minimizing 

coronavirus/COVID-19 impact on the services the judicial branch provides Iowans. The order is posted 

https://fox5sandiego.com/news/local-news/non-violent-inmates-considered-for-early-release-due-to-court-closures/
http://www.tncourts.gov/
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on the Iowa Judicial Branch COVID-19 Information and Updates webpage 

at https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/covid-19-information-and-updates/   

031220_COVID-19_Order.pdf
 

 

State of Florida 

Court System 

• No grand juries to be convened, no trials to occur, no jury pools to be summoned 

• Speedy trial period has been tolled for all criminal and juvenile proceedings 

https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/content/download/631744/7178881/AOSC20-13.pdf   

FW__COVID-19_Update_-_FAQ_by_JAC.zip
 

• As of May 13, a few State Attorneys are returning staff to their offices under controlled settings now and 

others will be over the next few weeks. A couple are waiting until July. Courts will be encouraged to 

start re-opening albeit largely with remote proceedings in June, and no trials are allowed anywhere in 

Florida until July, if then.   

 

Salt Lake County, Utah 

 

 Court System 

• ALL jury trials are continued – including for in custody defendants – for at least three weeks.  If you 

have a trial set before April 3, 2020, it will need to be rescheduled 

• Absent an exigency, the next court dates for cases with out of custody defendants will be at least 45 days 

out (after May 1, 2020) 

• Debt Collection, Landlord/Tenant, Supplemental Hearing and Probate calendars are cancelled and will 

be rescheduled for a date after April 3, 2020 

• All civil & domestic hearings and bench trials are canceled and will be rescheduled after April 3, 2020. 

Phone conferences will replace hearings when practicable 

• Except for Protective Order Hearings, all commissioner hearings are canceled and will be rescheduled 

after April 3, 2020. Phone conferences will replace hearings when practicable 

• All therapeutic courts are cancelled and will be reset after April 3, 2020  

• The court and its staff will remain available to handle any exigent matters 

• All specialty courts have been cancelled for 3 weeks 

• All jury trials have been cancelled for 3 weeks 

• Any non-essential hearings involving out of custody defendants are being continued 45 days   

• The prison has stopped transporting prisoners to court.  We have some video court capabilities so some 

hearings will be handled via video.   

• Juvenile probation team has cancelled all face to face meetings, drug testing, classes etc. everything is to 

be done over the phone 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iowacourts.gov%2Fiowa-courts%2Fcovid-19-information-and-updates%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNBunn%40ndaajustice.org%7C88d242a8058b4c70872208d7c7974d94%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197325108026804&sdata=Z8jr4WyYnz4BA2fyqULArGTyuB%2F4AUkjqAkWAGno9uM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.floridasupremecourt.org/content/download/631744/7178881/AOSC20-13.pdf
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• Juvenile public defenders are not meeting with clients in person and have been told not to come to their 

office but to work from home.  

• Victim advocate/counseling team is not doing in person appointments 

• Signage is being posted around the courthouse and office with hygiene information to encourage hand 

washing, we already had sanitizer stations throughout the office  

• The county updated the sick leave policy to ensure people stay home to allow work from home options. 

Additionally, paid leave for benefit non-eligible employees is being offered and benefited employees are 

being offered paid admin leave if their sick banks drop below 40 hours.  

• We have an email/text blast system in place to provide any urgent updates. 

• The State Bar has lifted the limit on online CLE and has cancelled group events 

General Order 20-009 Court Proceedings and Court Operations.pdf
 

 

Alberta Province, Canada 

Court System 

• Cancelling jury trials until May 31st 

• There will be greater latitude to have parties, including witnesses use video and audio links 

• Lawyers can phone in to court for mundane scheduling/arraignment matters 

• Release will be encouraged as it relates to bail 

• For now bench trials will continue, but as virus cases increase, in custody matters take priority over with 

dwindling staff. 

Franklin County, Ohio 

 

Corona (003).docx
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State of Montana 

Court System 

• Chief Justice of the Montana Supreme Court issued the below order   

COVID-19 Memo from Chief Justice McGrath.pdf
 

 

Leavenworth County, Kansas  

 

Court System 

 

Courts are looking at suspending jury trials until April or May. Our Chief Justice asked the Courts to implement 

a plan that only utilize emergency functions.  

 

 

16th Judicial Circuit, Kentucky 

Court System 

• Kentucky has cancelled all court appearances for defendants who are not incarcerated until after April 

10 

• All civil cases are cancelled until after April 10 

• The only cases being heard are emergency domestic violence cases, emergency family court cases, and 

criminal cases for incarcerated defendants. 

• ROR’ing defendants in all non-violent and non-sex offenses 

• All incarcerated defendants will appear in court via closed circuit TV 

• All but two meetings of the grand jury in March and April have been cancelled 

• Resolving as many cases as possible by information to bypass the grand jury 

• Judges are scheduling change of plea dates in May or later 

• Banned non-employees from our office, even police officers 

• As many meetings as possible by phone or video conference. Any face to face meetings that must take 

place are being done externally. 

AdminOrder2020-08ReCOVID-19Emergency.pdf
 

8th Judicial Circuit, Florida 

 

Court System 

 

• Administrative Order entered today by Chief Justice Cannady regarding covid-19 emergency procedures 

• All jury trials are suspended from March 16 through March 27. 

• Speedy Trial time limits are suspended during this time. 



 

Page 11 of 27 

 

• All rules limiting the use of communication equipment to conduct hearings are suspended during this 

time.  

• Judges allow inmates to appear by videoconference from the jail in all proceedings whenever possible. 

• Judges allow the presence of Defendants to be waived, whenever possible. 

• Judges, Court Staff, Clerks of the Court, and Court Security jointly develop a plan for the handling of 

any mass dockets for which they are responsible, which allows for the separation of those waiting to be 

heard into smaller groups through the use of additional “waiting courtrooms” or hallways.      

 

AOSC20-13 In re COVID-19 Emergency Procedures in the Florida State Courts.pdf
 

 

 

Tribal Prosecutors Office, Pablo, Montana  

Court System 

• Rescheduled all jury trials for March and April.  Before they resume there will be a screening process 

for potential jurors about COVID-19 

• All routine criminal court appearances for the next two weeks are rescheduled 

• Criminal court appearances will be limited for that two-week period to those in custody 

• Went through jail roster and have resolved as many cases as possible, releasing a number of individuals 

• Law enforcement has been encouraged to only do custodial arrests for crimes of violence 

• Even though court appearances have been radically reduced there will be a prosecutor and a staff person 

in the office on all business days. The remaining attorneys will continue to produce complaints from 

home, telecommuting and porting in to their desktop computers 

• Will have to significantly increase the number of days we do court appearances to clear out the backlog 

upon return 

• Working to come up with a staggered court schedule to avoid have large numbers of individuals in the 

courtroom. 

 

Nova Scotia, Canada 

Court System 

• All jury trials have been suspended for 60 days 

 

Whiteside County, Illinois 

In Re Coronavirus (COVID-19)  Precautions.pdf
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Audubon County, Iowa 

Office 

 

• Purchased the equipment requisite for all staff to work from home indefinitely 

• Calls are being forwarded to employees’ cell phones, and are working from laptops/tablets 

 

Court System 

 

• Supreme Court has instructed to have telephonic court when at all possible 

• Chief judge sent out an email asking attorneys to waive speedy trial obligations and then continue out 

hearings, so we have a grace period for a while.   

 

 

State of North Carolina 

Court System 

MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:            Judicial Branch Employees 

FROM:        NCAOC Director McKinley Wooten, Jr. 

DATE:         March 13, 2020 

SUBJECT:    NCAOC Temporary Audio Video Policy 

 

NCAOC has received several inquiries from court officials about the ability to conduct court proceedings 

through audio video procedures in order to minimize in-person proceedings, and thereby, reduce the risk of 

transmission of COVID-19. Various General Statutes authorize conducting certain court proceedings via audio 

video transmission. With limited exceptions, each statute requires prior NCAOC approval for both the 

procedures and equipment. However, the time required for these approvals is impractical in the current 

situation. 

In response to these concerns, we are providing a temporary pre-approval for the use of audio video procedures, 

when authorized by statute, in lieu of requiring each county to submit an individual request for approval. This 

pre-approval for the use of audio video procedures applies if both of the following two conditions are satisfied: 

1)    There is a statute authorizing the use of audio video procedures to conduct the hearing in question. Audio 

video procedures currently are authorized by the following statutes: 

• G.S. 7B-1906(h) (continued custody review hearing) 

• G.S. 15A-245(a)(3) (search warrant) 

• G.S. 15A-304(d)(3) (arrest warrant) 

• G.S. 15A-511(a1) (initial appearance) 

• G.S. 15A-532(b) & (c) (release conditions) 
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• G.S. 15A-601(a1) & (a2) (first appearance) 

• G.S. 15A-941(b) & (c) (arraignment) 

• G.S. 50B-2(e) (ex parte domestic violence protective order) 

• G.S. 50C-6(e) (ex parte civil no-contact order) 

• G.S. 122C-268(g) (inpatient commitment) 

2)    The equipment and procedures satisfy the following minimum basic requirements: 

• The parties to the proceeding must be able to see and hear each other; 

• The defendant / respondent must be able to communicate fully and confidentially with counsel, if the 

defendant / respondent has counsel; 

• If the proceeding is confidential (e., juvenile or inpatient commitment), the procedures must be 

reasonably secure to preserve the confidentiality of the proceeding; and 

• If the hearing must be recorded, the procedures must have recording capability. 

Please note that this pre-approval does not authorize remote testimony for dispositive proceedings, e.g., trials; 

those are case-by-case determinations and are allowed only where authorized by the North Carolina General 

Statutes. See G.S. 15A-1225.1, et seq. 

Until further notice, we will not be approving individual requests for audio video procedures. We encourage 

court officials to follow this temporary policy in determining whether to use audio video procedures for a court 

proceeding. However, once the public health concerns have passed, we will return to the traditional approval 

process, which may require retroactive approval of any audio video equipment and procedures implemented 

during this temporary pre-approval period. 

Thank you for your dedicated service to our great state. 

Raleigh, North Carolina 

“FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 13, 2020 

Chief Justice Beasley Announces Judicial Branch Response to COVID-19 (Coronavirus) 

RALEIGH – Chief Justice Cheri Beasley 

announced several directives today affecting the operation of the North Carolina 

court system aimed at protecting public safety during the outbreak of COVID-19 

(coronavirus). 

In an order entered today, the Chief Justice has directed that local 

courts postpone most cases in district and superior court for at least 30 days. While 

the work of the courts must continue and courthouses remain open, the first 

priority of the court system must be the health and safety of the public and of the 

employees who serve them. 

“We must be proactive in taking steps to prioritize the health and safety of our 

fellow North Carolinians while also maintaining the integrity of our judicial 

system,” said Chief Justice Beasley. “Today’s order will allow us to drastically 

reduce the exposure caused by crowded sessions of court, which often bring 

hundreds of people at a time into our courthouses.”  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3YvanVkaWNpYWwtZGlyZWN0b3J5L2NoZXJpLWJlYXNsZXkifQ.KifeyA70mIzOxC13-PXbw-n7XY0oiK5b7Jx9V86yIQE%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589828188&sdata=U3bUxjPGtqIuMFThQmk%2BNLIJ%2F%2FZI5FlzkXNrk645pdk%3D&reserved=0


 

Page 14 of 27 

 

Although the superior courts and district courts remain open, effective Monday, March 16, superior court 

and district court proceedings will be rescheduled for at least 30 days, with some exceptions. These 

exceptions include (see more in the Supreme Court Order)  

• the proceeding will be conducted remotely;  

• the proceeding is necessary to preserve the right to due process of law (e.g., a first appearance or bond 

hearing, the appointment of counsel for an indigent defendant, a probation hearing, a probable cause 

hearing, etc.);  

• the proceeding is for the purpose of obtaining emergency relief (e.g., a domestic violence protection 

order, temporary restraining order, juvenile custody order, judicial consent to juvenile medical treatment 

order, civil commitment order, etc.); or  

• the senior resident superior court judge, chief business court judge, or chief district court judge 

determines that the proceeding can be conducted under conditions that protect the health and safety of 

all participants.  

This emergency directive does not apply to any proceeding in which a jury has already been empaneled or to 

any grand juries already empaneled. It also does not prohibit a judge or other judicial officer from exercising 

any in chambers or ex parte jurisdiction conferred by law upon that judge or judicial officer, as provided by 

law.  

Additionally, the superior courts and district courts are encouraged to liberally grant additional accommodations 

to parties, witnesses, attorneys, and others with business before the courts who are at high risk of severe illness 

from COVID-19.   

All counties will post a notice at all court facilities directing any person who has likely been exposed to 

COVID-19 to not enter the courthouse.  Any person who has likely been exposed and has business before the 

courts should contact the clerk of superior court’s office by telephone or other remote means for further 

instruction.  

As the courts work to postpone thousands of cases, court officials will notify parties and their attorneys of new 

hearing and trial dates.   

The Judicial Branch will be providing continuous updated information and answers to frequently asked 

questions on our website, NCcourts.gov. The public is encouraged to visit NCcourts.gov as a first resort to 

determine if a question can be answered without calling the local courthouse.   

Online court services are available for handling some court business, including citation services, paying your 

ticket, court payments, signing up for court date notifications and reminders, eFiling court documents for certain 

courts and case types, and more.  

MORE INFORMATION 

• Read the Supreme Court Order 

• Watch the announcement on the Judicial Branch Facebook page 

• NCcourts.gov 

• Online court services 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3YvIn0.OJ9hGcAW89C35QkE_gtl8GGOhHBXXJxFsDErxFuEx1Y%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589828188&sdata=Qp5YUv%2FiwCtFEpEzRH3TxLRnHoBps7gMNeqB%2FiHbmGw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3YvIn0.9AUrKskHyc3fLis3wQat64DXhTx_Mn1xCL8_qLsWigc%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589838186&sdata=5%2BHtSB2abdZR6doakNIOcy6GvQ%2FVtgzR%2F2nhtjW3Rx8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3Yvc2VydmljZXMifQ.036N7PBZ0rmKYJaytpi6DEvRfS-lxz_1_FN8LSBR2t4%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589838186&sdata=l%2F2uhyt%2BGeyKPyY3Ka1ncVnUo1dnhyLWLjomMwhKi1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3YvYXNzZXRzL25ld3MtdXBsb2Fkcy9DT1ZJRC0xOS0xMy1NYXJjaC0yMDIwLTdBLTM5JTI4YiUyOSUyODIlMjktT3JkZXJfMC5wZGY_c0NlME1lX1lhTEpCUGpZbDRkb1Z2aTRyXzRTbTFaYm49In0.xlSOjTHSI7BSVGwcNI6QDFf7__l55jc0O3yE6exJjDM%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589848172&sdata=uBQO1rCHnFBgOAE4ogauInh4SSfSy97ZBVO1PK1%2FsSk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vTkNjb3VydHMvIn0.PPGUqWAirzYb87TEikP9O-9NTCsgty5BpUQQUeJS8TU%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589848172&sdata=Jggm84XjHX4qNVdzMPwDyA3yOLjhEJr60E25cWUgrXw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3YvIn0.KBvAVnLRw6nXvccOhiHiXK089JWZRp-WiSvldrH7pso%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589848172&sdata=YSVVfhioQaxamyyhsj7sYh6q6eH0F%2BST8UFJas0Kapc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMTMuMTg2OTEyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uY2NvdXJ0cy5nb3Yvc2VydmljZXMifQ.TFdi5KF8KvEptT7En6vEtEl7_yFNu448vAPBDSu4xos%2Fbr%2F76081933275-l&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7Cf927469b6cc94d92dbf008d7c78ed50a%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197288589858169&sdata=DWFiI37GToaKnGzz1KKnI0C7FNmXnGRhr6tsmF0WOzs%3D&reserved=0
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Pennington County, South Dakota 

  

Office 

 

• Two thirds of staff are working from home.  Administrative staff are working in shifts at the office (5-11 

and 11-5) to permit folks to do the things that cannot be done remotely 

• Attorneys are either in court or at home with, of course, some time in the office to gather things to work 

on at home 

• Cancelled in-person meetings other than the most urgent ones 

• Much of our community programming for diversion has also been cancelled/postponed, either by the 

providers or by the hosts. 

 

Court System 

  

• Clearing jail space by releasing virtually all offenders who have no violent history and are not arrested 

on a violent offense 

• Cutting our 24/7 drug and alcohol testing by approximately 90% 

• Issuing citations in lieu of arrests for all misdemeanors other than domestic violence assaults (which, by 

statute, require an arrest) 

• Holding probation/parole violations in abeyance unless they involve violent offenders or new felony 

charges. 

• On March 27, 2020, Pennington County’s State’s Attorney, Mark Vargo, issued a letter to the Criminal 

Justice Community Engagement Workgroup. Learn more here. Additionally view infographic here. 

  
 

 

DeKalb County, Indiana 

 

Court System 

  

• Sent the attached letter to all LE who work in the county to only arrest dangerous persons, and persons 

required by statute (in Indiana, OWI and domestic battery defendants must be arrested on-sight) 

• Regarding long formed charges, using a criminal summons whenever possible, rather than 

warrants. Courts have been advised that these two policies will expire June 1, when we return to more 

appropriate arrests and warrants 

• On criminal summonses, requested the courts to kick them out to May for initial hearings, when we 

otherwise would be requesting speed 

• We asked the courts to temporarily suspend their rule that all criminal defendants personally attend 

status hearing on Mondays at 1pm 

• Over the next 3 days, intend to cull out low risk defendants and medically frail defendants from our 

local jail’s pretrial population 

• If the courthouse is eventually closed, we have loosely discussed meeting with the judge and PD at the 

jail to do initial hearings as necessary 

  

2020-03-11 ALL LEO arrests-signed.pdf
 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1bwfocikqfsxghr/COVID%20Response.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ukm6grcltfq9to3/COVID%20Infographic.pdf?dl=0
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State of New Mexico 

 

Court System  

 

Administrative Office of the Courts 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 March 13, 2020 

  

  

New Mexico courts will remain open despite school closures 

  

SANTA FE – New Mexico state courts will remain open for business although school closures have been 

ordered. 

  

“Courts will take every precaution to protect the community and minimize public health risks from the 

coronavirus while remaining open for business,” Supreme Court Chief Justice Judith K. Nakamura said today. 

“Even during this health emergency our state court system must continue to provide essential justice services to 

the public guaranteed by the Constitution and laws of the United States and New Mexico.” 

  

People are strongly encouraged not to visit courthouses if they recently: 

·         Showed any signs of respiratory infection, fever or cough. 

·         Have been exposed to someone with COVID-19. 

·         Traveled to high-risk countries with widespread transmission of COVID-19. 

·         Visited another state experiencing widespread community transmission of COVID-19. 

  

Jurors should contact their local court before reporting for jury duty if they have traveled to areas with a 

concentration of confirmed coronavirus cases. 

  

The Judiciary has implemented the following measures to minimize the spread of coronavirus and safeguard 

visitors to courthouses and people who work there: 

  

·         Limiting the number of people summoned to jury duty to no more than 25 people. If additional 

jurors are needed, courts will keep them in separate rooms. 

·         Conducting any court proceeding in a manner to minimize contact among people in the 

courtroom. Hearings can be conducted by telephone and video, when possible, to eliminate the need for 

attorneys and litigants to be physically present in a courtroom. 

·         Postponing civil jury trials that have not started, unless there are exceptional circumstances. Civil 

non-jury trials will proceed unless rescheduled by a judge. 

·         Continuing criminal proceedings to ensure protection of constitutional rights, but judges may 

restrict the number of people in courtrooms. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Ftravelers%2Fafter-travel-precautions.html&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7C4ad5d2fbfa7841ffbbd308d7c7913e68%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197298956552397&sdata=PBOTp1jHe8P2KLaruR%2FBJ5GuiXTVbuct39zp3nA%2BxzU%3D&reserved=0


 

Page 17 of 27 

 

·         Limiting the number of inmates transported from jails to courthouses for hearings. 

·         Suspending out-of-state work travel for judicial employees and judges. 

·         Working with local governments and private landlords to ensure enhanced cleaning of 

courthouses.  

·         Jurors who are ill will be immediately released and sent home. 

  

A “find a court” directory with telephone phone numbers for district, magistrate, metropolitan and appellate 

courts is available on the Judiciary’s website. 

  

Court updates related to coronavirus are available on the New Mexico Courts website, and information about 

the state courts also can be found on Twitter at: https://twitter.com/nmcourts  

 

Updated order issued March 17, 2020. Updated article published on March 19, 2020. 

 

 

State of Louisiana 

 

Court System  

 

• Supreme Court of Louisiana Order  

• LASC Chief Letter issued March 12, 2020 

• Additional Measures for COVID-19 Public Health Emergency  

 

State of Maryland 

 

Court System  

 

• IN THE COURT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER ON STATEWIDE 

CLOSING OF THE COURTS TO THE PUBLIC DUE TO THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Maryland Constitution, Article IV § 18, the Chief Judge of the Court of 

Appeals is granted authority as the administrative head of the Judicial Branch of the State; and 

WHEREAS, In instances of emergency conditions, whether natural or otherwise, that significantly 

disrupt access to or the operations of one or more courts or other judicial facilities of the State or the 

ability of the Judiciary to operate effectively, the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals may be required 

to determine the extent to which court operations or judicial functions shall continue; and WHEREAS, 

Due to the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, and consistent with guidance issued by the 

Centers for Disease Control, an emergency exists that poses a threat of imminent and potentially lethal 

harm to individuals who come into contact with a court or judicial facility and personnel; and 

WHEREAS, To the extent possible, the courts and judicial offices and units have remained operational 

and provided scheduled and required events while balancing the health and safety needs of court visitors 

and personnel during the early stage of this emergency; and WHEREAS, Escalation of the emergency 

now requires further measures to protect the health and safety of Maryland residents and Judiciary 

personnel, NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mary Ellen Barbera, Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals and 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nmcourts.gov%2Ffind-a-court.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7C4ad5d2fbfa7841ffbbd308d7c7913e68%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197298956552397&sdata=1t%2BkaKlOkpdfD45jU1sO76gRf%2F3T02HSVn8aFuU%2B128%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nmcourts.gov%2Fnews.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7C4ad5d2fbfa7841ffbbd308d7c7913e68%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197298956562392&sdata=jAoMR%2BDiAUFXcrVkbSp1LJMa0OxRKHfpBduGJ23tFTg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fnmcourts&data=02%7C01%7Cnbunn%40ndaajustice.org%7C4ad5d2fbfa7841ffbbd308d7c7913e68%7Cc45be254b58c4fc78f644397f0fbd769%7C0%7C0%7C637197298956562392&sdata=j19IkyNvuFSEtZ6MWZZ0dKk2crMsHgDk86Mh2Go2s0w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/i1kjog48tm7klcf/3-17-20%20Order%20Court%20Measures%20re%20COVID-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.krqe.com/health/coronavirus-new-mexico/district-attorney-changes-how-prosecutors-attend-hearings-among-covid-19-concerns/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9l4z9joaqwnkiaw/LASC%20order.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xdvlvjjqjfd3rrt/2020-03-13-LASC-ChiefLetter.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ioedtc3gos4rsms/JBE-EO-30.pdf?dl=0
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administrative head of the Judicial Branch, pursuant to the authority conferred by Article IV, § 18 of the 

Maryland Constitution, do hereby order this 13th day of March, 2020, as follows:  

o (a) All courts in the Maryland Judiciary, court offices, administrative offices, units of the 

Judiciary, and the Offices of the Clerks of the Circuit Courts shall be closed to the public on an 

emergency basis, effective March 16, 2020; however, Judiciary operations shall continue to the 

extent practicable. Maryland Judiciary personnel shall report as scheduled, unless otherwise 

excused by their administrative head.  

o (b) The following mandatory matters shall continue to be scheduled and heard in keeping with 

the urgency of those matters and consistent with statutory requirements, either in person or 

remotely pursuant to the Administrative Order on Remote Electronic Participation in Judicial 

Proceedings, June 18, 2018, with the court to notify all participants necessary to the proceeding: 

(1) In the Court of Appeals: (A) certain election law matters (B) certain petitions for Writs of 

Mandamus (C) certain certified questions of law (D) quarantine and isolation matters (2) In the 

Court of Special Appeals: (A) requests for injunctive relief pending appeal (B) appeals in cases 

in which a lack of action would result in a dispositive outcome (C) appeals from quarantine and 

isolation petitions (3) In the Circuit Courts: (A) bail reviews (B) arraignments (C) emergency 

Habeas Corpus petitions (D) juvenile detention hearings (E) CINA shelter care and adjudication 

on shelter care (F) emergency delinquency Page 3 of 4 (G) domestic violence protective petitions 

(H) appeals from peace orders (I) family law emergencies including petitions for guardianship 

(J) temporary restraining orders (K) emergency evaluation petitions (L) quarantine and isolation 

petitions (M) extradition cases (N) Rule 4-271 determinations (Hicks) (O) search warrants (P) 

body attachments (Q) contempt (4) In the District Court: (A) bail reviews (B) emergency 

evaluation petitions (C) emergency risk protective order petitions (D) domestic violence 

protective petitions (E) peace order petitions (F) quarantine and isolation violations (G) initial 

appearances (H) search warrants (I) applications for statement of charges (J) acceptance of bail 

bonds (K) bench warrant satisfactions (L) body attachments (M) contempt  

o (c) To the extent that an individual court has the capacity to hear additional matters, this 

Administrative Order does not prohibit such proceedings, with access to members of the public 

as justice requires. Courts shall notify all participants to the proceeding if a matter will proceed.  

o (d) This Administrative Order does not affect the courts’ consideration or resolution of matters 

that can be addressed without a proceeding that involves testimony or argument.  

o (e) All other matters scheduled to be heard between March 16, 2020, through April 3, 2020, are 

postponed pending further order of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.  

o (f) Court personnel will be available by telephone and mail and paper filings will be received. 

MDEC continues to be available for electronic filings.  

o (g) To the extent this Administrative Order conflicts with any other extant administrative order, 

whether local or statewide, this Administrative Order shall prevail.  

o (h) This Administrative Order will be revised as circumstances warrant. 

 

Baltimore City, Maryland 

 

• Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby to dismiss pending criminal charges against anyone arrested 

for possessing drugs including heroin, attempted distribution of any drug, prostitution, trespassing, 

minor traffic offenses, open container and urinating in public. Learn more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-md-ci-cr-mosby-prisoner-release-20200318-u7knneb6o5gqvnqmtpejftavia-story.html
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Multnomah County, Oregon 

 

Court System  
 

• Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office webpage dedicated to COVID-19 

 

State of New York 

 

Orange County, New York 

 

• Orange County District Attorney David Hoovler announced overall office operations during the 

COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Brooklyn, New York 

 

• Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office announced that it would not prosecute low level offenses that do not 

jeopardize public safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

 

State of West Virginia  

 

Mercer County, West Virginia 

 

• Mercer County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office announced changes at local offices due to COVID-19 

concerns.  

 

 

State of Texas 

 

Montgomery County, Texas 

 

• Montgomery County District Attorney's Office released an article announcing overall changes in 

operations during COVID-19. 

 
 

State of Arizona  

 

Court System 

 

• On March 18, 2020, the Arizona Supreme Court issued an order declaring a statewide emergency in 

response to COVID-19. Learn more here. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.mcda.us/index.php/news/covid-19/
https://www.wvdispatch.com/2020/03/district-attorney-announces-how-office-operations-will-continue-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.thefader.com/2020/03/17/brooklyns-district-attorney-will-not-prosecute-low-level-offences-during-coronavirus
https://www.wvnstv.com/news/mercer-county-announces-changes-at-local-offices-over-covid-19-concerns/
https://www.woodlandsonline.com/npps/story.cfm?nppage=65873
https://www.dropbox.com/s/aupsi5yvn89m1o6/AO%202020-48.pdf?dl=0
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Los Angeles County, California 

 

Court System  

 

• On March 20, 2020, Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey announced prosecutors have 

been directed to take steps to lower the number of people in local jails and area courthouses as part of an 

effort to curb the spread of the coronavirus. Learn more here. 

• April 15 article: “City of Los Angeles prosecuting businesses that violate safer-at-home orders” 
 

Cook County, Illinois  

 

Court System  

 

• Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx is halting prosecutions of narcotics and cannabis cases amid 

the worldwide outbreak of COVID-19. Learn more here. 

 

State of Connecticut  

 

Court System 

 

• Learn more about how the novel coronavirus is currently affecting the Connecticut criminal justice 

system here.  

• May 6 article: “State, federal officials form COVID-19 joint task force in Connecticut” 

 

Escambia County, Florida 

 

Court System 

 

• On March 22, 2020, Escambia County announced that it would close all facilities and programs to 

public in-person access, while changing to online services. Learn more here.  

 

State of Wisconsin   

 

Court System 

 

• On March 22, 2020, the Supreme Court of Wisconsin issued a postponement of all March 30 and April 1 

oral arguments.   

• On March 22, 2020, the Supreme Court of Wisconsin issued a remote hearing order.  

On March 23, 2020, the Governor of Wisconsin released an order declaring a public health emergency.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dailynews.com/2020/03/20/cornavirus-la-county-da-urges-reduction-of-jail-population-over-health-risk/
https://abc7.com/business/la-prosecuting-businesses-that-violate-safer-at-home-order/6103894/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/politics/2020/3/20/21188133/prosecution-narcotics-cannabis-cases-halted-cook-county-covid-19-coronavirus-foxx
https://www.ctinsider.com/local/ctpost/article/How-coronavirus-is-affecting-CT-criminal-justice-15149222.php
https://www.theday.com/article/20200506/NWS12/200509701
https://weartv.com/news/local/escambia-county-to-close-buildings-and-provide-services-online-due-to-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9dgobvgx6z8oxae/WI%20S%20Ct%20Oral%20Argument%20Order%203.23.20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0xzbj7r9hbvhqt7/WI%20S%20Ct%20Remote%20Hrg%20Order%203.23.20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bldc1e2tlhbpekg/WI%20S%20Ct%20JT%20Order%203.23.20.pdf?dl=0
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State of Utah    

 

Court System 

 

• On March 21, 2020, the Utah Supreme Court issued a Pandemic Administrative Order. Additional 

updates here. 

 

State of South Carolina     

 

Court System 

 

• As of March 23, South Carolina has concentrated on pretrial detainees during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• All courts have been cancelled until May 1 with bond hearings for new arrestees happening daily. 

 

State of Kentucky     

 

Court System 

 

• As of March 23, Kentucky has not yet begun systematic release of prisoners and are releasing most 

misdemeanants and child support civil contemptors, who have been arrested, at their initial appearance. 

 

Yamhill County, Oregon 

 

Court System 

 

• As of March 23, no release of prisoners yet, but the local jail did “force release” individuals with less 

than 30 days left on their sentence and some others particularly vulnerable to illness, along with pre-trial 

detainees.  Their plan is to reduce the number so that they can eliminate double bunking (two to a cell) 

and have a vacant area that would quarantine individuals should the need arise. 
 

State of Kansas     

 

Court System 

 

• On March 16, 2020, the Supreme Court of the State of Kansas issued an administrative order regarding 

restrictions to mitigate COVID-19 spread.  

• On March 18, 2020, the Supreme Court of the State of Kansas issued an administrative order imposing 

statewide judiciary restricted operations due to COVID-19 emergency.  

• On March 20, 2020, the State of Kansas issued an administrative order clarifying emergency operations 

from the court regarding emergency protection from abuse and stalking. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/s233fn6ajykngll/Signed%20Pandemic%20Administrative%20Order%20March%2021%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/25/more-jails-utah-are/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5xs1pnmbeoqjt4c/2020-PR-015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5uurr0nhmbysnjd/2020PR16.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xyg9hvvp69ksczc/2020PR024.pdf?dl=0
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Lyon County, Kansas 

 

• County Attorney Marc Goodman announced that his office stands fully staffed to set the table for trials 

once everything gets back to normal. 

 

 

Oswego County, New York 

 

Court System 

 

• On March 23, 2020, Oswego County District Attorney announced new procedures for the court system 

and DA’s Office made necessary by the COVID-19 outbreak. Learn more here. 

 

 

State of California     

 

Court System 

 

• On March 24, 2020, California chief justice suspended all jury trials statewide in response to 

coronavirus. Learn more here. 

• On March 26, 2020, the California District Attorneys Association issued a letter two letters (first and 

second) to presiding judges and the Presiding Judge Committee.  

• On March 29, 2020, California courts modify speedy trial rules, endorse remote hearings. Learn more 

here. 

 

Riverside County, California     

 

• The Riverside County District Attorney’s Bureau of Investigation has set up a hotline number to report 

suspected price gouging during the state-of-emergency. Learn more here. 

 

Alameda County, California 

 

• “Alameda County Superior Court Adds New Remote Services” 

 

 

State of North Carolina     

 

Court System 

 

• The North Carolina Conference of District Attorneys’ response to COVID-19 can be found here. 

• The Cumberland County District Attorney’s Office response to COVID-19 can be found here. 

• On March 24, 2020, the Cumberland County District Attorney issued an advisory memo Monday on 

enforcement of Wolf’s directive, which ordered the closure of all “non-life-sustaining” businesses. 

Learn more here. 
 

 

 

 

http://kvoe.com/news/item/47768-coronavirus-no-trials-no-matter-lyon-county-attorney-s-office-remains-busy
https://oswegocountytoday.com/oswego-county-das-office-announces-new-procedures-for-court-system-and-das-office/news/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=35d757eab69d341d3c98ba985ce3f7ebf592f17a-1585055784-0-ASlpSnS1ioxyS3xemeETa6W30KBjM3s4-Z_H3uScCDMTM5QVGA9tUWens65whZUQ3YwiapclnJAqqIOcjyP5MC5mjbuQN461pSBVQg6NG42Ooo55zBXBFZF1UGuldSZ2m44h8xdWLKbAbiOpvvruHR_az86NfMlS9-Ze2mCH0BIVz3iHvYWTGvDw2iB2xqBtjT8LNKBDRljo9Tu490YBp1ePPMD5yGijZtMxa0xz5DYGncqyLZQDE3_813Qucg3AYOPxMhd9ZHKG5BfZtM3V8sEeSnGVud0WigfjCMA8z-U8ttH8rM1LXCu9_OVuH0EbJq0cMknwABfcqjWT_QbEpoVJvHDFpI3bfbGahdXgBSS6e9UEg4i0BOv9iTCr-q8AvZA1k79phdUMfRvBInTQmGg
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article241453161.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sgfiby639zg9gbv/CDAA%20LETTER%20BRIEF%20TO%20CA%20PJs.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hunpkdx46byxmbt/CDAA%20SECOND%20LETTER%20to%20the%20PJs%20032620.pdf?dl=0
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2020/03/29/with-covid-19-emergency-powers-california-courts-modify-speedy-trial-rules-endorse-remote-hearings/
https://kesq.com/news/coronavirus/2020/03/24/district-attorney-sets-up-hotline-to-report-price-gouging/
https://patch.com/california/alameda/coronavirus-alameda-co-superior-court-adds-new-remote-services
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ouswkiqn1wmdyan/COVID%20COD%20response.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/upuwoy7qatujcsy/Covid-19%20CCDA%20Response.pdf?dl=0
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/cumberland-county-da-issues-enforcement-guidance-for-covid--closures/article_4c3be0a8-02bb-5499-af4e-3c4c9fbc52dd.html


 

Page 23 of 27 

 

State of Colorado  

 

Court System 

 

• On March 25, 2020, Colorado issued a “Guidance to Counties, Municipalities, Law Enforcement 

Agencies, and Detention Centers.” Learn more here. 

• On March 26, 2020, Colorado released an executive order temporarily suspending certain regulatory 

statues concerning criminal justice. 

• On May 5, 2020, the Colorado Supreme Court issued an updated order regarding COVID-19. Learn 

more here. 

 

State of Indiana  

 

Court System 

 

• For more information on Indiana’s response to COVID-19, see here.  

 

 

State of Oklahoma   

 

Court System 

 

• On March 16, 2020, the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma issued the first emergency order in 

response to COVID-19. 

• On March 23, 2020, the Supreme Court of the State of Oklahoma issued a second emergency order in 

response to COVID-19. 

  

 

State of Ohio   

 

Court System 

 

• For more information on the Supreme Court of Ohio’s guidance to local courts in response to COVID-

19, see here. Additional information can be found here. 
 

Northwestern, Massachusetts   

 

Court System 

 

• Northwestern District Attorney’s Office is hoping to reduce the risk faced by pretrial detainees who are 

being held in local correctional facilities by considering bail reductions for low-risk inmates. Learn more 

here.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fvvgbhu3t2udcor/Guidance%20to%20Counties%20Municipalities%20Law%20Enforcement%20Agencies%20and%20Detenti....pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ezj175qfftgp6oy/D%202020%20016%20Suspending%20Certain%20Regulatory%20Statutes%20Concerning%20Criminal%20Ju....pdf?dl=0
https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Court_Probation/01st_Judicial_District/Chief%20Justice%20Operations%20Order%20May%205.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/b4l0ttg98erquep/COVID-19.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ozkgvo1fziu5ods/SCAD-2020-24.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uluvcyd8mkqgwkn/SCAD-2020-26.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6s71p8hmh5p5vck/localCourtGuidance03.20.20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dispatch.com/news/20200330/coronavirus-ohio-court-deadlines-suspended-by-chief-justice
https://www.recorder.com/Pretrial-detainees-33510807
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State of Tennessee  

 

Court System 

 

• On March 25, 2020, the Tennessee Supreme Court issued an order announcing that courts will remain 

open during the coronavirus outbreak, but extending the suspension of most in-person judicial 

proceedings through April 30. Learn more here. 

 

Anne Arundel County, Maryland 

 

Court System 

 

• “Person called for Anne Arundel jury duty tests positive for coronavirus” 

Charlottesville, Virginia  

 

Court System 

 

• “Coronavirus court suspension leaves lawyers in unchartered territory” 

 
 

American Civil Liberties Union 

 

• “ACLU Demands the Release From Prisons and Jails of Communities Vulnerable to COVID-19” 

• Downloadable - ACLU Letter to State and Local Officials on Covid-19 and the Criminal Justice System 
 

Miami-Dade County, Florida 

 

Court System 

 

• On March 27, 2020, the Miami-Dade County State Attorney’s Office issued a summary for the 

community surrounding COVID-19. Learn more here. For additional information on their internal 

webpage, see here. 

• On March 27, 2020, the Miami-Dade County State Attorney’s Office also issued a statement regarding 

response to jail issues. Learn more here. 
 

Yakima, Washington 

 

Court System 

 

• Yakima County District Attorney Joseph Brusic announced that criminal cases have been postponed 

through April – further noting that although there would be fewer arrests, local police are still enforcing 

the law. Learn more here. 
 

 

 

http://www.tncourts.gov/press/2020/03/25/tennessee-courts-remain-open-limitations-person-court-proceedings-extended-through
https://www.capitalgazette.com/coronavirus/ac-cn-juror-tests-positive-20200330-kumubwon6bbx3igcx5pbkzmkdq-story.html
https://www.nbc29.com/2020/03/29/coronavirus-court-suspension-leaves-lawyers-uncharted-territory/
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/aclu-demands-release-prisons-and-jails-communities-vulnerable-covid-19
https://www.aclu.org/letter/aclu-letter-state-and-local-officials-covid-19-and-criminal-justice-system
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2k3ztjh1ytafgd7/Summary%20for%20Community%20%28March%2027%2C%202020%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/sfp0wr0vr81w1r1/Miami%20SAO%20Cares%20-%20Internal%20Webpage%20%28March%2030%2C%202020%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yy6zxlk58cq75h0/KFR%20Statement%20re%20Jails%20%28March%2027%2C%202020%29.pdf?dl=0
https://kimatv.com/news/local/da-wants-fewer-arrests-but-local-police-are-still-enforcing-the-law


 

Page 25 of 27 

 

Clark County, Washington 

 

Court System 

 

• “Clark County attorneys navigate legal system amid pandemic” 
 

Washington County, Arkansas 

 

Court System 

 

• April 13 article: “Washington County eyes remote meeting technology” 

 

 

San Juan County, Washington 

 

Court System 

 

• April 13 article: “Sheriff and Prosecuting Attorney on order enforcement”  

 
 

Harris County, Texas 

 

Court System 

 

• April 12 article: “Harris County Attorney creates website for residents to report price gouging during 

coronavirus pandemic” 

• April 13 article: “Harris County lawyers’ association calls on judges to halt unnecessary in-person 

hearings” 

 

 

Norfolk County, Massachusetts 

 

Court System 

 

• April 14 article: “District Attorney Morrissey posts resources for current crisis” 
 

La Salle  County, Illinois  

 

Court System 

 

• April 15 article: “La Salle County State's Attorney Karen Donnelly sets up email account for free legal 

help on overdue bills” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/apr/02/clark-county-attorneys-navigate-legal-system-amid-pandemic/
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2020/apr/13/washington-county-eyes-remote-meeting-t/?news-arkansas-nwa
https://www.islandsweekly.com/news/sheriff-and-prosecuting-attorney-on-order-enforcement/
https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/harris-county-attorney-creates-website-for-residents-to-report-price-gouging/285-f4811b28-10de-4d10-bbcb-91691b77bfc3
https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/harris-county-attorney-creates-website-for-residents-to-report-price-gouging/285-f4811b28-10de-4d10-bbcb-91691b77bfc3
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Harris-County-lawyer-s-association-calls-on-15197069.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Harris-County-lawyer-s-association-calls-on-15197069.php
https://norwood.wickedlocal.com/news/20200414/district-attorney-morrissey-posts-resources-for-current-crisis
https://www.mywebtimes.com/2020/04/14/la-salle-county-states-attorney-karen-donnelly-sets-up-email-account-for-free-legal-help-on-overdue-bills/ab35u14/
https://www.mywebtimes.com/2020/04/14/la-salle-county-states-attorney-karen-donnelly-sets-up-email-account-for-free-legal-help-on-overdue-bills/ab35u14/
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Boulder County Bar Association 

 

Court System 

 

• April 13 article: “County attorneys available for free legal advice during coronavirus outbreak” 
 

State of Alaska  

 

Court System 

 

• April 24 order regarding the “Relaxation and Suspension of Various Court Rules Based on the COVID-

19 Pandemic” – learn more here. 

 

Green County, Pennsylvania 

 

Court System 

 

• May 7 article: “Coronavirus In Greene County: District Attorney Says He Will Not Prosecute Business 

Owners Who Reopen In Defiance Of Gov. Wolf’s Shutdown Order” 

• May 11 live video: “Greene Co. District Attorney To Not Prosecute Businesses Who Open Ahead of 

Yellow Phase” 
 

Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 

 

Court System 

 

• May 10 article: “Lancaster County District Attorney’s Office says it won’t prosecute stay-at-home order 

violations”  

 

 

York County, Pennsylvania 

 

Court System 

 

• May 11 article: “York County District Attorney: the county will not be enforcing the governor’s stay-at-

home order” 

 

 

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 

 

Court System 

 

• May 10 article: “Dauphin, York DAs, say they won’t take immediate action against businesses that 

reopen in defiance of state order” 

 

 

 

https://www.dailycamera.com/2020/04/13/county-attorneys-available-for-free-legal-advice-during-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t2p4semw6i4z4su/statewide-pjo-rules-suspension-2.pdf?dl=0
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/05/07/greene-county-district-attorney-will-not-prosecute/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/05/07/greene-county-district-attorney-will-not-prosecute/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4545386-greene-co-district-attorney-to-not-prosecute-businesses-who-open-ahead-of-yellow-phase/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/video/4545386-greene-co-district-attorney-to-not-prosecute-businesses-who-open-ahead-of-yellow-phase/
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-district-attorneys-office-says-it-wont-prosecute-stay-at-home-order-violations/article_27d1e748-92f3-11ea-8ab2-7776de9dc902.html
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-district-attorneys-office-says-it-wont-prosecute-stay-at-home-order-violations/article_27d1e748-92f3-11ea-8ab2-7776de9dc902.html
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/york/york-county-district-attorney-the-county-will-not-be-enforcing-the-governors-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/york/york-county-district-attorney-the-county-will-not-be-enforcing-the-governors-stay-at-home-order/
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/05/dauphin-york-das-say-they-wont-take-action-against-businesses-that-reopen-in-red-phase-counties.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/05/dauphin-york-das-say-they-wont-take-action-against-businesses-that-reopen-in-red-phase-counties.html
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Augusta-Richmond County, Georgia 

 

Court System 

 

• May 11 article: “District Attorney: COVID-19 shutdowns are causing backlogs in court cases” 

https://www.wfxg.com/story/42116443/district-attorney-says-covid19-shutdowns-are-causing-backlogs-in-court-cases

