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NDAA Is Expanding;
Adding Training Programs
T H E R E I S P RO G R E S S TO R E P O RT on a number of
fronts for NDAA. The Department of Justice is in the
process of making its annual grant awards and it appears that
NDAA is going to be expanding and adding training programs, which it will be offering to prosecutors around the
nation. Watch for announcements about new training
opportunities soon.
The NDAA staff is working its way through the DOJ
Office of Inspector General (OIG) program audit. Many of
the OIG recommendations concerning the formalization
of policies and procedures have been accomplished. The
remaining ones are in the process of being completed either
by the staff or by outside consultants where necessary.
Our goal is to have all OIG audit responses finished and
submitted to DOJ by the end of the year. The energy
demonstrated by the staff has been nothing short of inspiring. They have toiled long and hard to complete the OIG
responses in addition to their regular daily responsibilities.
All of our hats should go off to them.
The response to the OIG requests by NDAA was originally hampered because we changed computer systems after
a computer failure cost us valuable financial and program
data. Spurred by that loss and computer failure and the OIG
findings, NDAA has new backup procedures and plans in
place to ensure that any future failures are not catastrophic.
The National Advocacy Center (NAC) has been the
source of prosecution training for state and local prosecutors since it opened. In addition, the instructors at the NAC
have inspired the prosecutors of this nation to reach higher
and work harder for the victims of crime. Recently, NDAA
was informed that a prosecutor who was inspired by Jim
Dedman, our “professor emeritus” (my designation, not
Jim’s) at the NAC, is providing through the settlement of
litigation, a $200,000 gift to the NAC. Needless to say, we
are extremely proud of Jim.
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However, there are challenges on the horizon.
Congress has continued to support funding at the NAC
in Columbia, SC, but there is lots of work to do. NDAA
submitted letters from prosecutors in all 50 states notifying
Congress of the necessity of continued and increased funding. In response, the House and Senate appropriation committees have recommended more funding for the NAC
compared to last year, but the amount is still far short of full
funding that the NAC had in the beginning. As you talk to
your members of Congress this fall, press them to restore
the NAC funding to its initial $4,500,000.
If Congress fails to fully fund the NAC in South
Carolina because of the economy, NDAA will do everything possible to keep the NAC open and to seek funding
alternatives. The training at the NAC has set a new standard
for prosecution excellence and pushed prosecution into the
21st century. It must continue.
Congress is looking to create a commission to study the
criminal justice system, the so-called “Webb Commission,”
and it is vital that prosecutors have input on the commission. It would only seem natural for prosecutors to be the
key to any study of the criminal justice system because of
our unique responsibility to do justice, unlike all others in
the system.
The National Academy of Science “recommendations”
about forensic evidence are being reviewed by Congress.
The long term implications of the adoption of the recommendations may have a huge impact upon every prosecutor
in America.
Now more than ever, prosecutors and victims need
NDAA to be the “voice of America’s prosecutors.” I hope
you will give us your support and assistance to complete
that mission. Without your help, we cannot be successful.

