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Looking Ahead to a Bright Future

M Y Y E A R A S P R E S I D E N T of NDAA has truly
flown by, both in terms of time and number of trips on
airplanes. When you read this, I will have only about
three more months remaining as your president. Many
positive things have been accomplished these past nine
months and there are many reasons for my belief that
the future of NDAA is indeed very bright.
Perhaps topping the list of significant accomplishments is again being able to pay to bring faculty and
students to the courses offered at the NAC. This was
made possible through the hard work of the staff in
both Alexandria and Columbia, the prosecutor coordinators of all the states and the thousands of committed
people who took the time to write letters, sign letters,
make phone calls, and meet with their congressional
delegation about this extremely important issue.
Without your efforts, it would not have happened.
Now we must continue the fight and redouble our
efforts to secure the necessary funding to continue
being able to offer the best training available in
America for prosecutors at no cost to the prosecutors’
offices across the country.
As important, for the first time we have funding
appropriated for student loan forgiveness for prosecutors through the John R. Justice Act—money budgeted as a line item and not as a carve-out of some grant
monies. This is truly historical and it is so exciting to
be able to say that we anticipate being able to begin
providing funds for loan forgiveness before the end of
the summer. There are still details to be worked out,
and we recognize that there is by no means enough
money budgeted to meet the very real needs of our
hard working assistants in reducing their loan amounts,
but it is an historic first step. Again, this happened due
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to the hard work of literally thousands of prosecutors
and others, and the continuous support and efforts of
Senator Durbin. If we continue our efforts to increase
the budgeted amount to necessary levels, there is every
reason to believe that loan forgiveness will continue
for years to come.
I am also very excited about the summer conference
that will be held in Napa Valley, California, this July.
Barbara LaWall, prosecuting attorney in Pima County,
Arizona, and a long-time member of the NDAA
Board of Directors, is the chair of our summer conference committee. She and the rest of her committee
have put together what may well be the best agenda
for a summer conference in NDAA history. Another
NDAA Board member, Gary Lieberstein, the district
attorney in Napa County, was very instrumental in
securing the location for this summer conference.
Please be sure and read the article written by Barbara
detailing the plans for this conference in this issue of
The Prosecutor. I want to take this opportunity to thank
Barbara and her committee for their hard work in
putting this conference together. I strongly urge everyone to make plans to attend what is sure to be a memorable conference.
We have also been working very hard to be more
involved with other organizations and groups regarding issues of concern to NDAA and offering assistance
when asked to do so. We have, I believe, strengthened
an already strong relationship with the National
Association of Prosecutor Coordinators (NAPC), an
agency with which we have obvious interests in common. As mentioned above, NAPC was very helpful in
partnering with us in our efforts regarding NAC fund(Continued on page 30)
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ing.There are many areas in which NDAA and NAPC
can work together and accomplish much more than if
we were working separately, and our relationship can
and should get even stronger in the years to come.
In addition to NAPC, we have made concentrated
efforts to work with many groups on areas of mutual
interest. For example, we are working closely with the
American Academy of Forensic Scientists (AAFS), the
Consortium of Forensic Scientists Organization
(CFSO), and many other groups and governmental
agencies regarding the NAS report. We are similarly
working more closely with the International
Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), the FOP, and
other law enforcement groups on various topics of
mutual interest. In mid-April for the first time, NDAA
and the ABA Criminal Justice Section held their
spring meetings together in Charleston, SC, and actually had some joint committee meetings. The ABA
Criminal Justice Section is made up of judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys and academicians. While
there were some topics on which we understandably
disagreed, there were also many on which there was
substantial agreement. The important thing is that for
the first time in a long time, perhaps for the first time
ever in some instances, NDAA is reaching out to, connecting with, and having meaningful input with other
groups on areas of mutual importance.This is what we
should be doing, as the “voice of Americas prosecuJA
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tors,” and we are doing it better than ever before.
I am also happy to announce that for the first time
in a long time, our Web site has undergone and is still
undergoing substantial renovation. If you have not
been to the Web site in a while, I encourage you to
sign on. You won’t believe the new look. It now
reflects the professionalism that is NDAA. I want to
publicly thank those staff members in Alexandria who
have worked tirelessly on this effort.
All of this progress would not have been possible
without the dedication of all our faithful employees in
Alexandria and Columbia, who are simply the best.
Further, Scott Burns is doing an outstanding job as
executive director and provides great leadership to this
organization. Morale among the staff has never been
higher, and people from DOJ, Congress and many
other groups regularly mention what an outstanding
job he is doing and how it is clear that NDAA is back.
More importantly, however, all of this progress
would not have been possible without the hard work
and dedication of the more than 7,000 of you who
make up NDAA. All of you have full time jobs, families, and many other important things to do in your
respective jurisdictions.Yet you take the time whenever asked, and often even when not asked, to support
NDAA in ways far too numerous to mention. Just as
the communities you serve are lucky to have you,
NDAA is lucky to have you as a member.You make a
difference every day in our fight to do justice and it is
an honor to serve as your president. It is because of
you that the future of NDAA is so bright.

