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This is the newly opened and remodeled Lexington Historic Courthouse at Courthouse Square, 
Lexington Kentucky, originally built in 1895. For 102 years, it was the place where citizens of 
Fayette County sought justice. Ironically, Cheapside Park, adjacent to the courthouse, was a place 
where appalling injustice occurred as it was one the South’s largest slave markets before the Civil 
War. A 1961 renovation to the courthouse hid or destroyed much of its architectural details — 
including its dome with twinkle lights in its ceiling. The building was vacated by the courts in 2002, 
after two new courthouses opened a block away. When asbestos and other hazardous material 
was discovered in 2011, the former courthouse was permanently closed to the public. A second 
renovation began in 2016, with a goal of restoring the building to its earlier glory. In November 
2018 the doors of the granite building were opened again, but this time as a place for events, 
dining, and business. This photo was submitted by Fayette Commonwealth’s Attorney Lou Anna 
Red Corn, who tried 180 felony cases to juries in this courthouse, and has the distinction of trying 
the last jury trial before the move to the new courthouse — where she tried the first jury trial. 
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View From The Hill

Congress finally left town for a brief recess after the legislative 
body came to an agreement with the White House to end any 
potential government shutdown and fully fund the federal 
government for Fiscal Year 2019. Despite the contentious 
negotiations coming to an end, not all programs within the 
Commerce, Science, & Justice (CJS) appropriations bill were 
reauthorized as originally expected.

NDAA is tracking the Violence Against Women Reauthorization 
Act (VAWA) as both parties were unable to come to an 
agreement before the shutdown deadline. Competing 
versions of the bill include controversial provisions on 
bench warrants, alternative justice reform, and gun violence. 
While Congress attempts to iron out the differences, NDAA 
continues to monitor the legislation and ask members of 
Congress to focus on a long-term extension. 

NDAA members are encouraged to contact Frank Russo, 
Director of Government and Legislative Affairs, on any 
policy or legislative issues that arise at frusso@ndaajustice.
org or at 703.519.1655. 

PROSECUTORS WORKING GROUP

• At this year’s Capital Conference, Rep. Kathleen Rice 
(D-NY) announced the formation of a Prosecutors 
Working Group in the 116th Congress. The co-chairs 
include Rep. Rice, Rep. Joe Kennedy (D-MA), Rep. 
Susan Brooks (R-IN) and Rep. Dave Joyce (R-OH). 
NDAA is working alongside the co-chairs to invite 
the over 40 former prosecutors currently serving in 
Congress to join the working group and attend briefings 
on judiciary legislation. 

VICTIMS RIGHTS 

• NDAA continues to partner with the Victims’ Rights 
Caucus co-chairs Rep. Pete Olson (R-TX) and Rep. Jim 
Costa (D-CA) to assist the Caucus in setting legislative 
priorities in the 116th Congress. Following passage of 
the First Step Act, NDAA has advocated that any next 
steps in evaluating the criminal justice system must focus 
on the victims of crime who are often left out of the 
reform conversation. 

• NDAA President Jon Blodgett was quoted in the 
Victims’ Rights Caucus press release on combatting 
human trafficking. Specifically, the Caucus introduced 
House Resolution 90 encouraging stronger efforts in the 
fight to end human trafficking and advocating support 
of victims. “Combatting human trafficking remains a 
top priority for state and local prosecutors nationwide,” 
Jonathan Blodgett, President of the National District 
Attorneys Association and elected District Attorney for 
Essex County, MA, said. “NDAA thanks the Victims’ 
Rights Caucus, led by Representative Olson and 
Representative Costa, for shedding light on this growing 
problem. We look forward to working alongside the 
Caucus to advocate on behalf of victims and survivors as 
NDAA works towards the shared goal of ending human 
trafficking.”

JOHN R. JUSTICE 

• NDAA is advocating for two changes to the John R. 
Justice Student Loan Repayment (JRJ) program. First passed 
by Congress in 2008, the grant provides loan repayment 
assistance for state prosecutors as well as state and federal 
public defenders. The program was created to encourage 
qualified attorneys to choose careers in public service 
through formula awards to state governments. Over the 
past three years, the program has been appropriated at 
$2 million dollars instead of the $10 million originally 
authorized. Additionally, the program was folded into 
the Byrne-JAG grant funding program within the  
DOJ budget. 

• Specifically, NDAA has asked Congressional 
appropriators to make two changes to the program: (1) 
remove JRJ as a carve-out from the Byrne-JAG Grant 
program and ensure the JRJ program is a separate line 
item in the FY20 CJS Appropriations bill; (2) support 
increased funding at a minimum of $10 million to return 
the program to peak funding levels. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA)

• VAWA Reauthorization was not included in the final 
agreement between Congress and President Trump to 
wrap up funding for FY 2019. As a result, both chambers 

mailto:frusso%40ndaajustice.org?subject=
mailto:frusso%40ndaajustice.org?subject=
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are working toward releasing a re-authorization bill. 
NDAA is monitoring the legislative effort to ensure it 
does not include problematic provisions from the law 
enforcement perspective, including grant restrictions if 
jurisdictions use bench warrants for failure to appear 
situations. During meetings with key Republican and 
Democrat congressional staff, NDAA has requested that 
the language from last year’s reauthorization be altered 
to support the “best practices” in using bench warrants 
instead of “strongly discouraging” the use of these 
warrants. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY

• NDAA is supporting the COPE Act, sponsored by Rep. 
Dave Joyce (R-OH), co-chair of the Prosecutors Working 
Group. The bill increases the authorization for the 
comprehensive opioid abuse grant program from $330 
million per year (2019 through 2023) to $400 million 
starting 2020 through 2024. Grants administered as part 
of this legislation serve to develop, implement, or expand 
a program for treatment alternatives to incarceration; 
enhance collaboration between state criminal justice 
agencies and substance abuse agencies in order to 
enhance efforts to combat opioid abuse; provide training 

and resources for first responders on opioid overdose 
reversal drugs and devices; enhance law enforcement 
efforts to combat illegal distribution of opioids; develop, 
implement, or expand medication-assisted treatment 
(MAT) programs and Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Programs (PDMPs); develop, implement, or expand 
programs to prevent youth opioid abuse; encourage 
innovation for development of secure containers for 
prescription drugs; create drug take-back programs and 
create comprehensive opioid abuse response programs.

• Prior to the holiday break, Congress passed the Cyber 
Tipline Modernization Act. NDAA joined a coalition 
supporting the bill which strengthens capabilities and 
provides additional resources for the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited Children’s administration of the 
Cyber Tipline to help missing and exploited children.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

• NDAA is excited to announce a website addition, a new 
Grant Opportunities page. Our members will find links 
to grant opportunities as solicitations are announced. 
If you have any suggested additions to the page, please 
reach out to Frank Russo at frusso@ndaajustice.org. 

The Prosecutor

NDAA Director of Government Affairs, Frank Russo (far left), and government affairs’ staffers 
from other criminal justice stakeholder organizations participate in a congressional briefing 
in the United States Senate to educate staff on federal grant programs important to state 
and local law enforcement and prosecutors.

mailto:frusso%40ndaajustice.org?subject=
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Jan Scully, the first female president of NDAA once said, 

“What can we achieve if we are not afraid?” Scully’s 

vision and leadership culminated in the 2013 formation 

of the NDAA Women Prosecutors Section (WPS).  

The purposes of the Women Prosecutors Section  

are to:

• Develop a network of NDAA members committed to 
leadership, mentorship and friendship,

• Provide education and promote increased opportunities 
for women seeking leadership positions within 
prosecution offices, and 

• Assist NDAA in public engagement and education on 
issues of particular importance to women prosecutors. 

The NDAA Women Prosecutors Section has been busy 
carrying out its mission.

DEVELOPING A NETWORK OF NDAA 
MEMBERS COMMITTED TO LEADERSHIP, 
MENTORSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP
WPS events started out small. There were informal gatherings 
at various NDAA meetings, or casual happy hours hosted by 
a local prosecutor’s office. Currently, a Women Prosecutors 
Section meeting is designated at all NDAA national meetings 
and conferences, open to all attendees. WPS meetings include 
presentations by elected district attorneys about innovative 
ideas and programming. Recent presentations include 
those from Darcel Clark, Bronx County District Attorney; 
Sherri Bevan Walsh, Summit County District Attorney, and 
Stephanie Anderson, Cumberland County District Attorney. 
Section members are encouraged to bring new programming 
ideas to the table and invite fellow prosecutors to join the 
section. WPS has grown strong with now over 200 men and 

women NDAA members. 

EDUCATION AND INCREASED 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN SEEKING 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS WITHIN 
PROSECUTION OFFICES
WPS hosts informational receptions where section members 
meet other prosecutors with the goal of networking and 
inspiring others to lead. At one of the first section events, 
Los Angeles District Attorney Jackie Lacey encouraged 
other women prosecutors to “answer the call” if they had a 
desire to lead. Lacey and other section leaders discuss often 
the topic of mentorship as it is a cornerstone to developing 
more women leaders.

The section selects speakers dedicated to educational 
awareness surrounding topics facing women prosecutors. In 
July 2015, the section sponsored a reception banquet with 
keynote speaker Dr. Andrea Rees Davies, Associate Director 
of Stanford University’s Clayman Institute for Gender 
Research. Dr. Davies lectured about the research surrounding 
the persistence of cultural biases and the consequences for 
women and their workplaces. Other keynote speakers have 
included Maura Healey, Massachusetts Attorney General, 
Anne McKeig, Associate Justice of the Minnesota Supreme 
Court, and Alison Gregoire, Assistant US Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Washington and a veteran in the United 
States Army serving in the Army Reserves. Each of these 
women prosecutors or former prosecutors spoke of their 
pathway to leadership and encouraged others to lean in if 
called to lead.

By TRACY PRIOR
Chief Deputy District Attorney, San Diego County
Chair, NDAA Women Prosecutors Domestic Violence Committee

Your NDAA Women Prosecutors Section: 
Busy Building A Culture Of Women Leaders

“What can we achieve if 
we are not afraid?”

— Jan Scully, the first female 
president of NDAA
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ASSIST NDAA IN PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
AND EDUCATION ON ISSUES OF 
PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE
Section Secretary and San Diego County District Attorney 
Summer Stephan recognized the importance of position 
papers for issues facing women prosecutors and women 
generally. As a result, the section produced two white papers 
on best practices for 1) domestic violence and 2) sexual 
assault. Copies of the publications can be found on the 
Women Prosecutors section webpage at https://ndaa.
org/membership/women-prosecutor-section/. 

In December 2014, members of the section traveled to 
New York to provide input to National Football League 
(NFL) Commissioner Roger Goodell regarding the league’s 
Personal Conduct Policy for Domestic Violence and Sexual 
Assault. The section provided similar input to Major League 
Baseball (MLB). As a result of these discussions, the WPS 
launched an official partnership with the NFL and MLB. 
We formed memorandums of understanding with both 
leagues for information sharing when players are accused 
of misconduct. The section created a “prosecutor liaison 
program” whereby selected NDAA members are chosen 
as liaisons to the leagues to assist with information sharing 
when legally appropriate. The section produced a training 
video and informational materials for all NDAA liaisons.

In February 2015, a delegation from WPS met with 
members of the House of Representatives and the Senate for 
a discussion on topics including domestic violence, human 
trafficking, and women in leadership. The event was hosted 
by Senators Amy Klobuchar and Shelley Moore Capito, and 
Representatives Susan Brooks, Doris Matsui, Lois Frankel, 
and Kristi Noem. Our own NDAA WPS Co-Chair and Los 
Angeles District Attorney Jackie Lacey delivered the closing 
remarks.

In 2018, members of our WPS were selected to provide 
input and testify before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee 
regarding best practices and the re-authorization of the 
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). 

WPS welcomes all input and ideas to further our mission 

and the goals of NDAA. Visit the NDAA website for 

information about joining the WPS and to learn more 

about our programming. We hope to see you at one of our 

upcoming section meetings or the WPS Gala Dinner at the 

2019 NDAA Summer Summit in Quebec, Canada.

SECTION LEADERSHIP ROSTER

Chair: Jackie Lacey, Los Angeles County District Attorney

Vice-Chair: Mary Ashley, Assistant District Attorney,  

San Bernardino, CA

Secretary-Treasurer: Summer Stephan, San Diego 

County District Attorney

At-Large Officer: Kristine Hamann, Executive Director, 

Prosecutors’ Center for Excellence

At-Large Officer: Dianna Luce, District Attorney,  

5th Judicial District, NM

At-Large Officer: Adrian Van Nice, Chief Deputy 

District Attorney, 20th Judicial District, Boulder, CO

Domestic Violence Committee Chair: Tracy Prior,  

Chief Deputy District Attorney, San Diego County

Human Trafficking Committee Chair: Summer 

Stephan, San Diego County District Attorney

Sex Crimes Committee Co-Chair: Adrian Van Nice,  

Chief Deputy District Attorney, 20th Judicial District, 

Boulder, CO

Sex Crimes Committee Co-Chair: Elizabeth Ortiz, 

Executive Director, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ 

Advisory Council

The Prosecutor

https://ndaa.org/membership/women-prosecutor-section/
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The 5th Annual 
Gala Dinner

NDAA WOMEN PROSECUTORS SECTION
— Presents —

b Building a Culture of Women Leaders a

The Fifth Annual Women Prosecutors Section Gala Dinner is a fabulous evening of cocktails,
a four-course gourmet dinner and an enriching presentation. The WPS is the fastest growing
section within NDAA and welcomes all members and nonmembers to attend.

The dinner will take place at restaurant Le Parlementaire.
Located in Quebec City’s provincial Parliament
Building, Le Parlementaire is a magnificent beaux arts
dining room that offers a menu worthy of the most
refined palates. Le Parlementaire is unique among the
city’s gourmet restaurants. Additionally, tour guides will
show you the legislative chambers of the National
Assembly and share the history and working of Quebec’s
parliamentary institutions.

Ticket price includes a presentation along
with a drink ticket, passed appetizers, a full
dinner with soup, salad and dessert. A cash
bar will also be available. Large groups
may purchase tables of eight. Due to

limited seating, this popular event will sell out quickly.
Please register and purchase your tickets soon as tickets
will not be available at the door.

Wednesday, July 24, 2019

$55 – NDAA Members & Spouses
$65 – Non-Members (Or join NDAA and WPS now!)
$50 – Current Law Students, Law Clerks and Law Administrative Staff

For questions, contact Mary Ashley
MAshley@sbcda.org.

Le Parlementaire
1045 Rue des Parlementaires, Québec, QC G1A 1A3, Canada

1033582_WPS_GalaDinner_FinalPRINT.qxp_NDAA  3/4/19  12:44 AM  Page 1
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MARK A. DUPREE, SR.
Wyandotte County District Attorney

Kansas

1  What is your favorite part about working as a 
prosecutor in your office?

The community involvement. The fact that we have 
so many community members that drop by and call. 
They are being positively affected by the types of 
relationships which they have never been seen before.

2  What is your proudest professional moment?

The creation of the Conviction Integrity Unit. It 
was a great achievement for the integrity of this 
community and, overwhelmingly, for the criminal 
justice system.

3  What is on your wish list for the next 10 years 
for NDAA?

That the country really hears the voice of NDAA as 
the criminal justice leader concerning prosecution as 
we continue to build our voice not just the national 
level, but on the local and state levels as well.

4  What are your hopes for the prosecution 
profession?

That we continue to build better relationships with 
the communities we serve. I think the stereotype 
of the prosecution profession is somewhat tainted 
because of the lack of understanding of what our 
jobs entail. The goal is to make sure the communities 
we serve know not only the purpose and the reason 
for our roles, but also that each of us, individually, 
knows why we serve in the capacity we do for our 
communities.

5  Any random facts you could share with us?

I am the first African-American elected District 
Attorney in the state of Kansas.

6  What did you want to be when growing up?

I wanted to be an attorney and an entrepreneur. 
I wrote a business plan when I was in elementary 
school. It was for “Soothing Soles”. It was a sole that 
would actually give massages to your feet as you 
walked. Once I finally graduated, Dr. Scholl’s had 
already taken off, so I became a lawyer! 

7  What is your favorite sport?

Wrestling…real wrestling, not the WWE!

8  What one food do you wish had zero calories?

Hamburgers!

Qualifications

Washburn University Law School 
Juris Doctorate Degree

University of Kansas 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science with 
minor in Leadership Studies

Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

Johnson County Public Defender’s Office 
Assistant Public Defender

MEET A NDAA MEMBER
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By ROB MCKENNA, Former Washington State Attorney 
General and President of the National Association of 
Attorneys General

Fighting Human Trafficking In A 
Digitally Transformed World

Right now, in metropolitan areas across the county, 
law enforcement agencies are deploying simple-to-use 
technology to gather live information on human traffickers 
and on those who buy sex from trafficking victims. In 
a recent operation, a vice detective went from a software 
training in the morning, to placing a decoy chatbot ad at 
lunch, to placing a violent trafficker of children in custody 
before dinner. Simultaneously, social service providers are 
connecting with thousands of potential trafficking victims 
through cloud-based text messaging platforms. The future of 
anti-human trafficking is here.

Stories coming out of the multi-county anti-trafficking 
operations in Florida give us a snapshot of the scale and 
severity of what victims are experiencing, and the scale of 
the crime can seem overwhelming. But when I consider 
the technology tools that are available to law enforcement 
to fight human trafficking today, I am in awe of the 
unprecedented progress we’ve made in just a few short 
years. In Washington State, I’ve had a front row seat as several 
technology innovations developed by Seattle Against Slavery 
(SAS) and their team of Microsoft volunteers have helped 
provide needed data, spur arrests, and give victims pathways 
to escape their exploitation. More recently, I’ve seen these 
innovations come together into a holistic supply-and-
demand disruption package called Freedom Signal (www.
FreedomSignal.org).

Eight years ago, as Washington State Attorney General and 
president of the National Association of Attorney Generals 
(NAAG), my colleagues and I launched a program called 
“Pillars of Hope” aimed at disrupting human trafficking 
across the country. Human trafficking became a critical 
focus of NAAG training and coordination and is still an 
area of importance today. During the initial Pillars of Hope 
conference, we explored how modern traffickers followed 
the trends of other commercial enterprises, using the internet 
and mobile technology to facilitate the victimization of 
minors and adults. Data was scarce, but story after story 
emerged of survivors and their families who had witnessed 
the exploitation of trafficking victims, sometimes for 
years, as they were sold to countless buyers through online  
classified ads.

Seven years ago, my office fought Backpage.com in court on 
behalf of victims in states like mine, and online advertisements 
for sex with a potential trafficking victim were found to be 
protected under Section 230 of the federal Communications 
Decency Act. The online ‘shopping’ convenience of sites 
like Backpage resulted in massive increases in demand for 
commercial sex. This meant that the supply of victims being 
prostituted has been increased to meet that demand, and this 
growth aligns to the increase in trafficking victims that we 
see in sex trafficking statistics across the country.

Against this dire backdrop, the anti-trafficking movement 
persisted wherever possible. Federal, state, and local law 
enforcement shared strategies for targeting individual 

traffickers, which grew into prosecutions of trafficking 
networks. Social service providers pushed for broader support 
for trafficking victims, and for the first time, trafficking 
survivors in many states had the trauma-informed care they 
needed. Awareness efforts evolved into lifting up survivor 
voices, and these survivors helped develop strategies for 
the complex and nuanced areas of law that were emerging 
around human trafficking investigations. Even as traffickers 
were being arrested and survivors began to receive support, 
we still saw a steady influx of exploited children and adults 
into the sex trade.

In Washington State in late 2015, organizations like Seattle 
Against Slavery began a new approach to fight sex trafficking. 
They formed a coalition and started working directly with 
volunteers from the technology community to find solutions 
that could meet the scale of exploitation we were seeing 
in our cities and counties. Experts from companies like 

“How do you expect to uproot a 
tree when all you are doing  

is ripping at the leaves?” 
— Rachel Moran, human trafficking 

survivor, speaker, and author

www.FreedomSignal.org
www.FreedomSignal.org
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Microsoft stepped forward, and tools emerged to not only 
identify victims and connect them with services, but also to 
disrupt the source of funding for sex trafficking and much of 
its violence: buyers of commercial sex. As trafficking survivor 
and author Rachel Moran put it when asked about strategies 
that did not arrest sex buyers but only traffickers or those in 
prostitution, “How do you expect to uproot a tree when all 
you are doing is ripping at the leaves?”

The team brought in survivors, law enforcement, service 
providers like Real Escape from the Sex Trade (REST) 
and industry experts to participate in beta testing and 
“hackathons.” The tools they developed were packaged into 
a holistic suite and launched as Freedom Signal, and the 
initial results have been remarkable.

Victim outreach campaigns, in partnership with community 
advocates, have used text messages to connect over 1,200 
potential trafficking victims with local support services. 
Using search engine ads, over 2 million attempts to buy sex 
online have instead received public service announcements 
highlighting the harm and consequences of human 
trafficking. Social media ads were tested for their effectiveness 
and the resulting messages have been shown to over 3 million 
potential sex buyers using advanced targeting algorithms.

Software chat bots, posing as trafficking victims in online 
classified ads, have disrupted nearly 17,000 attempts to buy 
trafficked sex and have gathered critical information about 
the buyers. Data analytics have finally given us the ability 
to track the impact of these efforts, and online searches for 
commercial sex keywords have decreased by over 50% in 

The Prosecutor

targeted areas. For the first time, we have tools that can meet 
the scale of the problem, and the data to show that they 
work. Cloud-computing efficiencies can now make this 
technology available to municipalities for a fraction of the 
cost of a single trafficking sting operation.

In April 2018, the CEO and board members of Backpage.com 
were arrested, the site and its affiliates were shut down, and 
the company pled guilty to multiple counts including felony 
human trafficking. Weeks later, years of federal legislative 
effort came to fruition as the Allow States and Victims to 
Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA/SESTA) was 
signed into law, barring U.S.-based websites from knowingly 
profiting from human trafficking or prostitution. The online 
sex ecosystem saw a dramatic decrease in traffic following 
the Backpage.com shutdown, but it was temporary. Within 
months, a fragmented landscape of Backpage copycat sites 
emerged, many having moved their operations overseas. In 
response to this fragmentation, services like Freedom Signal 
have had to expand their efforts to index and catalogue a 
much wider range of sites nationally. 

Even still, I remain hopeful. I see the power and adaptability 
of technologies like Freedom Signal combining with the 
experience and commitment of law enforcement agencies 
around the country. I believe a new era of the anti-trafficking 
movement is emerging. Each day, technology brings us 
one step closer to addressing one of the most tragic and 
heartbreaking injustices of our time. The day may now be 
here when sex trafficking in the United States can finally 
become what it deserves to be: a thing of the past.

“Zoe”

1. Post Ad 2. Find Ad

3. Texting

“Jack”

Text 
Outreach

(via Azure app)

Deterrence
Chat Bot
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By JONATHAN W. BLODGETT

NDAA Delegation Visits Microsoft 
Cyber Crime Unit

On February 5 and 6, 2019, I was honored to lead a delegation 
of fellow district attorneys to the Microsoft campus in 
Redmond, Washington. The idea behind this meeting started 
with a discussion I had with my former boss, John E. Murphy, 
Jr., whose firm Murphy Donoghue Partners, represents 
Microsoft in Massachusetts. I spoke with Jack about the 
possibility of a partnership between the National District 
Attorneys Association and Microsoft to fight and prosecute 
crime in the new frontier of the digital world as well as 
improve and enhance data collection especially as it pertains 
to the scourge of human trafficking. Ultimately, our executive 
director Nelson Bunn and Microsoft senior attorney Brian 
Burke worked out the details of our trip including topics of 
discussion and the makeup of the delegation. (D.A.s with 
districts of 500,000 or greater.)

After a tour of the sprawling campus comprised of six 
buildings housing 60,000 employees, we settled in at the 
Microsoft Cyber Crime Unit facility for an incredibly intense 
and informative discussion on a myriad of topics including 
human trafficking, facial recognition, artificial intelligence 
and tech scams. The team of presenters was comprised of 
seasoned attorneys, most of whom had distinguished careers 
as prosecutors or other government service.

We covered a lot of information over the course of the two 
days and specific points of contact from Microsoft were 
identified for each topic of discussion to facilitate follow-
up. There was a presentation on the Microsoft/NYPD’s 
Domain Awareness System, a sophisticated network of 
cameras, radiation detectors, license plate readers, etc. The 
system uses advanced technology to integrate many pieces 
of data to increase the speed and effectiveness of the police 
when investigating or combatting crime or terrorism.

We also learned about technology that can improve case 
load management for prosecutors, identify and fight fraud, 
phishing, and other tech scams. We identified areas for 
collaboration on webinar topics including the Dark Web, 
and artificial intelligence. We also discussed possible law 

enforcement applications of Microsoft’s PhotoDNA and 
facial recognition technology.

The most promising discussion however, was how we might 
work together to develop an information sharing network 
to combat human trafficking. As we know, this crime crosses 
jurisdictional boundaries and victims are often moved 
from state to state. An easily accessible network may aid in 
investigations and help build more effective cases against the 
perpetrators of this heinous crime. 

We established an excellent groundwork for future 
collaboration with Microsoft. I believe there is tremendous 
potential in using their technology and know-how to further 
our shared mission of protecting the public’s safety, seeking 
justice on behalf of victims and upholding the law.

Postscript: Ironically, not even two weeks after our visit, 
the events in Jupiter, Florida, being handled by our board 
member, State Attorney for Palm Beach County David 
Aronberg, illustrates the urgency of developing more 
effective methods to combat and prosecute this scourge.
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M. KIMBERLY BROWN
Senior Attorney, National Traffic Law Center

MEET THE TEAM

Job Responsibilities

• Participates in the development and delivery of training 
for prosecutors, judges, law enforcement officers, and 
other traffic safety professional on a variety of traffic 
safety issues including impaired driving; 

• Gives technical assistance to the traffic safety community 
on legal issues and prosecutorial methods and practices;

• Performs legal research and analyses current legal trends 
for targeted training; and

• Prepares, writes, edits and publishes articles and reviews 
of court decisions; and writes trial aids, newsletters, 
monographs, white papers, and various scholarly 
publications.

Professional Memberships and Activities

• Member of the Michigan, District of Columbia, and 
Virginia Bars.

1  Before working at NDAA, what was the most 
unusual or interesting job you’ve ever had?

Working at a Presidential Inaugural Ball making sure 
guests did not “borrow” the flower arrangements.

2  What do you like most about NDAA?

I like my NDAA colleagues and the folks in the 
traffic safety community.

3  What has been your favorite project at NDAA?

Working on an amicus brief for the Unites States 
Supreme Court.

4  What did you want to be when growing up?

A FBI agent.

5  What is the first concert you attended?

Barry Manilow, The Hollywood Bowl, age 8.

6  What is your favorite sport?

Football.

7  What one food do you wish had zero calories?

Anything milk chocolate.
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Worcester County Community 
Outreach Efforts

Worcester County (Massachusetts) District Attorney Joseph 
D. Early, Jr. has always believed in prevention initiatives as an 
effective and cost-effective way to reduce crime.

When he first ran for district attorney in 2006, he often said 
that he would rather prevent a crime than have to solve one, 
a statement he has repeated frequently since being sworn in 
for his first term in 2007.

Soon after taking office, he expanded his office’s community 
outreach efforts, created a young adult diversion program 
for first-time offenders and began using money seized from 
drug dealers to improve ballfields and playgrounds and fund 
programs to keep young people busy and around responsible 
adults.

He also created an annual Student Wellness Conference to 
encourage high school students throughout his jurisdiction 
of 60 communities to make smart and healthy decisions.

District Attorney Early’s community outreach team is on 
the road every day, making presentations at schools on such 
topics as bullying and cyber-bullying prevention, safe use 
of technology, substance abuse and distracted driving. The 
team also visits senior centers for talks on fraud, scams and 
identity theft protection. The bullying and cyber-bullying 
presentation is one of the most requested programs as schools 
increase their efforts to address bullying. 

Presenters, including District Attorney Early, stress the 
golden rule, encouraging students to treat others the way 
they would like to be treated. They show how bullying 
and cyber-bullying are hurtful activities, and let the young 
people know what they should do if they are the victims of 
bullying or if they witness bullying.

Since 2007, DA Early’s outreach team has made more 
than 5,500 presentations, reaching over 514,000 attendees, 
including 370,000 students. The juvenile courts in Worcester 
County have experienced a 57 percent reduction in cases 
during that time. The school presentations last 30 minutes to 
an hour and can be tailored to the school or group’s needs. 
The programs are free of charge.

The young adult diversion program created by the district 
attorney’s office allows those arrested for offenses such as 
trespassing, possessing an open container of alcohol and 
disturbing the peace to avoid a criminal record if they 
successfully complete the program.

Young adults enter the program prior to arraignment and 
must complete eight hours of community service, usually 
helping to improve ballfields and playgrounds. The district 
attorney believes having the offenders engage in community 
service is more effective preventing future crimes than 
paying a fine, and the work gives children safe places to play.

DA Early has also taken more than $1.3 million seized from 
narcotics dealers and reinvested the money in the communities 
that have been ravaged by drug dealing and abuse. Through 
grants to sports teams, community organizations and other 
groups, the program’s focus is to provide children healthy 
activities around responsible adults during the critical after-
school hours of 3–6 p.m.

The district attorney’s office believes the reduction of 
juvenile cases and the low number of homicides and other 
violent crime in Worcester County show that by working 
with community partners these prevention initiatives are 
effective.
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In 2015, DA Early started an Opioid Task Force as part of his commitment to combat the opioid abuse 

epidemic in his jurisdiction. An outgrowth of the task force was a suggestion to reach children before high 

school to talk about the dangers of opioid addiction. The district attorney’s office partnered with the Town 

of Leicester and Leicester Police Department to win a grant from the state Attorney General’s Office to pay 

for such a program. From there, an agreement was entered with Overdose Lifeline, Inc., created by Justine 

Phillips who lost her son to addiction. The idea was to use its evidence-based, anti-drug program and short 

film “This Is (Not) About Drugs”, to reach students in grades six to twelve. 

The program starts with an interactive session where the students’ knowledge of drug abuse is assessed, 

followed by the film featuring teenagers talking about their real-life experiences interacting with illicit drugs. 

In the interactive sessions and film, misused pain medications and street drugs such as heroin are discussed. 

By the end of the program, the students have a much better understanding of the dangers of drugs and the 

impact they can have on people’s lives.

The first presentations in November of 2017 were made to all 6th grade students at Leicester Middle School, 

followed by 7th and 8th grade classes. Since then, the district attorney’s outreach team has brought “This Is 

(Not) About Drugs” to middle schools throughout Worcester County. In addition, the program is presented 

in the summer to junior police academies and summer camps.

“This is a program that works,” Early said. “We’re not in the schools to scare anyone, but to educate them 

about opioid abuse. We want the students to make good choices and empower them to think a little bit more 

about the dangers of opioids.”

Leicester Police Chief James Hurley said he was impressed by the quality of the film and the presentation by 

the district attorney’s outreach staff. “We need to reach out to our children as early as possible and educate 

them about the dangers of opioids,” he said. “We can’t afford not to undertake this effort; we owe them the 

opportunity to avoid the opioid epidemic which they had no part in creating.”

“This Is (Not) About Drugs” Outreach Initiative
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Local Opinion Editorial

BY NANCY PARR 

I STARTED thinking about the fate of local newspapers 
recently and the trend of large corporations buying up small 
independent papers. While I may complain about some of 
the stories my local newspaper writes and may disagree 
with their editorials and columns, I do value its role and 
connection to this community. 

I value local coverage of the courts, trials and crimes. I 
reached out to the reporter who covers Chesapeake courts 
and asked about journalism ethics. I thought I knew the 
answer and I was right. 

Like most newspapers, The Virginian-Pilot has a Code of 
Ethics and Professionalism. And, of course, it has editors. The 
code and editors are important because they guide, lead and 
hold the reporters accountable. 

Several statements in The Virginian-Pilot Newsroom Code 
of Ethics and Professionalism (revised December 2016) 
highlight the overall essence of it for me. 

First, “never … forget for a moment the power of the printed 
word to do wrong as well as to right wrong.” Second, “[i]t 
gets easier every day for people to fool others, with fake news 
or misleading information.” Third, “[a]lways corroborate 
information.” 

These are guidelines that social media commentators/
writers/reporters do not have. These are guidelines that 
when a large out-of-town newspaper reporter chooses to 
ignore, no one at that big conglomerate is going to care. 
Bloggers and reporters who have no connection to my city 
do not have the same incentive to provide fair, accurate and 
unbiased coverage of crimes and trials. 

They can create hate and discontent with misleading 
statements, incomplete quotes, misstatement of facts and the 
one-sided version of events which supports their headline 
and move on. When this happens, the opportunity for the 
prosecutor, the police and the defense attorney to present 
their side or to make corrections disappears. 

In Virginia (as in every state) prosecutors are restricted by the 
Virginia State Bar’s Code of Professional Responsibility as 
to what information may be disclosed to the public and the 
media regarding investigations and trials. A local newspaper 
reporter who knows the court system, knows the prosecutor 
and defense attorney and has covered investigations and trials, 
appreciates that many times it is not that prosecutors do not 
want to share information but that the prosecutor cannot. 

Large outside newspapers, bloggers, social media 
commentators and national television reporters do not know 
the rules to which we must adhere, do not even know the 
applicable laws of the Commonwealth, and do not know 
how the Virginia court system operates. The outsider’s 
lack of accurate information results in stories that are not 
reflective of accurate and fair reporting. Bloggers and social 
media commentators (especially those who write/comment 
anonymously) have no code of ethics and no guidelines. 

With the assistance of the same reporter, I found the Society 
of Professional Journalists (SPJ) Code of Ethics. (spj.org/
ethicscode.asp) The SPJ states clearly that it is not a set 
of rules but it “is a guide that encourages all who engage in 
journalism to take responsibility for the information they 
provide, regardless of medium.” 

Nancy Parr: Local coverage makes a difference

Featured in The Virginian Pilot

http://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
http://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
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2019 Training Course Schedule-at-a-Glance

The principles of the SPJ code include the following: 
“Ethical journalism treats sources, colleagues and members 
of the public as human beings deserving of respect. 

“Refuse gifts, favors, fees, free travel and special treatment, 
and avoid political and other outside activities that may 
compromise integrity or impartiality, or may damage 
credibility. 

“Ethical journalism means taking responsibility for one’s 
work and explaining one’s decision to the public.” 

If you are reporting/commenting anonymously, then you 
certainly are not taking responsibility for your work. If you 
receive funds (really any form of a benefit) from any political 

or social movement organization, then your impartiality 
and credibility is questioned (rightly so). We have all read, 
watched and listened to reports where the subject has not 
been treated respectfully. 

Local media coverage keeps local prosecutors and other 
city leaders engaged in their communities. The community 
should have access to ethical and responsible reporting of 
crimes and trials. That type of reporting comes from a local 
newspaper and a local reporter. 

We should support our local newspapers and continue our 
respectful disagreements with them on issues because the 
alternative of not having truly local coverage is not beneficial 
to anyone.

COURSE DATES LOCATION

Prosecuting Homicide Cases:  
Inside the Mind of a Killer May 6–10, 2019 Scottsdale, AZ

Career Prosecutor Course May 13–22, 2019 Cambridge, MA

Executive Course June 10–14, 2019 Washington, DC

NDAA Summer Summit:  
Innovations in Prosecution July 24–25, 2019 Quebec City, Canada

Prosecuting and Investigating Sexual 
Assault and Related Violent Crimes August 12–16, 2019 Minneapolis, MN

Prosecutor 101 September 16–19, 2019 Baltimore, MD

Domestic Violence Course October 2019 Phoenix, AZ

Prosecuting Drug Cases October 14–16, 2019 Louisville, KY

Office Administration Course October 28–November 1, 2019 Savannah, GA

Forensic Evidence Course December 9–12, 2019 New Orleans, LA

Visit NDAA.org for more course listings.



NDAA’s magazine, The Prosecutor, is the premiere 
publication for prosecutors around the country. To make 
sure that the publication’s content aligns with NDAA’s 
mission to be the voice of America’s prosecutors, we 
would like to invite you to contribute content. 

For more information, please visit
National District Attorneys Association
1400 Crystal Drive, Suite 330
Arlington, VA 22202
703.549.9222 • 703.836.3195 Fax
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