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STATUTORY FRAMEWORKS USED TO CHARGE CHILDREN 
FOR COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION & 

ALTERNATIVES TO PROSECUTION 
(Last Updated February 2012) 

 
This compilation contains legislation, session laws, and codified statues. All statutes, laws, and bills listed in this 
compilation have been signed by the pertinent governor and enacted into law. This report was complied using 
Westlaw Services.  This compilation is up-to-date as of the month it was created. However, please note we 
recommend checking both case law and current legislation for any possible modifications to the statutes listed 
below.  
 
 
Scope: This compilation contains legislation, session laws, and codified prostitution statutes most of which 
criminalize both adults and children.  Statutes criminalizing the promotion of prostitution were also included 
because some victims of human trafficking have been charged for being forced to prostitute others.   Finally, this 
compilation includes state laws which expressly immunize children from prosecution for prostitution and 
prostitution-related offenses and/or provide an affirmative defense, defense or diversion program.  
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SUMMARY CHART 
 
 

State 
 

Immunity from 
prostitution 

charges/prosecution 

Immunity from 
promotion of 
prostitution 

charges. 

Affirmative defense Defense Diversion 
Program 

Alabama   Ala. Code § 13A-6-159 
“In a prosecution for 
prostitution, or a sexually 
explicit performance 
defined in this article, of a 
human trafficking victim 
for the victim's illegal acts 
engaged in or performed 
as a result of labor 
servitude or sexual 
servitude, it shall be an 
affirmative defense that 
the person was a victim of 
human trafficking.” 

 
 

 

Colorado   Colo. Rev. Stat. § 18-1-
604(1) 
“. . . a person shall not be 
legally accountable for 
behavior of another 
constituting an offense if 
he is a victim of that 
offense or the offense is 
so defined that his 
conduct is inevitably 
incidental to its 
commission.” 

  

Connecticut Conn. Gen. Stat. § 
53a-82(a) 

 A person 16 or older 
“is guilty of 
prostitution . . .”  

This  statute provides 
immunity for any 
person under 16 from 
a charge of 
prostitution. 

 Conn. Gen. Stat. § 53a-
82(b) 
There is an “. . . 
affirmative defense that 
the actor was coerced . . .” 
by a violation of section 
53a-192a. (Trafficking in 
persons). 
 
 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 
53a-82(c) 

In a prosecution of a 
16 or 17 year old = “. 
. . presumption that 
the actor was coerced 
. . . by another person 
in violation of section 
53a-192a (Trafficking 
in person)”. 

 

Georgia   Ga. Code Ann. § 16-3-
6(b) 
“A person shall not be 
guilty of a sexual crime 
(includes prostitution & 
masturbation for hire) if 
the conduct upon which 
the alleged criminal 
liability is based was 
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committed under coercion 
or deception while the 
accused was being 
trafficked for sexual 
servitude in violation of 
subsection (c) of Code 
Section 16-5-46.” 

Illinois 720 Ill. Comp. Stat. 
Ann. 5/11-14(d) 

“. . . if it is 
determined, after a 
reasonable detention 
for investigative 
purposes, that a 
person . . .” 
suspected/charged 
with prostitution “. . 
.is a person under the 
age of 18, that person 
shall be immune from 
prosecution . . . and 
shall be subject to the 
temporary protective 
custody provisions . . 
.” Also a police 
officer who takes a 
person <18 into 
custody will report an 
allegation of 
violation of 
trafficking in persons 
to Dept. of Children 
& Family services. 

720 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 5/11-
14.3(a)(2)(C) 
Also for an 
offense for 
profiting from 
prostitution by “. 
. . any means . . . 
including from a 
person who 
patronizes a 
prostitute . . . 
does not apply to 
a person engaged 
in prostitution 
who is under 18 
years of age. A 
person cannot be 
convicted of 
promoting 
prostitution 
under this 
paragraph (C) if 
the practice of 
prostitution 
underlying the 
offense consists 
exclusively of 
the accused’s 
own acts of 
prostitution 
under Section 
11-14 of this 
Code 
(Prostitution).” 

  720 Ill. Comp. 
Stat. Ann. 5/11-
14(d) 
“. . . if it is 
determined, after a 
reasonable 
detention for 
investigative 
purposes, that a 
person . . .” 
suspected/charged 
with prostitution “. 
. .is a person under 
the age of 18, that 
person shall be 
immune from 
prosecution . . . and 
shall be subject to 
the temporary 
protective custody 
provisions . . .” 
Also a police 
officer who takes a 
person <18 into 
custody will report 
an allegation of 
violation of 
trafficking in 
persons to Dept. of 
Children & Family 
services. 

Iowa   Iowa Code § 710A.3 
“. . . in addition to any 
other affirmative defenses 
for which the victim 
might be eligible, to a 
prosecution for a criminal 
violation directly related 
to the defendant’s status 
as a victim of a crime that 
is a violation of section 
710A.2 (Human 
trafficking), that the 
defendant committed the 
violation under 
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compulsion by another’s 
threat of serious injury, 
provided that the 
defendant reasonably 
believed that such injury 
was imminent.” 

Louisiana    La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
14:46.3 (E) 
“No victim of 
trafficking as defined 
by the provisions of 
this Section 
(Trafficking of 
children for sexual 
purposes) shall be 
prosecuted for 
unlawful acts 
committed as a direct 
result of being 
trafficked.” 

 

Massachusetts   Mass. Ann. Laws Ch.272, 
§ 2 
 
In any prosecution or 
juvenile delinquency 
proceeding of a person 
who is a human 
trafficking victim, as 
defined by section 20M of 
chapter 233, it shall be an 
affirmative defense to 
charges of engaging in 
common night walking or 
common streetwalking in 
violation of section 53 of 
chapter 272 and to a 
violation of section 53A 
of said chapter 272 that, 
while a human trafficking 
victim, such person was 
under duress or coerced 
into committing the 
offenses for which such 
person is being 
prosecuted or against 
whom juvenile 
delinquency proceedings 
have commenced. 
 

 

 Mass. Ann. Laws 
Ch. 119, § 39L 
(2012). 
 
(a) Before or after 
arraignment in any 
juvenile 
delinquency or 
criminal 
proceeding against 
a sexually 
exploited child 
alleging that such 
juvenile or such 
defendant violated 
the prohibition 
against common 
night walking or 
common 
streetwalking 
under section 53 of 
chapter 272 or the 
provisions of 
subsection (a) of 
section 53A of said 
chapter 272, there 
shall be a 
presumption that a 
care and protection 
petition on behalf 
of such child, or a 
child in need of 
services petition 
under section 39E, 
shall be filed. Any 
person, including 
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the juvenile, may 
file a care and 
protection petition 
on behalf of such 
child, including a 
petition for 
emergency 
commitment under 
section 24, or a 
parent or a police 
officer may file a 
child in need of 
services petition 
under section 39E. 
 
(b) The court may 
appoint a guardian 
ad litem and shall 
hold a hearing on 
such petition. The 
court may allow a 
reasonable delay in 
the proceedings, 
including any 
arraignment, to 
consider the 
petition. The 
necessary findings 
of fact to support 
the court's decision 
shall be reduced to 
writing and made 
part of the court 
record. 
 
(c) Upon a motion 
by a party to the 
juvenile 
delinquency or 
criminal 
proceeding or by a 
guardian ad litem, 
unless the district 
attorney or the 
attorney general 
objects, and upon a 
finding that a child 
alleged to be a 
juvenile delinquent 
by reason of 
violating section 
53 of chapter 272 
or subsection (a) of 
section 53A of said 
chapter 272 is a 
child in need of 
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care and protection 
or a child in need 
of services, the 
court shall, if 
arraignment has 
not yet occurred, 
indefinitely stay 
arraignment and 
place the 
proceeding on file. 
If the court finds 
that the child has 
failed to 
substantially 
comply with the 
requirements of 
services or that the 
child's welfare or 
safety so requires, 
the court may 
remove the 
proceeding from 
file, arraign the 
child and restore 
the delinquency or 
criminal complaint 
to the docket for 
trial or further 
proceedings in 
accordance with 
the regular course 
of such 
proceedings. If 
arraignment has 
already occurred, 
unless the district 
attorney or the 
attorney general 
objects, the court 
shall place the 
child on pretrial 
probation under 
section 87 of 
chapter 276. If 
appropriate, the 
conditions of such 
probation shall 
include, but not be 
limited to, 
requiring the child 
to substantially 
comply with all 
lawful orders of the 
court, including 
orders relating to 
any care and 
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protection or child 
in need of services 
proceeding, and the 
child shall also 
comply with the 
guidance and 
services of the 
department or any 
designated non-
governmental 
service provider. If 
the child fails to 
substantially 
comply with the 
conditions of 
probation or if the 
child's welfare or 
safety so requires, 
the court may in its 
discretion restore 
the delinquency or 
criminal complaint 
to the docket for 
trial or further 
proceedings in 
accordance with 
the regular course 
of such 
proceedings. 

Michigan Mich. Comp. Laws § 
750.448  

“A person 16 years of 
age or older who 
accosts, solicits, or 
invites another 
person in a public 
place or in or from a 
building or vehicle, 
by word, gesture, or 
any other means, to 
commit prostitution 
or to do any other 
lewd or immoral act, 
is guilty of a crime . . 
.”  Persons under 16 
are immune from 
such prosecution. 

    

Minnesota Minn. Stat. Ann. § 
260B.007(6)(c) 

Effective August 1, 
2014. 

“The term delinquent 
child does not include 
a child under the age 

 Minn. Stat. Ann. § 
609.325(4) 
“. . . Affirmative defense 
to a charge under section 
609.324 (Loitering with 
intent to participate in 
prostitution) if the 
defendant proves by a 

 Minn. Stat. Ann. § 
609.093 

Effective August 1, 
2014 

A 16/17 yr. old 
alleged to have 
engaged in 
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of 16 years alleged to 
have engaged in 
conduct which 
would, if committed 
by an adult, violate 
any federal, state, or 
local law relating to 
being hired, offering 
to be hired, or 
agreeing to be hired 
by another individual 
to engage in sexual 
penetration or sexual 
conduct.” 
 

Minn. Stat. Ann. § 
260B.007(16)(d) 

Effective August 1, 
2014 
 
“. . . The term 
juvenile petty 
offender does not 
include a child under 
the age of 16 years 
alleged to have 
violated any law 
relating to being 
hired, offering to be 
hired, or agreeing to 
be hired by another 
individual to engage 
in sexual penetration 
or sexual conduct 
which, if committed 
by an adult, would be 
a misdemeanor.” 

preponderance of the 
evidence that the 
defendant is a labor 
trafficking victim . . . or a 
sex trafficking victim . .. 
and that the defendant 
committed the act only 
under compulsion by 
another who by explicit or 
implicit threats created a 
reasonable apprehension 
in the mind of the 
defendant . . .” 
 

prostitution who 
has not 
previously:1) been 
adjudicated delinq. 
for prostitution, 
been in a diversion 
program for 
prostitution, been 
on probation w/o 
adjudication for 
prostitution, been 
found to be a child 
in need of 
protection for 
prostitution/sexuall
y exploited and 
agrees to complete 
diversion program 
–then a prosecutor  
shall refer the child 
to a diversion 
program. 

 

* Note: A child 
who does not 
successfully 
complete the 
diversion program 
may be referred 
back for 
delinquency 
proceedings. 

Missouri    Mo. Rev. Stat. § 
566.223(2)  
“It is an affirmative 
defense for the offense of 
prostitution . . . that the 
defendant engaged in the 
conduct charged to 
constitute an offense 
because he or she was 
coerced to do so by the 
use of, or threatened use 
of, unlawful physical 
force upon himself or 
herself or a third person, 
which force or threatened 
force a person of 
reasonable firmness in his 
or her situation would 
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have been unable to 
resist.” 
 

New 
Hampshire 

  N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
654:2 
“ . . . affirmative defense 
to a charge under 
subparagraph I(a) 
(Prostitution and related 
offenses) that the 
defendant engaged in the 
conduct because he or she 
was the victim of 
trafficking in persons . . .” 

  

New Jersey   N.J. Stat. Ann. § 2C:34-
1(e) 
“. . . affirmative defense 
to prosecution for a 
violation of this section 
(Prostitution and related 
offenses) that, during the 
time of the alleged 
commission of the 
offense, the defendant 
was a victim of human 
trafficking . . .” 

 N.J. STAT. § 
2A:4A-71 (b) 
. . . 
 
“b. Every 
complaint shall be 
reviewed by court 
intake services for 
recommendation as 
to whether the 
complaint should 
be dismissed, 
diverted, or 
referred for court 
action. Where the 
complaint alleges a 
crime which, if 
committed by an 
adult, would be a 
crime of the first, 
second, third or 
fourth degree, or 
alleges a repetitive 
disorderly persons 
offense or any 
disorderly persons 
offense defined in 
chapter 35 or 
chapter 36 of Title 
2C, the complaint 
shall be referred 
for court action, 
unless the 
prosecutor 
otherwise consents 
to diversion. Court 
intake services 
shall consider the 
following factors 
in determining 
whether to 
recommend 
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diversion: 
. . . . 
(11) Any 
information 
relevant to the 
offense in any case 
where the juvenile 
is charged with an 
act which if 
committed by an 
adult would 
constitute 
prostitution in 
violation of 
N.J.S.2C:34-1 or 
any offense which 
the juvenile alleges 
is related to the 
juvenile being a 
victim of human 
trafficking.” 

New York     Ny. Fam. Ct. Act § 
311.4 (3). 
Substitution of 
petition or finding 
 

“3. In any 
proceeding under 
this article based 
upon an arrest for 
an act of 
prostitution, there 
is a presumption 
that the respondent 
meets the criteria 
as a victim of a 
severe form of 
trafficking as 
defined in section 
7105 of title 22 of 
the United States 
Code (Trafficking 
Victims Protection 
Act of 2000). Upon 
the motion of the 
respondent, 
without the consent 
of the presentment 
agency, a petition 
alleging that the 
respondent is in 
need of supervision 
shall be substituted 
for the delinquency 
petition. If, 
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however, the 
respondent has 
been previously 
adjudicated as a 
juvenile delinquent 
under this article 
for an act which 
would be a crime 
pursuant to article 
two hundred thirty 
of the penal law, if 
the respondent was 
an adult, or 
expresses a current 
unwillingness to 
cooperate with 
specialized 
services for 
sexually exploited 
youth, continuing 
with the 
delinquency 
proceeding shall be 
within the court's 
discretion. The 
necessary findings 
of fact to support 
the continuation of 
the delinquency 
proceeding shall be 
reduced to writing 
and made part of 
the court record. If, 
subsequent to 
issuance of a 
substitution order 
under this 
subdivision and 
prior to the 
conclusion of the 
fact finding 
hearing on the 
petition alleging 
that the respondent 
is a person in need 
of supervision, the 
respondent is not 
in substantial 
compliance with a 
lawful order of the 
court, the court 
may, in its 
discretion, 
substitute the 
original petition 
alleging that the 
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respondent is a 
juvenile delinquent 
for the petition 
alleging that the 
respondent is in 
need of 
supervision.” 
 

 
Oklahoma   Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 21, § 

748(D) 

It is an affirmative 
defense to prosecution for 
a criminal offense that, 
during the time of the 
alleged commission of the 
offense, the defendant 
was a victim of human 
trafficking. 

  

Oregon    Or. Rev. Stat. § 
163.269 

“A person who is the 
victim of a crime 
described in ORS 
163.263 (Subjecting 
another person to 
involuntary servitude 
in the second degree), 
163.264 (Subjecting 
another person to 
involuntary servitude 
in the first degree) or 
163.266 (Trafficking 
in persons) may assert 
the defense of duress, 
as described in ORS 
161.270, if the person 
is prosecuted for 
conduct that 
constitutes services 
under ORS 163.261, 
that the person was 
caused to provide.” 

 

Rhode Island   R.I Gen. Laws Ann. § 11-
34.1-2(d)  

“In any prosecution for a 
violation under this 
section (Prostitution) it 
shall be an affirmative 
defense if the accused was 
forced to commit a 
commercial sexual 
activity by:” being: (1) 
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threatened/subjected to 
physical harm; (2) 
physically 
restrained/threatened to be 
physically restrained; (3) 
subject to threats of abuse 
of law/legal process; (4) 
destruction, concealment, 
removal or confiscation, 
of any passport or other 
immigration document, or  
other id ; or (5) subject to 
intimidation in which the 
accused's physical well 
being was perceived as 
threatened.” 

 
Tennessee Tenn. Code Ann. § 

39-13-513(d)  

“Notwithstanding any 
provision of this 
section (Prostitution) 
to the contrary, if it is 
determined after a 
reasonable detention 
for investigative 
purposes, that a 
person suspected of 
or charged with a 
violation of this 
section is under 
eighteen (18) years of 
age, that person shall 
be immune from 
prosecution for 
prostitution as a 
juvenile or adult. A 
law enforcement 
officer who takes a 
person under 
eighteen (18) years of 
age into custody for a 
suspected violation of 
this section shall, 
upon determination 
that the person is a 
minor, provide the 
minor with the 
telephone number for 
the national human 
trafficking resource 
center hotline and 
release the minor to 
the custody of a 
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parent or legal 
guardian.” 

Texas    Tex. Penal Code Ann. 
§ 43.02(d) 

“It is a defense to 
prosecution under this 
section (Prostitution) 
that the actor engaged 
in the conduct that 
constitutes the offense 
because the actor was 
the victim of conduct 
that constitutes an 
offense under Section 
20A.02 (Trafficking 
of Persons). 

 

Vermont  Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, 
§ 2652(c)(1)(B) 
“Notwithstanding any 
other provision of 
law, a person under 
the age of 18 shall be 
immune from 
prosecution in the 
criminal division of 
the superior court for 
a violation of section 
2632 of this title 
(prohibited acts; 
prostitution), but may 
be treated as a 
juvenile under 
chapter 52 of Title 33 
or referred to the 
department for 
children and families 
for treatment under 
chapter 53 of Title 
33.”  
 

Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 
13, § 2652(c)(2) 
“If a person who 
is a victim of sex 
trafficking in 
violation of 
subdivisions 
2652(a)(1)-(4) 
(Human 
trafficking) of 
this title is 
prosecuted for 
any offense or is 
the subject of 
any delinquency 
petition other 
than a violation 
of chapter 59 
(lewdness and 
prostitution) or 
63 (obscenity) of 
this title which 
arises out of the 
sex trafficking or 
benefits the sex 
trafficker, the 
person may raise 
as an affirmative 
defense that he 
or she committed 
the offense as a 
result of force, 
fraud, or 
coercion by a sex 
trafficker. 

 Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 13, 
§ 2652(c)(1)(A) 
“A person who is a 
victim of sex 
trafficking in 
violation of 
subdivisions 
2652(a)(1)-(4) of this 
title shall not be 
found in violation of 
or be the subject of a 
delinquency petition 
based on chapter 59 
(lewdness and 
prostitution) or 63 
(obscenity) of this 
title for any conduct 
committed as a victim 
of sex trafficking.” 

 

Washington     Wash. Rev. Code 
Ann. § 
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13.40.070(7) 

“Where a case is 
legally sufficient to 
charge an alleged 
offender with 
either prostitution 
or prostitution 
loitering and the 
alleged offense is 
the offender's first 
prostitution or 
prostitution 
loitering offense, 
the prosecutor shall 
divert the case.” 
 

Wash. Rev. Code 
Ann. §13.40.213 
(1) When a 
juvenile is alleged 
to have committed 
the offenses of 
prostitution or 
prostitution 
loitering, and the 
allegation, if 
proved, would not 
be the juvenile’s 
first offense, a 
prosecutor may 
divert the offense if 
the county in 
which the offense 
is alleged to have 
been committed 
has a 
comprehensive 
program that 
provides: (a) Safe 
and stable housing; 
(b) Comprehensive 
on-site case 
management; (c) 
Integrated mental 
health and 
chemical 
dependency 
services, including 
specialized trauma 
recovery services; 
(d) Education and 
employment 
training delivered 
on-site; and (e) 
Referrals to off-site 
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specialized 
services, as 
appropriate. 
 

(2) A prosecutor 
may divert a case 
for prostitution or 
prostitution 
loitering into the 
comprehensive 
program described 
in this section, 
notwithstanding 
the filing criteria 
set forth in RCW 
13.40.070(5). 
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ALABAMA  
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-12-121 (2011).  Prohibited Activity 
(a) No person shall commit an act of prostitution as defined in Section 13A-12-120. 
 
(b) No person shall solicit, compel, or coerce any person to have sexual intercourse or participate 
in any natural or unnatural sexual act, deviate sexual intercourse, or sexual contact for monetary 
consideration or other thing of marketable value. 
 
(c) No person shall agree to engage in sexual intercourse, deviant sexual intercourse, or sexual 
contact with another or participate in the act for monetary consideration or other thing of 
marketable value and give or accept monetary consideration or other thing of value in 
furtherance of the agreement. 
 
(d) No person shall knowingly do any of the following: 
 
(1) Cause or aid a person to commit or engage in prostitution.  
 
(2) Procure or solicit patrons for prostitution.  
 
(3) Provide persons or premises for prostitution purposes.  
 
(4) Receive or accept money or other thing of value pursuant to a prior agreement with any 
person whereby he or she participates or is to participate in the proceeds of any prostitution 
activity.  
 
(5) Operate or assist in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise.  
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-12-110 (2011). Definitions.  
The following definitions are applicable in Sections 13A-12-111 through 13A-12-113: 
 
(1) Advance prostitution. A person “advances prostitution” if, acting other than as a prostitute or 
a patron of a prostitute, he knowingly causes or aids a person to commit or engage in 
prostitution, procures or solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons or premises for 
prostitution purposes, operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a 
prostitution enterprise.  
 
(2) Profit from prostitution. A person “profits from prostitution” if, acting other than as a 
prostitute receiving compensation for personally-rendered prostitution services, he accepts or 
receives money or other property pursuant to a prior agreement with any person whereby he 
participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution activity.  
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-12-111 (2011). Promoting prostitution; first degree.  
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the first degree if he knowingly: 
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(1) Advances prostitution by compelling a person by force or intimidation to engage in 
prostitution, or profits from such coercive conduct by another; or  
 
(2) Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than 16 years of age.  
 

(b) Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a Class B felony. 
 
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-12-112 (2011). Promoting prostitution; second degree.  
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the second degree if he knowingly: 
 
(1) Advances or profits from prostitution by managing, supervising, controlling or owning, either 
alone or in association with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business or enterprise 
involving prostitution activity by two or more prostitutes other than the defendant; or  
 
(2) Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than 18 years of age.  
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a Class C felony. 
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-12-113 (2011). Promoting prostitution; third degree. 
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the third degree if he knowingly 
advances or profits from prostitution. 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
ALA. CODE § 13A-6-159 (2011).  Affirmative Defense 
In a prosecution for prostitution, or a sexually explicit performance defined in this article, of a 
human trafficking victim for the victim's illegal acts engaged in or performed as a result of labor 
servitude or sexual servitude, it shall be an affirmative defense that the person was a victim of 
human trafficking. 
 
 
ALASKA  
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.66.100 (2011). Prostitution 
(a) A person commits the crime of prostitution if the person 
 
(1) engages in or agrees or offers to engage in sexual conduct in return for a fee; or  
 
(2) offers a fee in return for sexual conduct.  
 
(b) Prostitution is a class B misdemeanor. 
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ALASKA STAT. § 11.66.110 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first degree  
 
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the first degree if the person 
 
(1) induces or causes a person to engage in prostitution through the use of force;  
 
(2) as other than a patron of a prostitute, induces or causes a person under 18 years of age to 
engage in prostitution; or  
 
(3) induces or causes a person in that person's legal custody to engage in prostitution.  
 
(b) In a prosecution under (a)(2) of this section, it is not a defense that the defendant reasonably 
believed that the person induced or caused to engage in prostitution was 18 years of age or older. 
 
(c) Except as provided in (d) of this section, promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class A 
felony. 
 
(d) A person convicted under (a)(2) of this section is guilty of an unclassified felony. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.66.120 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the second degree  
 
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the second degree if the person 
 
(1) manages, supervises, controls, or owns, either alone or in association with others, a 
prostitution enterprise other than a place of prostitution;  
 
(2) procures or solicits a patron for a prostitute; or  
 
(3) offers, sells, advertises, promotes, or facilitates travel that includes commercial sexual 
conduct as enticement for the travel; in this paragraph, “commercial sexual conduct” means 
sexual conduct for which anything of value is given or received by any person.  
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class B felony. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.66.130 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the third degree 
 
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the third degree if, with intent to 
promote prostitution, the person 
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(1) manages, supervises, controls, or owns, either alone or in association with others, a place of 
prostitution;  
 
(2) as other than a patron of a prostitute, induces or causes a person 18 years of age or older to 
engage in prostitution;  
 
(3) as other than a prostitute receiving compensation for personally rendered prostitution 
services, receives or agrees to receive money or other property pursuant to an agreement or 
understanding that the money or other property is derived from prostitution; or  
 
(4) engages in conduct that institutes, aids, or facilitates a prostitution enterprise.  
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a class C felony. 
 
 
ALASKA STAT. § 11.66.135 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the fourth degree 
 
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the fourth degree if the person 
engages in conduct that institutes, aids, or facilitates prostitution under circumstances not 
proscribed under AS 11.66.130(a)(4). 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the fourth degree is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
 
ARIZONA  
 
ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 13-3214 (2011).  Prostitution 
 
A. It is unlawful for a person to knowingly engage in prostitution. 
 
B. This section does not prohibit cities or towns from enacting and enforcing ordinances to 
suppress and prohibit prostitution that provide a punishment for misdemeanor violations that is at 
least as stringent as provided in this section. 
 
C. For the purposes of sentencing under this section, a previous violation of any city or town 
ordinance that prohibits prostitution and that has the same or substantially similar elements as 
this section shall be deemed to be a previous violation of this section. 
 
D. A person who violates this section is guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor, except that: 
 
1. A person who is convicted of a first violation of this section shall be sentenced to serve not 
less than fifteen consecutive days in jail and is not eligible for probation or suspension of 
execution of sentence until the entire sentence is served. 
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2. A person who is convicted of a second violation of this section shall be sentenced to serve not 
less than thirty consecutive days in jail and is not eligible for probation or suspension of 
execution of sentence until the entire sentence is served. 
 
3. A person who is convicted of a third violation of this section shall be sentenced to serve not 
less than sixty consecutive days in jail, is not eligible for probation or suspension of execution of 
sentence until the entire sentence is served and shall complete an appropriate court ordered 
education or treatment program. 
 
4. A person who has previously been convicted of three or more violations of this section and 
who commits a subsequent violation of this section is guilty of a class 5 felony, shall be 
sentenced to serve not less than one hundred eighty consecutive days in jail and is not eligible for 
probation or suspension of execution of sentence until the entire sentence is served. This 
paragraph does not prohibit a person from being sentenced to serve a period of incarceration in 
the state department of corrections. 
 
ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 13-3206 (2011). Taking child for purpose of 
prostitution; classification  
A person who takes away any minor from the minor's father, mother, guardian or other person 
having the legal custody of the minor, for the purpose of prostitution, is guilty of a class 4 felony. 
If the minor is under fifteen years of age, taking a child for the purpose of prostitution is a class 2 
felony and is punishable pursuant to § 13-705. 
 

ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 13-3212 (2011). Child prostitution; classification; 
increased punishment  
A. A person commits child prostitution by knowingly: 
 
1. Causing any minor to engage in prostitution. 
 
2. Using any minor for the purposes of prostitution. 
 
3. Permitting a minor who is under the person's custody or control to engage in prostitution. 
 
4. Receiving any benefit for or on account of procuring or placing a minor in any place or in the 
charge or custody of any person for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
5. Receiving any benefit pursuant to an agreement to participate in the proceeds of prostitution of 
a minor. 
 
6. Financing, managing, supervising, controlling or owning, either alone or in association with 
others, prostitution activity involving a minor. 
 
7. Transporting or financing the transportation of any minor with the intent that the minor engage 
in prostitution. 
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B. A person who is at least eighteen years of age commits child prostitution by knowingly: 
 
1. Engaging in prostitution with a minor who is under fifteen years of age. 
 
2. Engaging in prostitution with a minor who the person knows is fifteen, sixteen or seventeen 
years of age. 
 
3. Engaging in prostitution with a minor who is fifteen, sixteen or seventeen years of age. 
 
C. It is not a defense to a prosecution under subsection A and subsection B, paragraphs 1 and 2 
of this section that the other person is a peace officer posing as a minor or a person assisting a 
peace officer posing as a minor. 
 
D. Notwithstanding any other law, a sentence imposed on a person for a violation of subsection 
A or subsection B, paragraph 2 of this section involving a minor who is fifteen, sixteen or 
seventeen years of age shall be consecutive to any other sentence imposed on the person at any 
time. 
 
E. Child prostitution pursuant to subsection A of this section is a class 2 felony if the minor is 
under fifteen years of age and is punishable pursuant to § 13-705. 
 
F. Child prostitution pursuant to subsection B, paragraph 1 of this section is a class 2 felony and 
is punishable pursuant to § 13-705. 
 
G. If the minor is fifteen, sixteen or seventeen years of age, child prostitution pursuant to 
subsection A and subsection B, paragraph 2 of this section is a class 2 felony, the person 
convicted shall be sentenced pursuant to this section and the person is not eligible for suspension 
of sentence, probation, pardon or release from confinement on any basis except as specifically 
authorized by § 31-233, subsection A or B until the sentence imposed by the court has been 
served or commuted. The presumptive term may be aggravated or mitigated within the range 
under this section pursuant to § 13-701, subsections C, D and E. The terms are as follows: 
 
1. The term for a first offense is as follows: 
 Minimum Presumptive Maximum 
 7 years 10.5 years 21 years 
 
 
2. The term for a defendant who has one historical prior felony conviction for a violation of this 
section is as follows: 
 Minimum Presumptive Maximum 
 14 years 15.75 years 28 years 
 
 
3. The term for a defendant who has two or more historical prior felony convictions for a 
violation of this section is as follows: 
 Minimum Presumptive Maximum 
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 21 years 28 years 35 years 
 
 
H. Child prostitution pursuant to subsection B, paragraph 3 of this section is a class 6 felony. If 
the court sentences the person to a term of probation, the court shall order that as an initial term 
of probation the person be imprisoned in the county jail for not less than one hundred eighty 
consecutive days. This jail term shall commence on the date of sentencing. The court may 
suspend ninety days of the jail sentence if the person has not previously been convicted of a 
violation of this section, a violation of § 13-3214 or a violation of any city or town ordinance that 
prohibits prostitution and that has the same or substantially similar elements as § 13-3214 and 
the person successfully completes an appropriate court ordered education or treatment program. 
 
I. Nothing in this section precludes the state from alleging and proving any other sentencing 
enhancements as provided by law. 
 
ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 13-3552 (2011). Commercial sexual exploitation of a 
minor; classification  
 
A. A person commits commercial sexual exploitation of a minor by knowingly: 
 
1. Using, employing, persuading, enticing, inducing or coercing a minor to engage in or assist 
others to engage in exploitive exhibition or other sexual conduct for the purpose of producing 
any visual depiction or live act depicting such conduct. 
 
2. Using, employing, persuading, enticing, inducing or coercing a minor to expose the genitals or 
anus or the areola or nipple of the female breast for financial or commercial gain. 
 
3. Permitting a minor under the person's custody or control to engage in or assist others to 
engage in exploitive exhibition or other sexual conduct for the purpose of producing any visual 
depiction or live act depicting such conduct. 
 
4. Transporting or financing the transportation of any minor through or across this state with the 
intent that the minor engage in prostitution, exploitive exhibition or other sexual conduct for the 
purpose of producing a visual depiction or live act depicting such conduct. 
 
B. Commercial sexual exploitation of a minor is a class 2 felony and if the minor is under fifteen 
years of age it is punishable pursuant to § 13-705. 
 
 
ARKANSAS  
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-70-102 (2011). Prostitution; penalties.  
(a) A person commits prostitution if in return for or in expectation of a fee he or she engages in 
or agrees or offers to engage in sexual activity with any other person. 
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(b) Prostitution is a: 
 
(1) Class B misdemeanor for the first offense; and  
 
(2) Class A misdemeanor for second and subsequent offenses.  
 
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-70-101 (2011). Definitions.  
As used in this chapter: 
 
(1) “Advances prostitution” means a person if, acting other than as a prostitute or a patron of a 
prostitute, that person knowingly:  
 
(A) Causes or aids a person to commit or engage in prostitution;  
 
(B) Procures or solicits a patron for prostitution;  
 
(C) Provides a person or premises for prostitution purposes;  
 
(D) Operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise; or  
 
(E) Engages in any other conduct designed to institute, aid, or facilitate an act or enterprise of 
prostitution;  
 
(2) “Physical force” means any bodily impact, restraint, or confinement or the threat of bodily 
impact, restraint, or confinement;  
 
(3) “Profits from prostitution” means a person if, acting other than as a prostitute receiving 
compensation for personally rendered prostitution services, the person accepts or receives money 
or other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any person in which the person 
participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution; and  
 
(4) “Sexual activity” means sexual intercourse, deviate sexual activity, or sexual contact as 
defined in § 5-14-101;  
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-70-104 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first degree.  
(a) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution in the first degree if he or she 
knowingly: 
 
(1) Advances prostitution by compelling a person by physical force or intimidation to engage in 
prostitution or profits from such coercive conduct by another; or  
 
(2) Advances prostitution or profits from prostitution of a person less than eighteen (18) years of 
age.  
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(b) Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a Class D felony. 
 
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-70-105 (2011). Promoting prostitution, second degree 
(a) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution in the second degree if he or she 
knowingly advances prostitution or profits from prostitution by managing, supervising, 
controlling, or owning, either alone or in association with another, a house of prostitution or a 
prostitution enterprise involving two (2) or more prostitutes. 
 
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-70-106 (2011). Promoting prostitution, third degree 
 
(a) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution in the third degree if: 
 
(1) Having a possessory or proprietary interest in premises that he or she knows is being used for 
prostitution, the person fails to make reasonable effort to halt or abate the use for prostitution; or  
 
(2) He or she knowingly advances prostitution or profits from prostitution.  
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
 
ARK. CODE ANN. § 5-27-305 (2011). Transportation of minors for prohibited 
sexual conduct. 
(a) A person commits the offense of transportation of a minor for prohibited sexual conduct if the 
person transports, finances in whole or part the transportation of, or otherwise causes or 
facilitates the movement of any minor, and the actor: 
 
(1) Knows or has reason to know that prostitution or sexually explicit conduct involving the 
minor will be commercially exploited by any person; and  
 
(2) Acts with the purpose that the minor will engage in:  
 
(A) Prostitution; or  
 
(B) Sexually explicit conduct.  
 
(b) Transportation of a minor for prohibited sexual conduct is a Class A felony. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA  
 
CAL. PENAL CODE §647 (2011). Disorderly Conduct 
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Except as provided in subdivision (l), every person who commits any of the following acts is 
guilty of disorderly conduct, a misdemeanor: 
 
(a) Who solicits anyone to engage in or who engages in lewd or dissolute conduct in any public 
place or in any place open to the public or exposed to public view. 
 
(b) Who solicits or who agrees to engage in or who engages in any act of prostitution. A person 
agrees to engage in an act of prostitution when, with specific intent to so engage, he or she 
manifests an acceptance of an offer or solicitation to so engage, regardless of whether the offer 
or solicitation was made by a person who also possessed the specific intent to engage in 
prostitution. No agreement to engage in an act of prostitution shall constitute a violation of this 
subdivision unless some act, in addition to the agreement, is done within this state in furtherance 
of the commission of an act of prostitution by the person agreeing to engage in that act. As used 
in this subdivision, “prostitution” includes any lewd act between persons for money or other 
consideration. 
 
(c) Who accosts other persons in any public place or in any place open to the public for the 
purpose of begging or soliciting alms. 
 
(d) Who loiters in or about any toilet open to the public for the purpose of engaging in or 
soliciting any lewd or lascivious or any unlawful act. 
 
(e) Who lodges in any building, structure, vehicle, or place, whether public or private, without 
the permission of the owner or person entitled to the possession or in control of it. 
 
(f) Who is found in any public place under the influence of intoxicating liquor, any drug, 
controlled substance, toluene, or any combination of any intoxicating liquor, drug, controlled 
substance, or toluene, in a condition that he or she is unable to exercise care for his or her own 
safety or the safety of others, or by reason of his or her being under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor, any drug, controlled substance, toluene, or any combination of any intoxicating liquor, 
drug, or toluene, interferes with or obstructs or prevents the free use of any street, sidewalk, or 
other public way. 
 
(g) When a person has violated subdivision (f), a peace officer, if he or she is reasonably able to 
do so, shall place the person, or cause him or her to be placed, in civil protective custody. The 
person shall be taken to a facility, designated pursuant to Section 5170 of the Welfare and 
Institutions Code, for the 72-hour treatment and evaluation of inebriates. A peace officer may 
place a person in civil protective custody with that kind and degree of force which would be 
lawful were he or she effecting an arrest for a misdemeanor without a warrant. No person who 
has been placed in civil protective custody shall thereafter be subject to any criminal prosecution 
or juvenile court proceeding based on the facts giving rise to this placement. This subdivision 
shall not apply to the following persons: 
 
(1) Any person who is under the influence of any drug, or under the combined influence of 
intoxicating liquor and any drug. 
 



 35 

(2) Any person who a peace officer has probable cause to believe has committed any felony, or 
who has committed any misdemeanor in addition to subdivision (f). 
 
(3) Any person who a peace officer in good faith believes will attempt escape or will be 
unreasonably difficult for medical personnel to control. 
 
(h) Who loiters, prowls, or wanders upon the private property of another, at any time, without 
visible or lawful business with the owner or occupant. As used in this subdivision, “loiter” means 
to delay or linger without a lawful purpose for being on the property and for the purpose of 
committing a crime as opportunity may be discovered. 
 
(i) Who, while loitering, prowling, or wandering upon the private property of another, at any 
time, peeks in the door or window of any inhabited building or structure, without visible or 
lawful business with the owner or occupant. 
 
(j)(1) Any person who looks through a hole or opening, into, or otherwise views, by means of 
any instrumentality, including, but not limited to, a periscope, telescope, binoculars, camera, 
motion picture camera, camcorder, or mobile phone, the interior of a bedroom, bathroom, 
changing room, fitting room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the interior of any other area in 
which the occupant has a reasonable expectation of privacy, with the intent to invade the privacy 
of a person or persons inside. This subdivision shall not apply to those areas of a private business 
used to count currency or other negotiable instruments. 
 
(2) Any person who uses a concealed camcorder, motion picture camera, or photographic camera 
of any type, to secretly videotape, film, photograph, or record by electronic means, another, 
identifiable person under or through the clothing being worn by that other person, for the purpose 
of viewing the body of, or the undergarments worn by, that other person, without the consent or 
knowledge of that other person, with the intent to arouse, appeal to, or gratify the lust, passions, 
or sexual desires of that person and invade the privacy of that other person, under circumstances 
in which the other person has a reasonable expectation of privacy. 
 
(3)(A) Any person who uses a concealed camcorder, motion picture camera, or photographic 
camera of any type, to secretly videotape, film, photograph, or record by electronic means, 
another, identifiable person who may be in a state of full or partial undress, for the purpose of 
viewing the body of, or the undergarments worn by, that other person, without the consent or 
knowledge of that other person, in the interior of a bedroom, bathroom, changing room, fitting 
room, dressing room, or tanning booth, or the interior of any other area in which that other 
person has a reasonable expectation of privacy, with the intent to invade the privacy of that other 
person. 
 
(B) Neither of the following is a defense to the crime specified in this paragraph: 
 
(i) The defendant was a cohabitant, landlord, tenant, cotenant, employer, employee, or business 
partner or associate of the victim, or an agent of any of these. 
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(ii) The victim was not in a state of full or partial undress. 
 
(k) In any accusatory pleading charging a violation of subdivision (b), if the defendant has been 
once previously convicted of a violation of that subdivision, the previous conviction shall be 
charged in the accusatory pleading. If the previous conviction is found to be true by the jury, 
upon a jury trial, or by the court, upon a court trial, or is admitted by the defendant, the defendant 
shall be imprisoned in a county jail for a period of not less than 45 days and shall not be eligible 
for release upon completion of sentence, on probation, on parole, on work furlough or work 
release, or on any other basis until he or she has served a period of not less than 45 days in a 
county jail. In all cases in which probation is granted, the court shall require as a condition 
thereof that the person be confined in a county jail for at least 45 days. In no event does the court 
have the power to absolve a person who violates this subdivision from the obligation of spending 
at least 45 days in confinement in a county jail. 
 
In any accusatory pleading charging a violation of subdivision (b), if the defendant has been 
previously convicted two or more times of a violation of that subdivision, each of these previous 
convictions shall be charged in the accusatory pleading. If two or more of these previous 
convictions are found to be true by the jury, upon a jury trial, or by the court, upon a court trial, 
or are admitted by the defendant, the defendant shall be imprisoned in a county jail for a period 
of not less than 90 days and shall not be eligible for release upon completion of sentence, on 
probation, on parole, on work furlough or work release, or on any other basis until he or she has 
served a period of not less than 90 days in a county jail. In all cases in which probation is 
granted, the court shall require as a condition thereof that the person be confined in a county jail 
for at least 90 days. In no event does the court have the power to absolve a person who violates 
this subdivision from the obligation of spending at least 90 days in confinement in a county jail. 
 
In addition to any punishment prescribed by this section, a court may suspend, for not more than 
30 days, the privilege of the person to operate a motor vehicle pursuant to Section 13201.5 of the 
Vehicle Code for any violation of subdivision (b) that was committed within 1,000 feet of a 
private residence and with the use of a vehicle. In lieu of the suspension, the court may order a 
person's privilege to operate a motor vehicle restricted, for not more than six months, to 
necessary travel to and from the person's place of employment or education. If driving a motor 
vehicle is necessary to perform the duties of the person's employment, the court may also allow 
the person to drive in that person's scope of employment. 
 
(l)(1) A second or subsequent violation of subdivision (j) is punishable by imprisonment in a 
county jail not exceeding one year, or by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000), or 
by both that fine and imprisonment. 
 
(2) If the victim of a violation of subdivision (j) was a minor at the time of the offense, the 
violation is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or by a fine not 
exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by both that fine and imprisonment. 
 
 
CAL. PENAL CODE § 266 (2011). Procurement  
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Every person who inveigles or entices any unmarried female, of previous chaste character, under the 
age of 18 years, into any house of ill fame, or of assignation, or elsewhere, for the purpose of 
prostitution, or to have illicit carnal connection with any man; and every person who aids or assists in 
such inveiglement or enticement; and every person who, by any false pretenses, false representation, 
or other fraudulent means, procures any female to have illicit carnal connection with any man, is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding 
one year, or by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000), or by both such fine and 
imprisonment.  
 
CAL. PENAL CODE § 266h (2011). Pimping and pimping a minor; punishment 
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), any person who, knowing another person is a 
prostitute, lives or derives support or maintenance in whole or in part from the earnings or 
proceeds of the person's prostitution, or from money loaned or advanced to or charged against 
that person by any keeper or manager or inmate of a house or other place where prostitution is 
practiced or allowed, or who solicits or receives compensation for soliciting for the person, is 
guilty of pimping, a felony, and shall be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for three, 
four, or six years. 
 
(b) Any person who, knowing another person is a prostitute, lives or derives support or 
maintenance in whole or in part from the earnings or proceeds of the person's prostitution, or 
from money loaned or advanced to or charged against that person by any keeper or manager or 
inmate of a house or other place where prostitution is practiced or allowed, or who solicits or 
receives compensation for soliciting for the person, when the prostitute is a minor, is guilty of 
pimping a minor, a felony, and shall be punishable as follows: 
 
(1) If the person engaged in prostitution is a minor 16 years of age or older, the offense is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for three, four, or six years. 
 
(2) If the person engaged in prostitution is under 16 years of age, the offense is punishable by 
imprisonment in the state prison for three, six, or eight years. 
 
CAL. PENAL CODE § 266i (2011). Pandering  
(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), any person who does any of the following is guilty of 
pandering, a felony, and shall be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for three, four, 
or six years: 
 
(1) Procures another person for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
(2) By promises, threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, causes, induces, persuades, or 
encourages another person to become a prostitute. 
 
(3) Procures for another person a place as an inmate in a house of prostitution or as an inmate of 
any place in which prostitution is encouraged or allowed within this state. 
 
(4) By promises, threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, causes, induces, persuades, or 
encourages an inmate of a house of prostitution, or any other place in which prostitution is 
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encouraged or allowed, to remain therein as an inmate. 
 
(5) By fraud or artifice, or by duress of person or goods, or by abuse of any position of 
confidence or authority, procures another person for the purpose of prostitution, or to enter any 
place in which prostitution is encouraged or allowed within this state, or to come into this state or 
leave this state for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
(6) Receives or gives, or agrees to receive or give, any money or thing of value for procuring, or 
attempting to procure, another person for the purpose of prostitution, or to come into this state or 
leave this state for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
(b) Any person who does any of the acts described in subdivision (a) with another person who is 
a minor is guilty of pandering, a felony, and shall be punishable as follows: 
 
(1) If the other person is a minor 16 years of age or older, the offense is punishable by 
imprisonment in the state prison for three, four, or six years. 
 
(2) If the other person is under 16 years of age, the offense is punishable by imprisonment in the 
state prison for three, six, or eight years. 
 
CAL. PENAL CODE § 266k (2011). Additional fine on conviction for pimping, 
pandering, procurement of child under 16, or abduction of person under 18 
for the purpose of prostitution; deposit or grant of funds; administrative cost 
of collection 
(a) Upon the conviction of any person for a violation of Section 266h or 266i, the court may, in 
addition to any other penalty or fine imposed, order the defendant to pay an additional fine not to 
exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000). In setting the amount of the fine, the court shall consider 
any relevant factors including, but not limited to, the seriousness and gravity of the offense and 
the circumstances of its commission, whether the defendant derived any economic gain as the 
result of the crime, and the extent to which the victim suffered losses as a result of the crime. 
Every fine imposed and collected under this section shall be deposited in the Victim-Witness 
Assistance Fund to be available for appropriation to fund child sexual exploitation and child 
sexual abuse victim counseling centers and prevention programs under Section 13837. 
 
(b) Upon the conviction of any person for a violation of Section 266j or 267, the court may, in 
addition to any other penalty or fine imposed, order the defendant to pay an additional fine not to 
exceed twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). 
 
(c) Fifty percent of the fines collected pursuant to subdivision (b) and deposited in the Victim-
Witness Assistance Fund pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be granted to community-based 
organizations that serve minor victims of human trafficking. 
 
(d) If the court orders a fine to be imposed pursuant to this section, the actual administrative cost 
of collecting that fine, not to exceed 2 percent of the total amount paid, may be paid into the 
general fund of the county treasury for the use and benefit of the county. 
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CAL. PENAL CODE § 267 (2011). Abduction; person under 18 for purpose of 
prostitution; punishment 
Every person who takes away any other person under the age of 18 years from the father, 
mother, guardian, or other person having the legal charge of the other person, without their 
consent, for the purpose of prostitution, is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, and a 
fine not exceeding two thousand dollars ($2,000). 
 
 
COLORADO  
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-201 (2011). Prostitution Prohibited. 
(1) Any person who performs or offers or agrees to perform any act of sexual intercourse, 
fellatio, cunnilingus, masturbation, or anal intercourse with any person not his spouse in 
exchange for money or other thing of value commits prostitution. 
 
(2)(a) “Fellatio”, as used in this section, means any act of oral stimulation of the penis. 
 
(b) “Cunnilingus”, as used in this section, means any act of oral stimulation of the vulva or 
clitoris. 
 
(c) “Masturbation”, as used in this section, means stimulation of the genital organs by manual or 
other bodily contact exclusive of sexual intercourse. 
 
(d) “Anal intercourse”, as used in this section, means contact between human beings of the 
genital organs of one and the anus of another. 
 
(3) Prostitution is a class 3 misdemeanor. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-1-604.  (2011). Exemptions from liability based upon 
behavior of another.  
(1) Unless otherwise provided by the statute defining the offense, a person shall not be legally 
accountable for behavior of another constituting an offense if he is a victim of that offense or the 
offense is so defined that his conduct is inevitably incidental to its commission. 
 
(2) It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under section 18-1-603 if, prior to the 
commission of the offense, the defendant terminated his effort to promote or facilitate its 
commission and either gave timely warning to law enforcement authorities or gave timely 
warning to the intended victim. 
 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-401 (2011). Definitions.  
 
As used in this part 4, unless the context otherwise requires: 
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(1) “Anal intercourse” means contact between human beings of the genital organs of one and the 
anus of another. 
 
(2) “Child” means a person under the age of eighteen years. 
 
(3) “Cunnilingus” means any act of oral stimulation of the vulva or clitoris. 
 
(4) “Fellatio” means any act of oral stimulation of the penis. 
 
(5) “Masturbation” means stimulation of the genital organs by manual or other bodily contact, or 
by any object, exclusive of sexual intercourse. 
 
(6) “Prostitution by a child” means either a child performing or offering or agreeing to perform 
any act of sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, masturbation, or anal intercourse with any 
person not the child's spouse in exchange for money or other thing of value or any person 
performing or offering or agreeing to perform any act of sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, 
masturbation, or anal intercourse with any child not the person's spouse in exchange for money 
or other thing of value. 
 
(7) “Prostitution of a child” means either inducing a child to perform or offer or agree to perform 
any act of sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, masturbation, or anal intercourse with any 
person not the child's spouse by coercion or by any threat or intimidation or inducing a child, by 
coercion or by any threat or intimidation or in exchange for money or other thing of value, to 
allow any person not the child's spouse to perform or offer or agree to perform any act of sexual 
intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, masturbation, or anal intercourse with or upon such child. Such 
coercion, threat, or intimidation need not constitute an independent criminal offense and shall be 
determined solely through its intended or its actual effect upon the child. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-402 (2011). Soliciting for child prostitution.  
(1) A person commits soliciting for child prostitution if he: 
 
(a) Solicits another for the purpose of prostitution of a child or by a child; 
 
(b) Arranges or offers to arrange a meeting of persons for the purpose of prostitution of a child or 
by a child; or 
 
(c) Directs another to a place knowing such direction is for the purpose of prostitution of a child 
or by a child. 
 
(2) Soliciting for child prostitution is a class 3 felony. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-403 (2011). Pandering of a child.  
(1) Any person who does any of the following for money or other thing of value commits 
pandering of a child: 
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(a) Inducing a child by menacing or criminal intimidation to commit prostitution; or 
 
(b) Knowingly arranging or offering to arrange a situation in which a child may practice 
prostitution. 
 
(2) Pandering under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section is a class 2 felony. Pandering 
under paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section is a class 3 felony. 
 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-403.5 (2011). Procurement of a child.  
Any person who intentionally gives, transports, provides, or makes available, or who offers to 
give, transport, provide, or make available, to another person a child for the purpose of 
prostitution of the child commits procurement of a child, which is a class 3 felony. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-404 (2011). Keeping a place of child prostitution.  
(1) Any person who has or exercises control over the use of any place which offers seclusion or 
shelter for the practice of prostitution and who performs any one or more of the following 
commits keeping a place of child prostitution if he: 
 
(a) Knowingly grants or permits the use of such place for the purpose of prostitution of a child or 
by a child; or 
 
(b) Permits the continued use of such place for the purpose of prostitution of a child or by a child 
after becoming aware of facts or circumstances from which he should reasonably know that the 
place is being used for purposes of such prostitution. 
 
(2) Keeping a place of child prostitution is a class 3 felony. 
 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-405 (2011). Pimping of a child.  
Any person who knowingly lives on or is supported or maintained in whole or in part by money 
or other thing of value earned, received, procured, or realized by a child through prostitution 
commits pimping of a child, which is a class 3 felony. 
 

 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-405.5 (2011). Inducement of child prostitution.  
(1) Any person who by word or action, other than conduct specified in section 18-7-403(1)(a), 
induces a child to engage in an act which is prostitution by a child, as defined in section 18-7-
401(6), commits inducement of child prostitution. 
 
(2) Inducement of child prostitution is a class 3 felony. 
 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-407 (2011). Criminality of conduct.  



 42 

In any criminal prosecution under sections 18-7-402 to 18-7-407, it shall be no defense that the 
defendant did not know the child's age or that he reasonably believed the child to be eighteen 
years of age or older. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-408 (2011). Severability  
If any provision of this part 4 or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held 
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions of this part 4 which may be given effect 
without the invalid provision or application, and, to this end, the provisions of this part 4 are 
declared to be severable. 
 
COLO. REV. STAT. § 18-7-409 (2011). Reports of convictions to department of 
education  
When a person is convicted, pleads nolo contendere, or receives a deferred sentence for a violation of 
the provisions of this part 4 and the court knows the person is a current or former employee of a 
school district in this state or holds a license or authorization pursuant to the provisions of article 
60.5 of title 22, C.R.S., the court shall report such fact to the department of education.  
 
CONNECTICUT  
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-82 (2011). Prostitution: Class A misdemeanor 
 
(a) A person sixteen years of age or older is guilty of prostitution when such person engages or 
agrees or offers to engage in sexual conduct with another person in return for a fee. 
 
(b) In any prosecution for an offense under this section, it shall be an affirmative defense that the 
actor was coerced into committing such offense by another person in violation of section 53a-
192a. 
 
(c) In any prosecution of a person sixteen or seventeen years of age for an offense under this 
section, there shall be a presumption that the actor was coerced into committing such offense by 
another person in violation of section 53a-192a. 
 
(d) Prostitution is a class A misdemeanor. 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-85 (2011). Promoting prostitution: Definitions.  
The following definitions are applicable to sections 53a-86 to 53a-89, inclusive: 
 
(1) A person “advances prostitution” when, acting other than as a prostitute or as a patron 
thereof, he knowingly causes or aids a person to commit or engage in prostitution, procures or 
solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons or premises for prostitution purposes, operates 
or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise, or engages in any 
other conduct designed to institute, aid or facilitate an act or enterprise of prostitution. 
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(2) A person “profits from prostitution” when acting other than as a prostitute receiving 
compensation for personally rendered prostitution services, he accepts or receives money or 
other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any person whereby he 
participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution activity. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-86 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first 
degree: Class B felony.  
(a) A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the first degree when he knowingly: (1) 
Advances prostitution by compelling a person by force or intimidation to engage in prostitution, 
or profits from coercive conduct by another; or (2) advances or profits from prostitution of a 
person less than eighteen years old. 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class B felony. Any person found guilty under 
subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this section shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 
which nine months of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court. 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-88 (2011). Prostitution: Class A misdemeanor 
 
(a) A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the third degree when he knowingly advances 
or profits from prostitution. 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a class D felony. 
 
 
CONN. GEN. STAT. ANN. § 53a-90a (2011). Enticing a minor. Penalties.  
 
(a) A person is guilty of enticing a minor when such person uses an interactive computer service 
to knowingly persuade, induce, entice or coerce any person under sixteen years of age to engage 
in prostitution or sexual activity for which the actor may be charged with a criminal offense. For 
purposes of this section, “interactive computer service” means any information service, system 
or access software provider that provides or enables computer access by multiple users to a 
computer server, including specifically a service or system that provides access to the Internet 
and such systems operated or services offered by libraries or educational institutions. 
 
(b) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, enticing a minor is a class D 
felony for a first offense, a class C felony for a second offense and a class B felony for any 
subsequent offense. 
 
(2) Enticing a minor is a class B felony if the victim of the offense is under thirteen years of age 
and any person found guilty of such class B felony shall, for a first offense, be sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment of which five years of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or 
reduced by the court and, for any subsequent offense, be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 
which ten years of the sentence imposed may not be suspended or reduced by the court. 
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DELAWARE  
 
11 DEL. C. § 1342(2011). Prostitution; class B misdemeanor 
 
(a)(1) A person is guilty of prostitution when the person engages or agrees or offers to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for a fee. 
 
(2) Prostitution is a class B misdemeanor.  
 
(b)(1) Any person found guilty of an act of prostitution when such crime has occurred on or 
within 1,000 feet of the property of any school, residence, church, synagogue or other place of 
worship shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor. The minimum mandatory fine shall be $500. 
This fine shall not be suspended. 
 
(2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this section that the person was 
unaware that the prohibited conduct took place on or within 1,000 feet of any school property, 
residence, church, synagogue or other place of worship.  
 
11 DEL. C. § 1106 (2011). Unlawfully dealing with a child; class B 
misdemeanor  
 
A person is guilty of unlawfully dealing with a child when: 
 
(1) The person knowingly permits a child less than 18 years old to enter or remain in a place 
where unlawful narcotics or dangerous drugs activity is maintained or conducted; or  
 
(2) The person knowingly permits a child less than 18 years old to enter or remain in a place 
where unlawful sexual activity is maintained or conducted; or  
 
(3) The person knowingly permits a child less than 18 years old to enter or remain in a place 
where gambling activity which is made unlawful by this Criminal Code is maintained or 
conducted; or  
 
(4) The person, being the proprietor or person in charge of any dance house, concert saloon, 
theater, museum or similar place of amusement, where wines or spirituous or malt liquors are 
sold or given away, knowingly admits or permits to remain therein any minor under the age of 18 
years, unless accompanied by a parent or guardian.  
 
Unlawfully dealing with a child is a class B misdemeanor. 
 
11 DEL. C. § 1108 (2011). Sexual exploitation of a child; class B felony 
A person is guilty of sexual exploitation of a child when: 
 
(1) The person knowingly, photographs or films a child engaging in a prohibited sexual act or in 
the simulation of such an act, or otherwise knowingly creates a visual depiction of a child 
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engaging in a prohibited sexual act or in the simulation of such an act; or  
 
(2) The person knowingly, finances or produces any motion picture, video or other visual 
depiction of a child engaging in a prohibited sexual act or in the simulation of such an act; or  
 
(3) The person knowingly publishes or makes available for public distribution or sale by any 
means, including but not limited to computer, any book, magazine, periodical, pamphlet, 
photograph, Internet site or web page which depicts a child engaging in a prohibited sexual act or 
in the simulation of such an act, or knowingly publishes or makes available for public 
distribution or sale by any means, including computer, any other visual depiction of a child 
engaging in a prohibited sexual act or in the simulation of such an act; or  
 
(4) The person permits, causes, promotes, facilitates, finances, produces or otherwise advances 
an exhibition, display or performances of a child engaging in a prohibited sexual act or the 
simulation of such an act.  
 
Sexual exploitation of a child is a class B felony. 
 
 
11 DEL. C. § 1112A (2011). Sexual solicitation of a child; class C felony  
(a) A person is guilty of sexual solicitation of a child if the person, being 18 years of age or 
older, intentionally or knowingly: 
 
(1) Solicits, requests, commands, importunes or otherwise attempts to cause any child who has 
not yet reached that child's eighteenth birthday to engage in a prohibited sexual act; or  
 
(2) Solicits, requests, commands, importunes or otherwise attempts to cause any child who has 
not yet reached that child's sixteenth birthday to meet with such person or any other person for 
the purpose of engaging in a prohibited sexual act; or  
 
(3) Compiles, enters, accesses, transmits, receives, exchanges, disseminates, stores, makes, 
prints, reproduces or otherwise possesses by any means, including by means of computer, any 
notice, statement, document, advertisement, file or data containing the name, telephone number, 
address, e-mail address, school address or location, physical characteristics or other descriptive 
or identifying information pertaining to any child who has not yet reached that child's sixteenth 
birthday for the purpose of facilitating, encouraging, offering or soliciting a prohibited sexual act 
involving such child and such person or any other person.  
 
(b) For the purposes of this section, conduct occurring outside the State shall be sufficient to 
constitute this offense if such conduct is within the terms of § 204 of this title, or if the child was 
within the State at the time of the prohibited conduct and the defendant was aware of 
circumstances which rendered the presence of such child within Delaware a reasonable 
possibility. 
 
(c) Sexual solicitation of a child is a class C felony. 
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(d) Nothing in this section shall preclude a separate charge, conviction and sentence for any other 
crime set forth in this title, or in the Delaware Code. 
 
11 DEL. C. § 1353 (2010). Promoting prostitution in the first degree; class C 
felony.  
A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the first degree when the person knowingly:  

 
(1) Advances prostitution by compelling a person by force or intimidation to engage in prostitution or 
profits from such coercive conduct by another; or  
 
(2) Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than 16 years old. Promoting prostitution in 
the first degree is a class C felony.A class C felony carries a fixed term of incarceration of up to 
fifteen years, pursuant to 11 Del. C. § 4205.  
 
 
11 DEL. C. § 1352 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the second degree; class E 
felony. 
A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the second degree when the person knowingly: 
 
(1) Advances or profits from prostitution by managing, supervising, controlling or owning, either 
alone or in association with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business or enterprise 
involving prostitution activity by 2 or more prostitutes; or  
 
(2) Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than 18 years old.  
 
Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class E felony. 
 
11 DEL. C. § 1356 (2011). Definitions relating to prostitution.  
As used in §§ 1342-1355 of this title: 
 
(1) “Advance prostitution.” --A person advances prostitution when, acting other than as a 
prostitute or as a patron thereof, the person knowingly causes or aids a person to commit or 
engage in prostitution, procures or solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons or premises 
for prostitution purposes, operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a 
prostitution enterprise or engages in any other conduct designed to institute, aid or facilitate an 
act or enterprise of prostitution.  
 
(2) “Profit from prostitution.” --A person profits from prostitution when, acting other than as a 
prostitute receiving compensation for personally rendered prostitution services, the person 
accepts or receives money or other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any 
person whereby the person participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution activity.  
 
(3) “School” means any preschool, kindergarten, elementary school, secondary school, 
vocational technical school or any other institution which has as its primary purpose the 
education or instruction of children under 18 years of age.  
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(4) “Sexual conduct” means any act designed to produce sexual gratification to either party. It is 
not limited to intercourse or deviate sexual intercourse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA  
 
D.C. CODE § 22-2701 (2011).  Engaging and soliciting for prostitution 
prohibited. 
(a) It is unlawful for any person to engage in prostitution or to solicit for prostitution. 
 
(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a person convicted of prostitution 
shall be: 
 
(A) Fined not more than $500, imprisoned for not more than 90 days, or both, for the first 
offense; and  
 
(B) Fined not more than $1,000, imprisoned not more than 180 days, or both, for the second 
offense.  
 
(2) A person convicted of prostitution who has 2 or more prior convictions for prostitution, not 
committed on the same occasion, shall be fined not more than $4,000, imprisoned for not more 
than 2 years, or both.  
 
(c) For the purposes of this section, a person shall be considered as having 2 or more prior 
convictions for prostitution if he or she has been convicted on at least 2 occasions of violations 
of: 
 
(1) This section;  
 
(2) A statute in one or more other jurisdictions prohibiting prostitution; or  
 
(3) Conduct that would constitute a violation of this section if committed in the District of 
Columbia.  
 
 
D.C. CODE § 22-2704 (2011). Abducting or enticing child from his or her home 
for purposes of prostitution; harboring such child.  
 
(a) It is unlawful for any person, for purposes of prostitution, to: 
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(1) Persuade, entice, or forcibly abduct a child under 18 years of age from his or her home or 
usual abode, or from the custody and control of the child's parents or guardian; or  
 
(2) Secrete or harbor any child so persuaded, enticed, or abducted from his or her home or usual 
abode, or from the custody and control of the child's parents or guardian.  
 
(b) A person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 20 years, or by a fine of not 
more than $20,000, or both. 
 
D.C. CODE § 22-2705 (2011). Pandering; inducing or compelling an individual 
to engage in prostitution  
(a) It is unlawful for any person, within the District of Columbia to: 
 
(1) Place or cause, induce, entice, procure, or compel the placing of any individual in the charge 
or custody of any other person, or in a house of prostitution, with intent that such individual shall 
engage in prostitution;  
 
(2) Cause, compel, induce, entice, or procure or attempt to cause, compel, induce, entice, or 
procure any individual:  
 
(A) To reside with any other person for the purpose of prostitution;  
 
(B) To reside or continue to reside in a house of prostitution; or  
 
(C) To engage in prostitution; or  
 
(3) Take or detain an individual against the individual's will, with intent to compel such 
individual by force, threats, menace, or duress to marry the abductor or to marry any other 
person.  
 
(b) It is unlawful for any parent, guardian, or other person having legal custody of the person of 
an individual, to consent to the individual's being taken, detained, or used by any person, for the 
purpose of prostitution or a sexual act or sexual contact. 
 
(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a person who violates subsection 
(a) or (b) of this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not more than 5 years, or by a fine of not more than $5,000, or both. 
 
(2) A person who violates subsection (a) or (b) of this section when the individual so placed, 
caused, compelled, induced, enticed, procured, taken, detained, or used or attempted to be so 
placed, caused, compelled, induced, enticed, procured, taken, detained, or used is under the age 
of 18 years shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than 20 years or by a fine of not more than $20,000, or both.  
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D.C. CODE § 22-2706 (2011). Compelling an individual to live life of 
prostitution against his or her will  
 (a) It is unlawful for any person, within the District of Columbia, by threats or duress, to detain 
any individual against such individual's will, for the purpose of prostitution or a sexual act or 
sexual contact, or to compel any individual against such individual's will, to reside with him or 
her or with any other person for the purposes of prostitution or a sexual act or sexual contact. 
 
(b)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a person who violates subsection 
(a) of this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not more than 15 years or by a fine of not more than $15,000, or both. 
 
(2) A person who violates subsection (a) of the section when the individual so detained or 
compelled is under the age of 18 years shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than 20 years or by a fine of not more than $20,000, or 
both.  
 
FLORIDA  
 
FLA. STAT. § 796.07 (2011).  Prohibiting prostitution, etc.; evidence; penalties; 
definitions 
(1) As used in this section: 
 
(a) “Prostitution” means the giving or receiving of the body for sexual activity for hire but 
excludes sexual activity between spouses. 
 
(b) “Lewdness” means any indecent or obscene act. 
 
(c) “Assignation” means the making of any appointment or engagement for prostitution or 
lewdness, or any act in furtherance of such appointment or engagement. 
 
(d) “Sexual activity” means oral, anal, or vaginal penetration by, or union with, the sexual organ 
of another; anal or vaginal penetration of another by any other object; or the handling or fondling 
of the sexual organ of another for the purpose of masturbation; however, the term does not 
include acts done for bona fide medical purposes. 
 
(2) It is unlawful: 
 
(a) To own, establish, maintain, or operate any place, structure, building, or conveyance for the 
purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution. 
 
(b) To offer, or to offer or agree to secure, another for the purpose of prostitution or for any other 
lewd or indecent act. 
 
(c) To receive, or to offer or agree to receive, any person into any place, structure, building, or 
conveyance for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, or to permit any person to 
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remain there for such purpose. 
 
(d) To direct, take, or transport, or to offer or agree to direct, take, or transport, any person to any 
place, structure, or building, or to any other person, with knowledge or reasonable cause to 
believe that the purpose of such directing, taking, or transporting is prostitution, lewdness, or 
assignation. 
 
(e) To offer to commit, or to commit, or to engage in, prostitution, lewdness, or assignation. 
 
(f) To solicit, induce, entice, or procure another to commit prostitution, lewdness, or assignation. 
 
(g) To reside in, enter, or remain in, any place, structure, or building, or to enter or remain in any 
conveyance, for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation. 
 
(h) To aid, abet, or participate in any of the acts or things enumerated in this subsection. 
 
(i) To purchase the services of any person engaged in prostitution. 
 
(3)(a) In the trial of a person charged with a violation of this section, testimony concerning the 
reputation of any place, structure, building, or conveyance involved in the charge, testimony 
concerning the reputation of any person residing in, operating, or frequenting such place, 
structure, building, or conveyance, and testimony concerning the reputation of the defendant is 
admissible in evidence in support of the charge. 
 
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a police officer may testify as an offended party 
in an action regarding charges filed pursuant to this section. 
 
(4) A person who violates any provision of this section commits: 
 
(a) A misdemeanor of the second degree for a first violation, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082 or s. 775.083. 
 
(b) A misdemeanor of the first degree for a second violation, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082 or s. 775.083. 
 
(c) A felony of the third degree for a third or subsequent violation, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
(5) A person who is charged with a third or subsequent violation of this section shall be offered 
admission to a pretrial intervention program or a substance-abuse treatment program as provided 
in s. 948.08. 
 
(6) A person who violates paragraph (2)(f) shall be assessed a civil penalty of $500 if the 
violation results in any judicial disposition other than acquittal or dismissal. The proceeds from 
penalties assessed under this subsection shall be paid to the circuit court administrator for the 
sole purpose of paying the administrative costs of treatment-based drug court programs provided 
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under s. 397.334. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FLA. STAT. § 787.02 (2011). False imprisonment; false imprisonment of child 
under age 13, aggravating circumstances  
(1)(a) The term “false imprisonment” means forcibly, by threat, or secretly confining, abducting, 
imprisoning, or restraining another person without lawful authority and against her or his will. 
 
(b) Confinement of a child under the age of 13 is against her or his will within the meaning of 
this section if such confinement is without the consent of her or his parent or legal guardian. 
 
(2) A person who commits the offense of false imprisonment is guilty of a felony of the third 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
(3)(a) A person who commits the offense of false imprisonment upon a child under the age of 13 
and who, in the course of committing the offense, commits any offense enumerated in 
subparagraphs 1.-5., commits a felony of the first degree, punishable by imprisonment for a term 
of years not exceeding life or as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
1. Aggravated child abuse, as defined in s. 827.03; 
 
2. Sexual battery, as defined in chapter 794, against the child; 
 
3. Lewd or lascivious battery, lewd or lascivious molestation, lewd or lascivious conduct, or 
lewd or lascivious exhibition, in violation of s. 800. 04 or s. 847.0135(5); 
 
4. A violation of s. 796.03 or s. 796.04, relating to prostitution, upon the child; or 
 
5. Exploitation of the child or allowing the child to be exploited, in violation of s. 450.151. 
 
(b) Pursuant to s. 775.021(4), nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit the 
imposition of separate judgments and sentences for the first degree offense described in 
paragraph (a) and for each separate offense enumerated in subparagraphs (a)1.-5. 
 
FLA. STAT. § 796.03 (2011).  Procuring person under age of 18 for prostitution. 
A person who procures for prostitution, or causes to be prostituted, any person who is under the 
age of 18 years commits a felony of the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 
775.083, or s. 775.084. 
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FLA. STAT. § 796.035 (2011). Selling or buying of minors into sex trafficking or 
prostitution; penalties  
 
Any parent, legal guardian, or other person having custody or control of a minor who sells or 
otherwise transfers custody or control of such minor, or offers to sell or otherwise transfer 
custody of such minor, with knowledge that, as a consequence of the sale or transfer, the minor 
will engage in prostitution, perform naked for compensation, or otherwise participate in the trade 
of sex trafficking, commits a felony of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 
775.083, or s. 775.084. 
 
 
GEORGIA  
 
GA. CODE ANN. § 16-6-9 (2011). Prostitution 
A person commits the offense of prostitution when he or she performs or offers or consents to 
perform a sexual act, including but not limited to sexual intercourse or sodomy, for money or other 
items of value.  
 
GA. CODE ANN. § 16-3-6 (2011).  Sexual servitude; coercion or deception 
(a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
 
(1) “Coercion” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-5-46.  
 
(2) “Deception” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-5-46.  
 
(3) “Sexual crime” means prostitution, sodomy, solicitation of sodomy, or masturbation for hire 
as such offenses are proscribed in Chapter 6 of Title 16.  
 
(4) “Sexual servitude” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 16-5-46.  
 
(b) A person shall not be guilty of a sexual crime if the conduct upon which the alleged criminal 
liability is based was committed under coercion or deception while the accused was being 
trafficked for sexual servitude in violation of subsection (c) of Code Section 16-5-46. 
 
(c) A defense based upon any of the provisions of this Code section shall be an affirmative 
defense. 
 
 
GA. CODE ANN. § 16-6-11 (2011). Pimping  
A person commits the offense of pimping when he or she performs any of the following acts: 
 
(1) Offers or agrees to procure a prostitute for another;  
 
(2) Offers or agrees to arrange a meeting of persons for the purpose of prostitution;  
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(3) Directs or transports another person to a place when he or she knows or should know that the 
direction or transportation is for the purpose of prostitution;  
 
(4) Receives money or other thing of value from a prostitute, without lawful consideration, 
knowing it was earned in whole or in part from prostitution; or  
 
(5) Aids or abets, counsels, or commands another in the commission of prostitution or aids or 
assists in prostitution where the proceeds or profits derived therefrom are to be divided on a pro 
rata basis.  
 
 
 
GA. CODE ANN. § 16-6-12 (2010). Pandering  
A person commits the offense of pandering when he or she solicits a person to perform an act of 
prostitution in his or her own behalf or in behalf of a third person or when he or she knowingly 
assembles persons at a fixed place for the purpose of being solicited by others to perform an act of 
prostitution.  
 
HAWAII  
 
HAW. REV. STAT. ANN. § 712-1200 (2011). Prostitution.  
(1) A person commits the offense of prostitution if the person: 
 
(a) Engages in, or agrees or offers to engage in, sexual conduct with another person for a fee; or  
 
(b) Pays, agrees to pay, or offers to pay a fee to another to engage in sexual conduct.  
 
(2) As used in subsection (1), “sexual conduct” means “sexual penetration,” “deviate sexual 
intercourse,” or “sexual contact,” as those terms are defined in section 707-700. 
 
(3) Prostitution is a petty misdemeanor. 
 
(4) A person convicted of committing the offense of prostitution shall be sentenced as follows: 
 
(a) For the first offense, when the court has not deferred further proceedings pursuant to chapter 
853, a mandatory fine of $500 and the person may be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not 
more than thirty days or probation; provided that in the event the convicted person defaults in 
payment of the $500 fine, and the default was not contumacious, the court may sentence the 
person to perform services for the community as authorized by section 706-605(1).  
 
(b) For any subsequent offense, a mandatory fine of $500 and a term of imprisonment of thirty 
days or probation, without possibility of deferral of further proceedings pursuant to chapter 853 
and without possibility of suspension of sentence.  
 
(c) For the purpose of this subsection, if the court has deferred further proceedings pursuant to 
chapter 853, and notwithstanding any provision of chapter 853 to the contrary, the defendant 
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shall not be eligible to apply for expungement pursuant to section 831-3.2 until four years 
following discharge. A plea previously entered by a defendant under section 853-1 for a 
violation of this section shall be considered a prior offense. When the court has ordered a 
sentence of probation, the court may impose as a condition of probation that the defendant 
complete a course of prostitution intervention classes; provided that the court may only impose 
such condition for one term of probation.  
 
(5) This section shall not apply to any member of a police department, a sheriff, or a law 
enforcement officer acting in the course and scope of duties. 
 
 
HAW. REV. STAT. ANN. § 712-1201 (2011). Promoting prostitution; definition 
of terms.  
 
In sections 712-1202 and 712-1203: 
 
(1) A person “advances prostitution” if, acting other than as a prostitute or a patron of a 
prostitute, the person knowingly causes or aids a person to commit or engage in prostitution, 
procures or solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons for prostitution purposes, permits 
premises to be regularly used for prostitution purposes, operates or assists in the operation of a 
house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise, or engages in any other conduct designed to 
institute, aid, or facilitate an act or enterprise of prostitution.  
 
(2) A person “profits from prostitution” if, acting other than as a prostitute receiving 
compensation for personally-rendered prostitution services, the person accepts or receives money 
or other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any person whereby the person 
participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution activity.  
 
HAW. REV. STAT. ANN. § 712-1202 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first 
degree.  
(1) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution in the first degree if the person 
knowingly: 
 
(a) Advances prostitution by compelling or inducing a person by force, threat, fraud, or 
intimidation to engage in prostitution, or profits from such conduct by another; or  
 
(b) Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than eighteen years old.  
 
(2) Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class A felony. 
 
(3) As used in this section: 
 
“Fraud” means making material false statements, misstatements, or omissions. 
 
“Threat” means any of the actions listed in section 707-764(1). 
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HAW. REV. STAT. ANN. § 712-1203 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the 
second degree.  
(1) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution in the second degree if the person 
knowingly advances or profits from prostitution. 
 
(2) Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class B felony. 
 
 
 
 
IDAHO  
 
IDAHO CODE § 18-5613 (2011). Prostitution  
(1) A person is guilty of prostitution when he or she: (a) engages in or offers or agrees to engage 
in sexual conduct, or sexual contact with another person in return for a fee; or (b) is an inmate of 
a house of prostitution; or (c) loiters in or within view of any public place for the purpose of 
being hired to engage in sexual conduct or sexual contact. 
 
(2) Prostitution is a misdemeanor, provided, however, that on a third or subsequent conviction 
for prostitution, it shall be a felony. 
 
(3) Definitions: 
 
(a) “Sexual conduct” means sexual intercourse or deviate sexual intercourse.  
 
(b) “Sexual contact” means any touching of the sexual organs or other intimate parts of a person 
not married to the actor for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of either party.  
 
(c) “House of prostitution” means a place where prostitution or promotion of prostitution is 
regularly carried on by one (1) or more persons under the control, management or supervision of 
another.  
 
(d) “Inmate” means a person who engages in prostitution in or through an agency of a house of 
prostitution.  
 
(e) “Public place” means any place to which the public or any substantial group thereof has 
access.  
 
IDAHO CODE § 18-5609 (2011). Inducing person under eighteen years of age 
into prostitution -- Penalties.  
Every person who induces or attempts to induce a person under the age of eighteen (18) years to 
engage in prostitution shall be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the state 
penitentiary for a period of not less than two (2) years, which may be extended to life 
imprisonment, or by a fine not exceeding fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), or by both such fine 
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and imprisonment. 
 
IDAHO CODE § 18-8603 (2011). Penalties  
Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, on and after July 1, 2006, any person who 
commits a crime as provided for in the following sections, and who, in the commission of such 
crime or crimes, also commits the crime of human trafficking, as defined in section 18-8602, 
Idaho Code, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than twenty-five 
(25) years unless a more severe penalty is otherwise prescribed by law: 18-905 (aggravated 
assault), 18-907 (aggravated battery), 18-909 (assault with intent to commit a serious felony), 18-
911 (battery with intent to commit a serious felony), 18-913 (felonious administering of drugs), 
18-1501(1) (felony injury to child), 18-1505(1) (felony injury to vulnerable adult), 18-1505(3) 
(felony exploitation of vulnerable adult), 18-1505B (sexual abuse and exploitation of vulnerable 
adult), 18-1506 (sexual abuse of a child under the age of sixteen years), 18-1506A (ritualized 
abuse of child), 18-1507 (sexual exploitation of child), 18-1508A (sexual battery of minor child 
sixteen or seventeen years of age), 18-1509A (enticing of children over the internet), 18-1511 
(sale or barter of child), 18-2407(1) (grand theft), 18-5601 through 18-5614 (prostitution), or 18-
7804 (racketeering). 
 
ILLINOIS  
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. § 5/11-14 (2011). Prostitution.  
(a) Any person who knowingly performs, offers or agrees to perform any act of sexual 
penetration as defined in Section 11-0.1 of this Code for anything of value, or any touching or 
fondling of the sex organs of one person by another person, for anything of value, for the 
purpose of sexual arousal or gratification commits an act of prostitution. 
 
(b) Sentence. 
 
A violation of this Section is a Class A misdemeanor, unless committed within 1,000 feet of real 
property comprising a school, in which case it is a Class 4 felony. A second or subsequent 
violation of this Section, or any combination of convictions under this Section and Section 11-
14.1 (solicitation of a sexual act), 11-14.3 (promoting prostitution), 11-14.4 (promoting juvenile 
prostitution), 11-15 (soliciting for a prostitute), 11-15.1 (soliciting for a juvenile prostitute), 11-
16 (pandering), 11-17 (keeping a place of prostitution), 11-17.1 (keeping a place of juvenile 
prostitution), 11-18 (patronizing a prostitute), 11-18.1 (patronizing a juvenile prostitute), 11-19 
(pimping), 11-19.1 (juvenile pimping or aggravated juvenile pimping), or 11-19.2 (exploitation 
of a child), is a Class 4 felony.  
 
(c) First offender; felony prostitution. 
 
(1) Whenever any person who has not previously been convicted of or placed on probation for 
felony prostitution or any law of the United States or of any other state relating to felony 
prostitution pleads guilty to or is found guilty of felony prostitution, the court, without entering a 
judgment and with the consent of such person, may sentence the person to probation.  
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(2) When a person is placed on probation, the court shall enter an order specifying a period of 
probation of 24 months and shall defer further proceedings in the case until the conclusion of the 
period or until the filing of a petition alleging violation of a term or condition of probation.  
 
(3) The conditions of probation shall be that the person: (i) not violate any criminal statute of any 
jurisdiction; (ii) refrain from possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon; (iii) submit to 
periodic drug testing at a time and in a manner as ordered by the court, but no less than 3 times 
during the period of the probation, with the cost of the testing to be paid by the probationer; and 
(iv) perform no less than 30 hours of community service, provided community service is 
available in the jurisdiction and is funded and approved by the county board.  
 
(4) The court may, in addition to other conditions, require that the person:  
 
(A) make a report to and appear in person before or participate with the court or such courts, 
person, or social service agency as directed by the court in the order of probation;  
 
(B) pay a fine and costs;  
 
(C) work or pursue a course of study or vocational training;  
 
(D) undergo medical or psychiatric treatment; or treatment or rehabilitation by a provider 
approved by the Illinois Department of Human Services;  
 
(E) attend or reside in a facility established for the instruction or residence of defendants on 
probation;  
 
(F) support his or her dependents;  
 
(G) refrain from having in his or her body the presence of any illicit drug prohibited by the 
Cannabis Control Act or the Illinois Controlled Substances Act, unless prescribed by a physician, 
and submit samples of his or her blood or urine or both for tests to determine the presence of any 
illicit drug.  
 
(5) Upon violation of a term or condition of probation, the court may enter a judgment on its 
original finding of guilt and proceed as otherwise provided.  
 
(6) Upon fulfillment of the terms and conditions of probation, the court shall discharge the 
person and dismiss the proceedings against him or her.  
 
(7) A disposition of probation is considered to be a conviction for the purposes of imposing the 
conditions of probation and for appeal, however, discharge and dismissal under this subsection is 
not a conviction for purposes of this Code or for purposes of disqualifications or disabilities 
imposed by law upon conviction of a crime.  
 
(8) There may be only one discharge and dismissal under this Section.  
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(9) If a person is convicted of prostitution within 5 years subsequent to a discharge and dismissal 
under this subsection, the discharge and dismissal under this subsection shall be admissible in the 
sentencing proceeding for that conviction as evidence in aggravation.  
 
(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if it is determined, after a reasonable detention for 
investigative purposes, that a person suspected of or charged with a violation of this Section is a 
person under the age of 18, that person shall be immune from prosecution for a prostitution 
offense under this Section, and shall be subject to the temporary protective custody provisions of 
Sections 2-5 and 2-6 of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 2-6 
of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, a law enforcement officer who takes a person under 18 years 
of age into custody under this Section shall immediately report an allegation of a violation of 
Section 10-9 of this Code to the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services State 
Central Register, which shall commence an initial investigation into child abuse or child neglect 
within 24 hours pursuant to Section 7.4 of the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act. 
 

720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. § 5/11-14.3 (2011). Promoting Prostitution 
 
(a) Any person who knowingly performs any of the following acts commits promoting 
prostitution: 
 
(1) advances prostitution as defined in Section 11-0.1;  
 
(2) profits from prostitution by:  
 
(A) compelling a person to become a prostitute;  
 
(B) arranging or offering to arrange a situation in which a person may practice prostitution; or  
 
(C) any means other than those described in subparagraph (A) or (B), including from a person 
who patronizes a prostitute. This paragraph (C) does not apply to a person engaged in 
prostitution who is under 18 years of age. A person cannot be convicted of promoting 
prostitution under this paragraph (C) if the practice of prostitution underlying the offense 
consists exclusively of the accused's own acts of prostitution under Section 11-14 of this Code.  
 
(b) Sentence. 
 
(1) A violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class 4 felony, unless committed within 1,000 feet of 
real property comprising a school, in which case it is a Class 3 felony. A second or subsequent 
violation of subdivision (a)(1), or any combination of convictions under subdivision (a)(1), 
(a)(2)(A), or (a)(2)(B) and Section 11-14 (prostitution), 11-14.1 (solicitation of a sexual act), 11-
14.4 (promoting juvenile prostitution), 11-15 (soliciting for a prostitute), 11-15.1 (soliciting for a 
juvenile prostitute), 11-16 (pandering), 11-17 (keeping a place of prostitution), 11-17.1 (keeping 
a place of juvenile prostitution), 11-18 (patronizing a prostitute), 11-18.1 (patronizing a juvenile 
prostitute), 11-19 (pimping), 11-19.1 (juvenile pimping or aggravated juvenile pimping), or 11-
19.2 (exploitation of a child), is a Class 3 felony.  
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(2) A violation of subdivision (a)(2)(A) or (a)(2)(B) is a Class 4 felony, unless committed within 
1,000 feet of real property comprising a school, in which case it is a Class 3 felony.  
 
(3) A violation of subdivision (a)(2)(C) is a Class 4 felony, unless committed within 1,000 feet of 
real property comprising a school, in which case it is a Class 3 felony. A second or subsequent 
violation of subdivision (a)(2)(C), or any combination of convictions under subdivision (a)(2)(C) 
and subdivision (a)(1), (a)(2)(A), or (a)(2)(B) of this Section (promoting prostitution), 11-14 
(prostitution), 11-14.1 (solicitation of a sexual act), 11-14.4 (promoting juvenile prostitution), 
11-15 (soliciting for a prostitute), 11-15.1 (soliciting for a juvenile prostitute), 11-16 (pandering), 
11-17 (keeping a place of prostitution), 11-17.1 (keeping a place of juvenile prostitution), 11-18 
(patronizing a prostitute), 11-18.1 (patronizing a juvenile prostitute), 11-19 (pimping), 11-19.1 
(juvenile pimping or aggravated juvenile pimping), or 11-19.2 (exploitation of a child), is a Class 
3 felony.  
 
720 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. § 5/11-14.4 (2011). Promoting juvenile prostitution 
 
(a) Any person who knowingly performs any of the following acts commits promoting juvenile 
prostitution: 
 
(1) advances prostitution as defined in Section 11-0.1, where the minor engaged in prostitution, 
or any person engaged in prostitution in the place, is under 18 years of age or is severely or 
profoundly mentally retarded at the time of the offense;  
 
(2) profits from prostitution by any means where the prostituted person is under 18 years of age 
or is severely or profoundly mentally retarded at the time of the offense;  
 
(3) profits from prostitution by any means where the prostituted person is under 13 years of age 
at the time of the offense;  
 
(4) confines a child under the age of 18 or a severely or profoundly mentally retarded person 
against his or her will by the infliction or threat of imminent infliction of great bodily harm or 
permanent disability or disfigurement or by administering to the child or severely or profoundly 
mentally retarded person, without his or her consent or by threat or deception and for other than 
medical purposes, any alcoholic intoxicant or a drug as defined in the Illinois Controlled 
Substances Act or the Cannabis Control Act or methamphetamine as defined in the 
Methamphetamine Control and Community Protection Act and:  
 
(A) compels the child or severely or profoundly mentally retarded person to engage in 
prostitution;  
 
(B) arranges a situation in which the child or severely or profoundly mentally retarded person 
may practice prostitution; or  
 
(C) profits from prostitution by the child or severely or profoundly mentally retarded person.  
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(b) For purposes of this Section, administering drugs, as defined in subdivision (a)(4), or an 
alcoholic intoxicant to a child under the age of 13 or a severely or profoundly mentally retarded 
person shall be deemed to be without consent if the administering is done without the consent of 
the parents or legal guardian or if the administering is performed by the parents or legal guardian 
for other than medical purposes. 
 
(c) If the accused did not have a reasonable opportunity to observe the prostituted person, it is an 
affirmative defense to a charge of promoting juvenile prostitution, except for a charge under 
subdivision (a)(4), that the accused reasonably believed the person was of the age of 18 years or 
over or was not a severely or profoundly mentally retarded person at the time of the act giving 
rise to the charge. 
 
(d) Sentence. A violation of subdivision (a)(1) is a Class 1 felony, unless committed within 1,000 
feet of real property comprising a school, in which case it is a Class X felony. A violation of 
subdivision (a)(2) is a Class 1 felony. A violation of subdivision (a)(3) is a Class X felony. A 
violation of subdivision (a)(4) is a Class X felony, for which the person shall be sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment of not less than 6 years and not more than 60 years. A second or 
subsequent violation of subdivision (a)(1), (a)(2), or (a)(3), or any combination of convictions 
under subdivision (a)(1), (a)(2), or (a)(3) and Sections 11-14 (prostitution), 11-14.1 (solicitation 
of a sexual act), 11-14.3 (promoting prostitution), 11-15 (soliciting for a prostitute), 11-15.1 
(soliciting for a juvenile prostitute), 11-16 (pandering), 11-17 (keeping a place of prostitution), 
11-17.1 (keeping a place of juvenile prostitution), 11-18 (patronizing a prostitute), 11-18.1 
(patronizing a juvenile prostitute), 11-19 (pimping), 11-19.1 (juvenile pimping or aggravated 
juvenile pimping), or 11-19.2 (exploitation of a child) of this Code, is a Class X felony. 
 
(e) Forfeiture. Any person convicted of a violation of this Section that involves promoting 
juvenile prostitution by keeping a place of juvenile prostitution or convicted of a violation of 
subdivision (a)(4) is subject to the property forfeiture provisions set forth in Article 124B of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963. 
 
(f) For the purposes of this Section, “prostituted person” means any person who engages in, or 
agrees or offers to engage in, any act of sexual penetration as defined in Section 11-0.1 of this 
Code for any money, property, token, object, or article or anything of value, or any touching or 
fondling of the sex organs of one person by another person, for any money, property, token, 
object, or article or anything of value, for the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification. 
 
 
INDIANA  
 
IND. CODE § 35-45-4-2 (2011). Prostitution.  
Sec. 2. A person who knowingly or intentionally: 
 
(1) performs, or offers or agrees to perform, sexual intercourse or deviate sexual conduct; or  
 
(2) fondles, or offers or agrees to fondle, the genitals of another person;  
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for money or other property commits prostitution, a Class A misdemeanor. However, the offense 
is a Class D felony if the person has two (2) prior convictions under this section. 
 
IND. CODE § 35-45-4-4 (2011). Promoting prostitution.  
Sec. 4. A person who: 
 
(1) knowingly or intentionally entices or compels another person to become a prostitute;  
 
(2) knowingly or intentionally procures, or offers or agrees to procure, a person for another 
person for the purpose of prostitution;  
 
(3) having control over the use of a place, knowingly or intentionally permits another person to 
use the place for prostitution;  
 
(4) receives money or other property from a prostitute, without lawful consideration, knowing it 
was earned in whole or in part from prostitution; or  
 
(5) knowingly or intentionally conducts or directs another person to a place for the purpose of 
prostitution;  
commits promoting prostitution, a Class C felony. However, the offense is a Class B felony 
under subdivision (1) if the person enticed or compelled is under eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
 
IOWA  
 
IOWA CODE § 725.1 (2011). Prostitution.  
A person who sells or offers for sale the person's services as a partner in a sex act, or who purchases 
or offers to purchase such services, commits an aggravated misdemeanor.  
 
IOWA CODE § 710A.3 (2011). Affirmative Defense  
It shall be an affirmative defense, in addition to any other affirmative defenses for which the 
victim might be eligible, to a prosecution for a criminal violation directly related to the 
defendant's status as a victim of a crime that is a violation of section 710A.2 (Human 
trafficking), that the defendant committed the violation under compulsion by another's threat of 
serious injury, provided that the defendant reasonably believed that such injury was imminent. 
 
IOWA CODE § 710.10 (2011). Enticing a minor 
 
1. A person commits a class “C” felony when, without authority and with the intent to commit 
sexual abuse or sexual exploitation upon a minor under the age of thirteen, the person entices or 
attempts to entice a person reasonably believed to be under the age of thirteen. 
 
2. A person commits a class “D” felony when, without authority and with the intent to commit an 
illegal sex act upon or sexual exploitation of a minor under the age of sixteen, the person entices 
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or attempts to entice a person reasonably believed to be under the age of sixteen. 
 
3. A person commits a class “D” felony when, without authority and with the intent to commit an 
illegal act upon a minor under the age of sixteen, the person entices a person reasonably believed 
to be under the age of sixteen. 
 
4. A person commits an aggravated misdemeanor when, without authority and with the intent to 
commit an illegal act upon a minor under the age of sixteen, the person attempts to entice a 
person reasonably believed to be under the age of sixteen. A person convicted under this 
subsection shall not be subject to the registration requirements under chapter 692A unless the 
finder of fact determines that the illegal act was sexually motivated. 
 
5. A person shall not be convicted of a violation of this section unless the person commits an 
overt act evidencing a purpose to entice. 
 
6. For purposes of determining jurisdiction under section 803.1, an offense is considered 
committed in this state if the communication to entice or attempt to entice a person believed to 
be a minor who is present in this state originates from another state, or the communication to 
entice or attempt to entice a person believed to be a minor is sent from this state. 
 
IOWA CODE § 725.2 (2011). Pimping.  
A person who solicits a patron for a prostitute, or who knowingly takes or shares in the earnings of a 
prostitute, or who knowingly furnishes a room or other place to be used for the purpose of 
prostitution, whether for compensation or not, commits a class "D" felony.  
 
IOWA CODE § 725.3 (2011). Pandering.  
1. A person who persuades, arranges, coerces, or otherwise causes another, not a minor, to 
become a prostitute or to return to the practice of prostitution after having abandoned it, or keeps 
or maintains any premises for the purposes of prostitution or takes a share in the income from 
such premises knowing the character and content of such income, commits a class “D” felony. 
 
2. A person who persuades, arranges, coerces, or otherwise causes a minor to become a prostitute 
or to return to the practice of prostitution after having abandoned it, or keeps or maintains any 
premises for the purpose of prostitution involving minors or knowingly shares in the income 
from such premises knowing the character and content of such income, commits a class “C” 
felony. 
 
KANSAS  
 
KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6419 (2011). Prostitution.  
(a) Prostitution is performing for hire, or offering or agreeing to perform for hire where there is 
an exchange of value, any of the following acts: 
 
(1) Sexual intercourse;  
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(2) sodomy; or  
 
(3) manual or other bodily contact stimulation of the genitals of any person with the intent to 
arouse or gratify the sexual desires of the offender or another.  
 
(b) Prostitution is a class B nonperson misdemeanor. 
 
KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-6420 (2011). Promoting prostitution.  
(a) Promoting prostitution is knowingly: 
 
(1) Establishing, owning, maintaining or managing a house of prostitution, or participating in the 
establishment, ownership, maintenance or management thereof;  
 
(2) permitting any place partially or wholly owned or controlled by the defendant to be used as a 
house of prostitution;  
 
(3) procuring a prostitute for a house of prostitution;  
 
(4) inducing another to become a prostitute;  
 
(5) soliciting a patron for a prostitute or for a house of prostitution;  
 
(6) procuring a prostitute for a patron;  
 
(7) procuring transportation for, paying for the transportation of, or transporting a person within 
this state with the intention of assisting or promoting that person's engaging in prostitution; or  
 
(8) being employed to perform any act which is prohibited by this section.  
 
(b)(1) Promoting prostitution is a: 
 
(A) Class A person misdemeanor when the prostitute is 16 or more years of age, except as 
provided in subsection (b)(1)(B);  
 
(B) severity level 7, person felony when the prostitute is 16 or more years of age and committed 
by a person who has, prior to the commission of the crime, been convicted of promoting 
prostitution; and  
 
(C) severity level 6, person felony when the prostitute is under 16 years of age, except as 
provided in subsection (b)(2).  
 
(b)(2) Promoting prostitution or attempt, conspiracy or criminal solicitation to commit promoting 
prostitution is an off-grid person felony when the offender is 18 years of age or older and the 
prostitute is less than 14 years of age.  
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(c) If the offender is 18 years of age or older and the victim is less than 14 years of age, the 
provisions of: 
 
(1) Subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5301, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
attempting to commit the crime of promoting prostitution as described in subsection (b)(2);  
 
(2) subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5302, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
conspiracy to commit the crime of promoting prostitution as described in subsection (b)(2); and  
 
(3) subsection (d) of K.S.A. 21-5303, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
criminal solicitation to commit the crime of promoting prostitution as described in subsection 
(b)(2).  
 
 
KAN. STAT. ANN. § 21-5510 (2011). Sexual exploitation of a child  
(a) Sexual exploitation of a child is: 
 
(1) Employing, using, persuading, inducing, enticing or coercing a child under 18 years of age, 
or a person whom the offender believes to be a child under 18 years of age, to engage in sexually 
explicit conduct with the intent to promote any performance;  
 
(2) possessing any visual depiction of a child under 18 years of age shown or heard engaging in 
sexually explicit conduct with intent to arouse or satisfy the sexual desires or appeal to the 
prurient interest of the offender or any other person;  
 
(3) being a parent, guardian or other person having custody or control of a child under l8 years of 
age and knowingly permitting such child to engage in, or assist another to engage in, sexually 
explicit conduct for any purpose described in subsection (a)(1) or (2); or  
 
(4) promoting any performance that includes sexually explicit conduct by a child under 18 years 
of age, or a person whom the offender believes to be a child under 18 years of age, knowing the 
character and content of the performance.  
 
(b)(1) Sexual exploitation of a child as defined in: 
 
(A) Subsection (a)(2) or (a)(3) is a severity level 5, person felony; and  
 
(B) subsection (a)(1) or (a)(4) is a severity level 5, person felony, except as provided in 
subsection (b)(2).  
 
(2) Sexual exploitation of a child as defined in subsection (a)(1) or (a)(4) or attempt, conspiracy 
or criminal solicitation to commit sexual exploitation of a child as defined in subsection (a)(1) or 
(a)(4) is an off-grid person felony, when the offender is 18 years of age or older and the child is 
under 14 years of age.  
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(c) If the offender is 18 years of age or older and the child is under 14 years of age, the 
provisions of: 
 
(1) Subsection (c) of K.S.A. 21-5301, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
attempting to commit the crime of sexual exploitation of a child as defined in subsection (a)(1) or 
(a)(4);  
 
(2) subsection (c) of section K.S.A. 21-5302, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a 
violation of conspiracy to commit the crime of sexual exploitation of a child as defined in 
subsection (a)(1) or (a)(4); and  
 
(3) subsection (d) of K.S.A. 21-5303, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to a violation of 
criminal solicitation to commit the crime of sexual exploitation of a child as defined in 
subsection (a)(1) or (a)(4).  
 
(d) As used in this section: 
 
(1) “Sexually explicit conduct” means actual or simulated: Exhibition in the nude; sexual 
intercourse or sodomy, including genital-genital, oral-genital, anal-genital or oral-anal contact, 
whether between persons of the same or opposite sex; masturbation; sado-masochistic abuse with 
the intent of sexual stimulation; or lewd exhibition of the genitals, female breasts or pubic area of 
any person;  
 
(2) “promoting” means procuring, transmitting, distributing, circulating, presenting, producing, 
directing, manufacturing, issuing, publishing, displaying, exhibiting or advertising:  
 
(A) For pecuniary profit; or  
 
(B) with intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire or appeal to the prurient interest of the 
offender or any other person;  
 
(3) “performance” means any film, photograph, negative, slide, book, magazine or other printed 
or visual medium, any audio tape recording or any photocopy, video tape, video laser disk, 
computer hardware, software, floppy disk or any other computer related equipment or computer 
generated image that contains or incorporates in any manner any film, photograph, negative, 
photocopy, video tape or video laser disk or any play or other live presentation;  
 
(4) “nude” means any state of undress in which the human genitals, pubic region, buttock or 
female breast, at a point below the top of the areola, is less than completely and opaquely 
covered; and  
 
(5) “visual depiction” means any photograph, film, video picture, digital or computer-generated 
image or picture, whether made or produced by electronic, mechanical or other means.  
 
KENTUCKY  
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KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 529.020 (2011). Prostitution.   
(1) A person is guilty of prostitution when he engages or agrees or offers to engage in sexual 
conduct with another person in return for a fee.  
 
(2) Prostitution is a Class B misdemeanor.  
 
KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 529.010 (2011). Definitions.  
The following definitions apply in this chapter unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1) “Advancing prostitution” -- A person “advances prostitution” when acting other than as a 
prostitute or as a patron thereof, he knowingly causes or aids a person to engage in prostitution, 
procures or solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons or premises for prostitution 
purposes, operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution 
enterprise, or engages in any conduct designed to institute, aid or facilitate an act or enterprise of 
prostitution;  
 
(2) “Commercial sexual activity” means prostitution, participation in the production of obscene 
material as set out in KRS Chapter 531, or engaging in a sexually explicit performance;  
 
(3) “Forced labor or services” means labor or services that are performed or provided by another 
person and that are obtained through force, fraud, or coercion;  
 
(4) “Force, fraud, or coercion” may only be accomplished by the same means and methods as a 
person may be restrained under KRS 509.010;  
 
(5) “Human trafficking” refers to criminal activity whereby one (1) or more persons are 
subjected to engaging in:  
 
(a) Forced labor or services; or  
 
(b) Commercial sexual activity through the use of force, fraud, or coercion, except that if the 
trafficked person is under the age of eighteen (18), the commercial sexual activity need not 
involve force, fraud, or coercion;  
 
(6) “Labor” means work of economic or financial value;  
 
(7) “Profiting from prostitution” -- A person “profits from prostitution” when acting other than as 
a prostitute receiving compensation for personally rendered prostitution services, he knowingly 
accepts or receives or agrees to accept or receive money or other property pursuant to an 
agreement or understanding with any person whereby he participates or is to participate in 
proceeds of prostitution activity;  
 
(8) “Services” means an ongoing relationship between a person and the actor in which the person 
performs activities under the supervision of or for the benefit of the actor;  
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(9) “Sexual conduct” means sexual intercourse or any act of sexual gratification involving the 
sex organs; and  
 
(10) “Sexually explicit performance” means a performance of sexual conduct involving:  
 
(a) Acts of masturbation, homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality, sexual intercourse, or deviant 
sexual intercourse, actual or simulated;  
 
(b) Physical contact with, or willful or intentional exhibition of, the genitals;  
 
(c) Flagellation or excretion for the purpose of sexual stimulation or gratification; or  
 
(d) The exposure, in an obscene manner, of the unclothed or apparently unclothed human male 
or female genitals, pubic area, or buttocks, or the female breast, whether or not subsequently 
obscured by a mark placed thereon, or otherwise altered, in any resulting motion picture, 
photograph, or other visual representation, exclusive of exposure portrayed in matter of a private, 
family nature not intended for distribution outside the family.  
 
 
KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 529.040 (2010). Promoting prostitution.  
(1) A person is guilty of promoting prostitution when he knowingly advances or profits from 
prostitution.  
 
(2) Promoting prostitution is a Class A misdemeanor unless the person managed, supervised, 
controlled, or owned, either alone or in association with others, a house of prostitution or a 
prostitution business or enterprise involving prostitution activity by two (2) or more prostitutes, 
in which case it is a Class D felony.  
 
KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 529.080 (2011). Loitering for prostitution purposes.  
(1) A person is guilty of loitering for prostitution purposes when he loiters or remains in a public 
place for the purpose of engaging or agreeing or offering to engage in prostitution.  
 
(2) Loitering for prostitution purposes is a:  
 
(a) Violation for the first offense;  
 
(b) Class B misdemeanor for the second offense and for each subsequent offense.  
 
 
KY. REV. STAT. ANN. § 530.064 (2011). Unlawful transaction with a minor in 
the first degree.  
(1) A person is guilty of unlawful transaction with a minor in the first degree when he or she 
knowingly induces, assists, or causes a minor to engage in:  
 
(a) Illegal sexual activity; or  
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(b) Illegal controlled substances activity other than activity involving marijuana, 
naphthylpyrovalerone, 3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone, 3,4-methylenedioxymethylcathinone, 
4-methylmethcathinone, synthetic cannabinoid agonists or piperazines, or salvia as defined in 
KRS 218A.010;  
 
Except those offenses involving minors in KRS Chapter 531 and in KRS 529.100 where that 
offense involves commercial sexual activity.  
 
(2) Unlawful transaction with a minor in the first degree is a:  
 
(a) Class C felony if the minor so used is less than eighteen (18) years old at the time the minor 
engages in the prohibited activity;  
 
(b) Class B felony if the minor so used is less than sixteen (16) years old at the time the minor 
engages in the prohibited activity; and  
 
(c) Class A felony if the minor so used incurs physical injury thereby.  
 
  
LOUISIANA  
 
LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 14:82 (2010). Prostitution; definition; penalties; 
enhancement.  
A. Prostitution is: 
 
(1) The practice by a person of indiscriminate sexual intercourse with others for compensation. 
 
(2) The solicitation by one person of another with the intent to engage in indiscriminate sexual 
intercourse with the latter for compensation. 
 
B. As used in this Section, “sexual intercourse” means anal, oral, or vaginal sexual intercourse. 
 
C. (1) Whoever commits the crime of prostitution shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars or be imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
 
(2) On a second conviction, the offender shall be fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars nor 
more than two thousand dollars or be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than 
two years, or both. 
 
(3) On a third and subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard 
labor, for not less than two nor more than four years and shall be fined not less than five hundred 
dollars nor more than four thousand dollars. 
 
D. Any offense under this Section committed more than five years prior to the commission of the 
offense with which the defendant is charged shall not be considered in the assessment of 
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penalties under this Section. 
 
E. If the offense occurred as a result of a solicitation by the offender while the offender was 
located on a public road or highway, or the sidewalk, walkway, or public servitude thereof, the 
court shall sentence the offender to imprisonment for a minimum of ninety days. If a portion of 
the sentence is suspended, the court may place the offender upon supervised probation if the 
offender agrees, as a condition of probation, to perform two hundred forty hours of community 
service work collecting or picking up litter and trash on the public roads, streets, and highways, 
under conditions specified by the court. 
 
F. All persons who are convicted of the offense of prostitution shall be referred to the parish 
health unit for counseling concerning Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. The counseling 
shall be provided by existing staff of the parish health unit whose duties include such counseling. 
 
LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 14:82.1 (2011). Prostitution; persons under seventeen; 
additional offenses.  
A. It shall be unlawful: 
 
(1) For any person over the age of seventeen to engage in sexual intercourse with any person 
under the age of seventeen who is practicing prostitution, and there is an age difference of 
greater than two years between the two persons. Lack of knowledge of the latter person's age 
shall not be a defense. 
 
(2) For any parent or tutor of any person under the age of seventeen knowingly to consent to the 
person's entrance or detention in the practice of prostitution. 
 
B. As used in this Section, “sexual intercourse” means anal, oral, or vaginal sexual intercourse. 
 
C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five thousand 
dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than two years nor more than ten 
years, or both. 
 
LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 14:86 (2011). Enticing persons into prostitution.  
A. Enticing persons into prostitution is committed when any person over the age of seventeen 
entices, places, persuades, encourages, or causes the entrance of any other person under the age 
of twenty-one into the practice of prostitution, either by force, threats, promises, or by any other 
device or scheme. Lack of knowledge of the other person's age shall not be a defense. 
 
B. (1) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution shall be imprisoned, with 
or without hard labor, for not less than two years nor more than ten years. 
 
(2) In addition, the court shall order that the personal property used in the commission of the 
offense shall be seized and impounded, and after conviction, sold at public sale or public auction 
by the district attorney in accordance with R.S. 15:539.1. 
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(3) The personal property made subject to seizure and sale pursuant to Paragraph (2) of this 
Subsection may include, but shall not be limited to, electronic communication devices, 
computers, computer related equipment, motor vehicles, photographic equipment used to record 
or create still or moving visual images of the victim that are recorded on paper, film, video tape, 
disc, or any other type of digital recording media. 
 
 
LA. REV. STAT. ANN. § 14:46.3(E) (2011).  Trafficking of children for sexual 
purposes. 
 
. . . 
 
E. No victim of trafficking as defined by the provisions of this Section shall be prosecuted for 
unlawful acts committed as a direct result of being trafficked. 
 
 
MAINE  
 
17-A ME. REV. STAT. § 835-A (2011). Engaging in prostitution 
1. A person is guilty of engaging in prostitution if: 
 
A. The person engages in prostitution as defined in section 851. Violation of this paragraph is a 
Class E crime, except that the sentencing alternative may include only the penalties provided in 
section 1301; or  
 
B. The person violates paragraph A and, at the time of the offense, the person has one or more 
prior convictions under this section or for engaging in substantially similar conduct to that 
contained in this section in another jurisdiction. Section 9-A governs the use of prior convictions 
when determining a sentence, except that, for the purposes of this paragraph, the date of the prior 
conviction may not precede the commission of the offense by more than 2 years. Violation of 
this paragraph is a Class D crime.  
 
17-A ME. REV. STAT. § 851 (2011). Definitions  
 
As used in this chapter:  
 
1. “Prostitution” means engaging in, or agreeing to engage in, or offering to engage in a sexual 
act or sexual contact, as those terms are defined in section 251, in return for a pecuniary benefit 
to be received by the person engaging in prostitution or a 3rd person; 
 
1-A. “Engages a prostitute” means providing or agreeing to provide, either to the person whose 
prostitution is sought or to a 3rd person, pecuniary benefit in return for a sexual act or sexual 
contact as those terms are defined in section 251; 
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2. “Promotes prostitution” means: 
 
A. Causing or aiding another to commit or engage in prostitution, other than as a patron;  
 
B. Publicly soliciting patrons for prostitution. Publicly soliciting patrons for prostitution 
includes, but is not limited to, an offer, made in a public place, to engage in a sexual act or sexual 
contact, as those terms are defined in section 251, in return for a pecuniary benefit to be received 
by the person making the offer or a 3rd person;  
 
C. Providing persons for purposes of prostitution;  
 
D. Leasing or otherwise permitting a place controlled by the defendant, alone or in association 
with others, to be regularly used for prostitution;  
 
E. Owning, controlling, managing, supervising or otherwise operating, in association with 
others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business;  
 
F. Transporting a person into or within the State with the intent that such other person engage in 
prostitution; or  
 
G. Accepting or receiving, or agreeing to accept or receive, a pecuniary benefit pursuant to an 
agreement or understanding with any person, other than with a patron, whereby the person 
participates or the person is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution.  
 
17-A ME. REV. STAT. § 852 (2011). Aggravated promotion of prostitution.  
 
1. A person is guilty of aggravated promotion of prostitution if he knowingly: 
 
A. Promotes prostitution by compelling a person to enter into, engage in, or remain in 
prostitution; or  
 
B. Promotes prostitution of a person less than 18 years old.  
 
2. As used in this section “compelling” includes but is not limited to: 
 
A. The use of a drug or intoxicating substance to render a person incapable of controlling his 
conduct or appreciating its nature; and  
 
B. Withholding or threatening to withhold a narcotic drug or alcoholic liquor from a drug or 
alcohol-dependent person. A “drug or alcohol-dependent person” is one who is using narcotic 
drugs or alcoholic liquor and who is in a state of psychic or physical dependence or both, arising 
from the use of the drug or alcohol on a continuing basis.  
 
3. Aggravated promotion of prostitution is a Class B crime. 
 
17-A ME. REV. STAT. § 282 (2011). Sexual exploitation of minor 
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1. A person is guilty of sexual exploitation of a minor if: 
 
A. Knowing or intending that the conduct will be photographed, the person intentionally or 
knowingly employs, solicits, entices, persuades, uses or compels another person, not that 
person's spouse, who is in fact a minor, to engage in sexually explicit conduct. Violation of this 
paragraph is a Class B crime;  
 
B. The person violates paragraph A and, at the time of the offense, the person has one or more 
prior convictions under this section or for engaging in substantially similar conduct to that 
contained in this section in another jurisdiction. Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime;  
 
C. The person violates paragraph A and the minor has not in fact attained 12 years of age. 
Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime;  
 
D. Being a parent, legal guardian or other person having care or custody of another person who 
is in fact a minor, that person knowingly or intentionally permits that minor to engage in sexually 
explicit conduct, knowing or intending that the conduct will be photographed. Violation of this 
paragraph is a Class B crime;  
 
E. The person violates paragraph D and, at the time of the offense, the person has one or more 
prior convictions under this section or for engaging in substantially similar conduct to that 
contained in this section in another jurisdiction. Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime; or  
 
F. The person violates paragraph D and the minor has not in fact attained 12 years of age. 
Violation of this paragraph is a Class A crime.  
 
2. The following mandatory minimum terms of imprisonment apply to sexual exploitation of a 
minor. 
 
A. A court shall impose upon a person convicted under subsection 1, paragraph A or D a 
sentencing alternative involving a term of imprisonment of at least 5 years.  
 
B. A court shall impose upon a person convicted under subsection 1, paragraph B or E a 
sentencing alternative involving a term of imprisonment of at least 10 years.  
 
The court may not suspend a minimum term of imprisonment imposed under this section unless 
it sets forth in detail, in writing, the reasons for suspending the sentence. The court shall consider 
the nature and circumstances of the crime, the physical and mental well-being of the minor and 
the history and character of the defendant and may only suspend the minimum term if the court 
is of the opinion that the exceptional features of the case justify the imposition of another 
sentence. Section 9-A governs the use of prior convictions when determining a sentence. 
 
MARYLAND  
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MD. CODE ANN. Crim. Law § 11-306 (2011).  House of Prostitution 
 
Prohibited  
 
(a) A person may not knowingly: 
 
(1) engage in prostitution or assignation by any means;  
 
(2) keep, set up, occupy, maintain, or operate a building, structure, or conveyance for prostitution 
or assignation;  
 
(3) allow a building, structure, or conveyance owned or under the person's control to be used for 
prostitution or assignation;  
 
(4) allow or agree to allow a person into a building, structure, or conveyance for prostitution or 
assignation; or  
 
(5) procure or solicit or offer to procure or solicit for prostitution or assignation.  
 
Penalty  
 
(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to 
imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or a fine not exceeding $500 or both. 
 
MD. CODE ANN. Crim. Law § 11-301 (2011). Definitions  
In general  
 
(a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated. 
 
Assignation  
 
(b) “Assignation” means the making of an appointment or engagement for prostitution or any act 
in furtherance of the appointment or engagement. 
 
Prostitution  
 
(c) “Prostitution” means the performance of a sexual act, sexual contact, or vaginal intercourse 
for hire. 
 
Sexual act  
 
(d) “Sexual act” has the meaning stated in § 3-301 of this article. 
 
Sexual contact  
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(e) “Sexual contact” has the meaning stated in § 3-301 of this article. 
 
Sexually explicit performance  
 
(f) “Sexually explicit performance” means a public or private, live, photographed, recorded, or 
videotaped act or show in which the performer is wholly or partially nude, and which is intended 
to sexually arouse or appeal to the prurient interest of patrons or viewers. 
 
Solicit  
 
(g) “Solicit” means urging, advising, inducing, encouraging, requesting, or commanding another. 
 
Vaginal intercourse  
 
(h) “Vaginal intercourse” has the meaning stated in § 3-301 of this article. 
 
 
 
MD. CODE ANN. Crim. Law § 11-305 (2010). Abduction of child under 16.  
 
Prohibited  
 
(a) For purposes of prostitution or committing a crime under Title 3, Subtitle 3 of this article, a 
person may not: 
 
(1) persuade or entice or aid in the persuasion or enticement of an individual under the age of 16 
years from the individual's home or from the custody of the individual's parent or guardian; or  
 
(2) knowingly secrete or harbor or aid in the secreting or harboring of an individual under the 
age of 16 years who has been persuaded or enticed in the manner described in item (1) of this 
subsection.  
 
Penalty  
 
(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to 
imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or a fine not exceeding $5,000 or both. 
 
Statute of limitations and in banc review  
 
(c) A person who violates this section is subject to § 5-106(b) of the Courts Article. 
 
 
MD. CODE ANN. Crim. Law § 3-324 (2011).  Sexual solicitation of minors  
 
Definitions  
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(a) In this section, “solicit” means to command, authorize, urge, entice, request, or advise a 
person by any means, including: 
 
(1) in person;  
 
(2) through an agent or agency;  
 
(3) over the telephone;  
 
(4) through any print medium;  
 
(5) by mail;  
 
(6) by computer or Internet; or  
 
(7) by any other electronic means.  
 
Prohibited  
 
(b) A person may not, with the intent to commit a violation of § 3-304, § 3-306, or § 3-307 of 
this subtitle or § 11-304, § 11-305, or § 11-306 of this article, knowingly solicit a minor, or a law 
enforcement officer posing as a minor, to engage in activities that would be unlawful for the 
person to engage in under § 3-304, § 3-306, or § 3-307 of this subtitle or § 11-304, § 11-305, or § 
11-306 of this article. 
 
Jurisdiction  
 
(c) A violation of this section is considered to be committed in the State for purposes of 
determining jurisdiction if the solicitation: 
 
(1) originated in the State; or  
 
(2) is received in the State.  
 
Penalty  
 
(d) A person who violates this section is guilty of a felony and on conviction is subject to 
imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or a fine not exceeding $25,000 or both. 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS  
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 272, § 53A (2011). Engaging in Sexual Conduct for Fee; 
Payors and Payees; Penalties.  
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(a) Whoever engages, agrees to engage or offers to engage in sexual conduct with another person 
in return for a fee, shall be punished by imprisonment in the house of correction for not more 
than 1 year or by a fine of not more than $500, or by both such imprisonment and fine, whether 
such sexual conduct occurs or not.  
 
(b) Whoever pays, agrees to pay or offers to pay another person to engage in sexual conduct, or 
to agree to engage in sexual conduct with another person, shall be punished by imprisonment in 
the house of correction for not more than 2 and one-half years or by a fine of not less than $1,000 
and not more than $5,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine, whether such sexual conduct 
occurs or not.  
 
(c) Whoever pays, agrees to pay or offers to pay any person with the intent to engage in sexual 
conduct with a child under the age of 18, or whoever is paid, agrees to pay or agrees that a third 
person be paid in return for aiding a person who intends to engage in sexual conduct with a child 
under the age of 18, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10 
years, or in the house of correction for not more than 2 and one-half years and by a fine of not 
less than $3,000 and not more than $10,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine, whether 
such sexual conduct occurs or not; provided, however, that a prosecution commenced under this 
section shall not be continued without a finding or placed on file.  
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 272, § 53 (2011).  Penalty for certain offenses 
(a) Common night walkers, common street walkers, both male and female, persons who with 
offensive and disorderly acts or language accost or annoy persons of the opposite sex, lewd, 
wanton and lascivious persons in speech or behavior, keepers of noisy and disorderly houses, and 
persons guilty of indecent exposure shall be punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of 
correction for not more than 6 months, or by a fine of not more than $200, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment.  
(b) Disorderly persons and disturbers of the peace, for the first offense, shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $150. On a second or subsequent offense, such person shall be punished by 
imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than 6 months, or by a fine of not 
more than $200, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
 

MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 272, § 2 (2011). Abduction of Persons for the Purpose of 
Prostitution or Unlawful Sexual Intercourse.  
 
Whoever fraudulently and deceitfully entices or takes away a person from the house of his parent or 
guardian or elsewhere, for the purpose of prostitution or for the purpose of unlawful sexual 
intercourse, and whoever aids and assists in such abduction for such purpose, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not more than three years or in jail for not more than one year or 
by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment in jail.  
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 272, § 4A (2011). Promoting Child Prostitution; 
Mandatory Sentence.  
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Whoever induces a minor to become a prostitute, or who knowingly aids and assists in such 
inducement, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than five, nor less 
than three years, and by a fine of five thousand dollars. The sentence of imprisonment imposed under 
this section shall not be reduced to less than three years, nor suspended, nor shall any person 
convicted under this section be eligible for probation, parole or furlough or receive any deduction 
from his sentence for good conduct or otherwise until he shall have served three years of such 
sentence. Prosecutions commenced under this section shall not be continued without a finding nor 
placed on file.  
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 272, § 2 (2012). Victim of human trafficking as 
affirmative defense to charges of common night walking or common 
streetwalking 
In any prosecution or juvenile delinquency proceeding of a person who is a human trafficking 
victim, as defined by section 20M of chapter 233, it shall be an affirmative defense to charges of 
engaging in common night walking or common streetwalking in violation of section 53 of 
chapter 272 and to a violation of section 53A of said chapter 272 that, while a human trafficking 
victim, such person was under duress or coerced into committing the offenses for which such 
person is being prosecuted or against whom juvenile delinquency proceedings have commenced. 
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 119, § 39K (2012). Child welfare service needs of 
sexually exploited children 
(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the department of children and 
families, in collaboration with the department of mental health and other appropriate state 
agencies, shall: (i) provide for the child welfare services needs of sexually exploited children 
including, but not limited to, services for sexually-exploited children residing in the 
commonwealth at the time they are taken into custody by law enforcement or are identified by 
the department as sexually-exploited children, for the duration of any legal or administrative 
proceeding in which they are either the complaining witness, defendant or the subject child; and 
(ii) provide appropriate services to a child reasonably believed to be a sexually exploited child in 
order to safeguard the child's welfare. If a child reasonably believed to be a sexually exploited 
child declines services or is unable or unwilling to participate in the services offered, the 
department or any person may file a care and protection petition under section 24. Sexually 
exploited children shall have access to an advocate. The advocate or a member of the 
multidisciplinary service team established under section 51D shall accompany the child to all 
court appearances and may serve as a liaison between the service providers and the court. 
 
(b) The services that shall be provided under this section shall be available to all sexually 
exploited children, whether they are accessed voluntarily, through a court proceeding under this 
section or through a referral, which may be made by any person. 
 
(c) In determining the need for and capacity of the services that may be provided under this 
section, the department of children and families shall recognize that sexually exploited youth 
have separate and distinct service needs according to gender and appropriate services shall be 
made available while ensuring that an appropriate continuum of services exists. 
 



 78 

(d) The commissioner of the department may, subject to appropriation, contract with non-
governmental organizations or entities with experience working with sexually exploited children 
to train law enforcement officials likely to encounter sexually exploited children in the course of 
their law enforcement duties. The training shall include, but not be limited to, awareness and 
compliance with the provisions of this section, identification of, access to, and the provision of 
services for sexually-exploited children and any other services the department deems necessary. 
 
(e) The department may apply to the victim and witness assistance board for grants from the 
Victims of Human Trafficking Trust Fund, established in section 66A of chapter 10,, grants from 
the United States Department of Justice's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
or any other federal agency, or grants from any other private source to fund the law enforcement 
training and services for sexually-exploited children. 
 
(f) The department shall adopt regulations to carry out this section. 
 
MASS. ANN. LAWS ch. 119, § 39L (2012). Children in violation of prohibition 
against common night walking or common streetwalking; petition for care 
and protection; appointment of guardian ad litem; stay of juvenile 
delinquency or criminal proceedings; failure of child to comply with 
requirements. 
(a) Before or after arraignment in any juvenile delinquency or criminal proceeding against a 
sexually exploited child alleging that such juvenile or such defendant violated the prohibition 
against common night walking or common streetwalking under section 53 of chapter 272 or the 
provisions of subsection (a) of section 53A of said chapter 272, there shall be a presumption that 
a care and protection petition on behalf of such child, or a child in need of services petition under 
section 39E, shall be filed. Any person, including the juvenile, may file a care and protection 
petition on behalf of such child, including a petition for emergency commitment under section 
24, or a parent or a police officer may file a child in need of services petition under section 39E. 
 
(b) The court may appoint a guardian ad litem and shall hold a hearing on such petition. The 
court may allow a reasonable delay in the proceedings, including any arraignment, to consider 
the petition. The necessary findings of fact to support the court's decision shall be reduced to 
writing and made part of the court record. 
 
(c) Upon a motion by a party to the juvenile delinquency or criminal proceeding or by a guardian 
ad litem, unless the district attorney or the attorney general objects, and upon a finding that a 
child alleged to be a juvenile delinquent by reason of violating section 53 of chapter 272 or 
subsection (a) of section 53A of said chapter 272 is a child in need of care and protection or a 
child in need of services, the court shall, if arraignment has not yet occurred, indefinitely stay 
arraignment and place the proceeding on file. If the court finds that the child has failed to 
substantially comply with the requirements of services or that the child's welfare or safety so 
requires, the court may remove the proceeding from file, arraign the child and restore the 
delinquency or criminal complaint to the docket for trial or further proceedings in accordance 
with the regular course of such proceedings. If arraignment has already occurred, unless the 
district attorney or the attorney general objects, the court shall place the child on pretrial 
probation under section 87 of chapter 276. If appropriate, the conditions of such probation shall 
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include, but not be limited to, requiring the child to substantially comply with all lawful orders of 
the court, including orders relating to any care and protection or child in need of services 
proceeding, and the child shall also comply with the guidance and services of the department or 
any designated non-governmental service provider. If the child fails to substantially comply with 
the conditions of probation or if the child's welfare or safety so requires, the court may in its 
discretion restore the delinquency or criminal complaint to the docket for trial or further 
proceedings in accordance with the regular course of such proceedings. 
 
 
MICHIGAN  
 
MICH. COMP. LAWS § 750.448 (2011).  Soliciting and accosting 
Sec. 448. A person 16 years of age or older who accosts, solicits, or invites another person in a 
public place or in or from a building or vehicle, by word, gesture, or any other means, to commit 
prostitution or to do any other lewd or immoral act, is guilty of a crime punishable as provided in 
section 451  
 
MICH. COMP. LAWS § 750.13 (2011). Enticing away female under 16; felony, 
penalty.  
Sec. 13. Enticing away female under 16 years for purpose of marriage, etc.--Any person who 
shall take or entice away any female under the age of 16 years, from her father, mother, 
guardian, or other person having the legal charge of her person, without their consent, either for 
the purpose of prostitution, concubinage, sexual intercourse or marriage, shall be guilty of a 
felony, punishable by imprisonment in the state prison not more than 10 years. 
 
MINNESOTA  
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.324 (2011). Patrons, prostitutes, and individuals housing 
individuals engaged in prostitution; penalties.  
 
Subdivision 1. Engaging in, hiring, or agreeing to hire minor to engage in prostitution; 
penalties. (a) Whoever intentionally does any of the following may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than 20 years or to payment of a fine of not more than $40,000, or 
both: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual under the age of 13 years; or 
 
(2) hires or offers or agrees to hire an individual under the age of 13 years to engage in sexual 
penetration or sexual contact. 
 
(b) Whoever intentionally does any of the following may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than ten years or to payment of a fine of not more than $20,000, or both: 
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(1) engages in prostitution with an individual under the age of 16 years but at least 13 years; or 
 
(2) hires or offers or agrees to hire an individual under the age of 16 years but at least 13 years to 
engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
(c) Whoever intentionally does any of the following may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than five years or to payment of a fine of not more than $10,000, or both: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual under the age of 18 years but at least 16 years; or 
 
(2) hires or offers or agrees to hire an individual under the age of 18 years but at least 16 years to 
engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Subd. 1a. Housing unrelated minor engaged in prostitution; penalties. Any person, other 
than one related by blood, adoption, or marriage to the minor, who permits a minor to reside, 
temporarily or permanently, in the person's dwelling without the consent of the minor's parents 
or guardian, knowing or having reason to know that the minor is engaging in prostitution may be 
sentenced to imprisonment for not more than one year or to payment of a fine of not more than 
$3,000, or both; except that, this subdivision does not apply to residential placements made, 
sanctioned, or supervised by a public or private social service agency. 
 
Subd. 2. Prostitution in public place; penalty for patrons. Whoever, while acting as a patron, 
intentionally does any of the following while in a public place is guilty of a gross misdemeanor: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual 18 years of age or older; or 
 
(2) hires, offers to hire, or agrees to hire an individual 18 years of age or older to engage in 
sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 4, a person who is convicted of violating this 
subdivision must, at a minimum, be sentenced to pay a fine of at least $1,500. 
 
Subd. 3. General prostitution crimes; penalties for patrons. (a) Whoever, while acting as a 
patron, intentionally does any of the following is guilty of a misdemeanor: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual 18 years of age or older; or 
 
(2) hires, offers to hire, or agrees to hire an individual 18 years of age or older to engage in 
sexual penetration or sexual contact. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 4, a person 
who is convicted of violating this paragraph must, at a minimum, be sentenced to pay a fine of at 
least $500. 
 
(b) Whoever violates the provisions of this subdivision within two years of a previous 
prostitution conviction for violating this section or section 609.322 is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 4, a person who is convicted of 
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violating this paragraph must, at a minimum, be sentenced as follows: 
 
(1) to pay a fine of at least $1,500; and 
 
(2) to serve 20 hours of community work service. 
 
The court may waive the mandatory community work service if it makes specific, written 
findings that the community work service is not feasible or appropriate under the circumstances 
of the case. 
 
Subd. 4. Community service in lieu of minimum fine. The court may order a person convicted 
of violating subdivision 2 or 3 to perform community work service in lieu of all or a portion of 
the minimum fine required under those subdivisions if the court makes specific, written findings 
that the convicted person is indigent or that payment of the fine would create undue hardship for 
the convicted person or that person's immediate family. Community work service ordered under 
this subdivision is in addition to any mandatory community work service ordered under 
subdivision 3. 
 
Subd. 5. Use of motor vehicle to patronize prostitutes; driving record notation. (a) When a 
court sentences a person convicted of violating this section while acting as a patron, the court 
shall determine whether the person used a motor vehicle during the commission of the offense 
and whether the person has previously been convicted of violating this section or section 
609.322. If the court finds that the person used a motor vehicle during the commission of the 
offense, it shall forward its finding along with an indication of whether the person has previously 
been convicted of a prostitution offense to the commissioner of public safety who shall record 
the finding on the person's driving record. Except as provided in paragraph (b), the finding is 
classified as private data on individuals, as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12, but is 
accessible for law enforcement purposes. 
 
(b) If the person has previously been convicted of a violation of this section or section 609.322, 
the finding is public data. 
 
Subd. 6. Prostitution in public place; penalty for prostitutes. Whoever, while acting as a 
prostitute, intentionally does any of the following while in a public place is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual 18 years of age or older; or 
 
(2) is hired, offers to be hired, or agrees to be hired by an individual 18 years of age or older to 
engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Subd. 7. General prostitution crimes; penalties for prostitutes. (a) Whoever, while acting as a 
prostitute, intentionally does any of the following is guilty of a misdemeanor: 
 
(1) engages in prostitution with an individual 18 years of age or older; or 
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(2) is hired, offers to be hired, or agrees to be hired by an individual 18 years of age or older to 
engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
(b) Whoever violates the provisions of this subdivision within two years of a previous 
prostitution conviction for violating this section or section 609.322 is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor. 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.3243 (2011). Loitering with intent to participate in 
Prostitution  
A person who loiters in a public place with intent to participate in prostitution is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.321 (2011). Prostitution; Definitions   
Subdivision 1. Scope. For the purposes of sections 609.321 to 609.325, the following terms have 
the meanings given. 
 
Subd. 2. Business of prostitution. “Business of prostitution” means any arrangement between 
or organization of two or more persons, acting other than as prostitutes or patrons, who commit 
acts punishable under sections 609.321 to 609.324. 
 
Subd. 3. Repealed by Laws 1998, c. 367, art. 2, § 33. 
 
Subd. 4. Patron. “Patron” means an individual who engages in prostitution by hiring, offering to 
hire, or agreeing to hire another individual to engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Subd. 5. Place of prostitution. “Place of prostitution” means a house or other place where 
prostitution is practiced. 
 
Subd. 6. Repealed by Laws 1998, c. 367, art. 2, § 33. 
 
Subd. 7. Promotes the prostitution of an individual. “Promotes the prostitution of an 
individual” means any of the following wherein the person knowingly: 
 
(1) solicits or procures patrons for a prostitute; 
 
(2) provides, leases or otherwise permits premises or facilities owned or controlled by the person 
to aid the prostitution of an individual; 
 
(3) owns, manages, supervises, controls, keeps or operates, either alone or with others, a place of 
prostitution to aid the prostitution of an individual; 
 
(4) owns, manages, supervises, controls, operates, institutes, aids or facilitates, either alone or 
with others, a business of prostitution to aid the prostitution of an individual; 
 
(5) admits a patron to a place of prostitution to aid the prostitution of an individual; or 
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(6) transports an individual from one point within this state to another point either within or 
without this state, or brings an individual into this state to aid the prostitution of the individual. 
 
Subd. 7a. Sex trafficking. “Sex trafficking” means: 
 
(1) receiving, recruiting, enticing, harboring, providing, or obtaining by any means an individual 
to aid in the prostitution of the individual; or 
 
(2) receiving profit or anything of value, knowing or having reason to know it is derived from an 
act described in clause (1). 
 
Subd. 7b. Sex trafficking victim. “Sex trafficking victim” means a person subjected to the 
practices in subdivision 7a. 
 
Subd. 8. Prostitute. “Prostitute” means an individual who engages in prostitution by being 
hired, offering to be hired, or agreeing to be hired by another individual to engage in sexual 
penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Subd. 9. Prostitution. “Prostitution” means hiring, offering to hire, or agreeing to hire another 
individual to engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact, or being hired, offering to be hired, 
or agreeing to be hired by another individual to engage in sexual penetration or sexual contact. 
 
Subd. 10. Sexual contact. “Sexual contact” means any of the following acts, if the acts can 
reasonably be construed as being for the purpose of satisfying the actor's sexual impulses: 
 
(i) the intentional touching by an individual of a prostitute's intimate parts; or 
 
(ii) the intentional touching by a prostitute of another individual's intimate parts. 
 
Subd. 11. Sexual penetration. “Sexual penetration” means any of the following acts, if for the 
purpose of satisfying sexual impulses: sexual intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, 
or any intrusion however slight into the genital or anal openings of an individual's body by any 
part of another individual's body or any object used for the purpose of satisfying sexual impulses. 
Emission of semen is not necessary. 
 
Subd. 12. Public place. A “public place” means a public street or sidewalk, a pedestrian skyway 
system as defined in section 469.125, subdivision 4, a hotel, motel, steam room, sauna, massage 
parlor, shopping mall and other public shopping areas, or other place of public accommodation, a 
place licensed to sell intoxicating liquor, wine, nonintoxicating malt beverages, or food, or a 
motor vehicle located on a public street, alley, or parking lot ordinarily used by or available to 
the public though not used as a matter of right and a driveway connecting such a parking lot with 
a street or highway. 
 
Subd. 13. Place of public accommodation. “Place of public accommodation” means a business, 
accommodation, refreshment, entertainment, recreation, or transportation facility of any kind, 
whether licensed or not, whose goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or 
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accommodations are extended, offered, sold, or otherwise made available to the public. 
 
Subd. 14. Prior qualified human trafficking-related offense. A “prior qualified human 
trafficking-related offense” means a conviction or delinquency adjudication within the ten years 
from the discharge from probation or parole immediately preceding the current offense for a 
violation of or an attempt to violate section 609.322, subdivision 1 (solicitation, inducement, and 
promotion of prostitution; sex trafficking in the first degree); 609.322, subdivision 1a 
(solicitation, inducement, and promotion of prostitution; sex trafficking in the second degree); 
609.282 (labor trafficking); or 609.283 (unlawful conduct with respect to documents in 
furtherance of labor or sex trafficking). 
 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.322. Solicitation, inducement, and promotion of 
prostitution; Sex Trafficking.  
 
Subdivision 1. Solicitation, inducement, and promotion of prostitution; sex trafficking in 
the first degree. (a) Whoever, while acting other than as a prostitute or patron, intentionally does 
any of the following may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than 20 years or to payment 
of a fine of not more than $50,000, or both: 
 
(1) solicits or induces an individual under the age of 18 years to practice prostitution; 
 
(2) promotes the prostitution of an individual under the age of 18 years; 
 
(3) receives profit, knowing or having reason to know that it is derived from the prostitution, or 
the promotion of the prostitution, of an individual under the age of 18 years; or 
 
(4) engages in the sex trafficking of an individual under the age of 18 years. 
 
(b) Whoever violates paragraph (a) or subdivision 1a may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than 25 years or to payment of a fine of not more than $60,000, or both, if one or more of 
the following aggravating factors are present: 
 
(1) the offender has committed a prior qualified human trafficking-related offense; 
 
(2) the offense involved a sex trafficking victim who suffered bodily harm during the 
commission of the offense; 
 
(3) the time period that a sex trafficking victim was held in debt bondage or forced labor or 
services exceeded 180 days; or 
 
(4) the offense involved more than one sex trafficking victim. 
 
Subd. 1a. Solicitation, inducement, and promotion of prostitution; sex trafficking in the 
second degree. Whoever, while acting other than as a prostitute or patron, intentionally does any 
of the following may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than 15 years or to payment of 
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a fine of not more than $40,000, or both: 
 
(1) solicits or induces an individual to practice prostitution; 
 
(2) promotes the prostitution of an individual; 
 
(3) receives profit, knowing or having reason to know that it is derived from the prostitution, or 
the promotion of the prostitution, of an individual; or 
 
(4) engages in the sex trafficking of an individual. 
 
Subd. 1b. Exceptions. Subdivisions 1, paragraph (a), clause (3), and 1a, clause (3), do not apply 
to: 
 
(1) a minor who is dependent on an individual acting as a prostitute and who may have benefited 
from or been supported by the individual's earnings derived from prostitution; or 
 
(2) a parent over the age of 55 who is dependent on an individual acting as a prostitute, who may 
have benefited from or been supported by the individual's earnings derived from prostitution, and 
who did not know that the earnings were derived from prostitution; or 
 
(3) the sale of goods or services to a prostitute in the ordinary course of a lawful business. 
 
Subd. 1c. Aggregation of cases. Acts by the defendant in violation of any one or more of the 
provisions in this section within any six-month period may be aggregated and the defendant 
charged accordingly in applying the provisions of this section; provided that when two or more 
offenses are committed by the same person in two or more counties, the accused may be 
prosecuted in any county in which one of the offenses was committed for all of the offenses 
aggregated under this subdivision. 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.325 (2011). Defenses  
Subdivision 1. No defense; solicited; not engaged. It shall be no defense to a prosecution under 
section 609.322 that an individual solicited or induced to practice prostitution or whose 
prostitution was promoted, did not actually engage in prostitution. 
 
Subd. 2. Consent no defense. Consent or mistake as to age shall be no defense to prosecutions 
under section 609.322 or 609.324. 
 
Subd. 3. No defense; prior prostitution. It shall be no defense to actions under section 609.322 
that the individual solicited or induced to practice prostitution, or whose prostitution was 
promoted, had engaged in prostitution prior to that solicitation, inducement, or promotion. 
 
Subd. 4. Affirmative defense. It is an affirmative defense to a charge under section 609.324 if 
the defendant proves by a preponderance of the evidence that the defendant is a labor trafficking 
victim, as defined in section 609.281, or a sex trafficking victim, as defined in section 609.321, 



 86 

and that the defendant committed the act only under compulsion by another who by explicit or 
implicit threats created a reasonable apprehension in the mind of the defendant that if the 
defendant did not commit the act, the person would inflict bodily harm upon the defendant. 
 

MINN. STAT. § 260B.007 (2011). Definitions 
Subdivision 1. Scope. As used in this chapter, the terms defined in this section have the same 
meanings given to them. 
 
Subd. 2. Agency. “Agency” means the local social services agency or a licensed child-placing 
agency. 
 
Subd. 3. Child. “Child” means an individual under 18 years of age and includes any minor 
alleged to have been delinquent or a juvenile traffic offender prior to having become 18 years of 
age. 
 
Subd. 4. Child-placing agency. “Child-placing agency” means anyone licensed under sections 
245A.01 to 245A.16 and 252.28, subdivision 2. 
 
Subd. 5. Court. “Court” means juvenile court unless otherwise specified in this section. 
 
 
<Text of subd. 6 effective until August 1, 2014.>  
 
Subd. 6. Delinquent child. (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b), “delinquent 
child” means a child: 
 
(1) who has violated any state or local law, except as provided in section 260B.225, subdivision 
1, and except for juvenile offenders as described in subdivisions 16 to 18; 
 
(2) who has violated a federal law or a law of another state and whose case has been referred to 
the juvenile court if the violation would be an act of delinquency if committed in this state or a 
crime or offense if committed by an adult; 
 
(3) who has escaped from confinement to a state juvenile correctional facility after being 
committed to the custody of the commissioner of corrections; or 
 
(4) who has escaped from confinement to a local juvenile correctional facility after being 
committed to the facility by the court. 
 
(b) The term delinquent child does not include a child alleged to have committed murder in the 
first degree after becoming 16 years of age, but the term delinquent child does include a child 
alleged to have committed attempted murder in the first degree. 
 
 
<Text of subd. 6 effective August 1, 2014.>  
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Subd. 6. Delinquent child. (a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs (b) and (c), 
“delinquent child” means a child: 
 
(1) who has violated any state or local law, except as provided in section 260B.225, subdivision 
1, and except for juvenile offenders as described in subdivisions 16 to 18; 
 
(2) who has violated a federal law or a law of another state and whose case has been referred to 
the juvenile court if the violation would be an act of delinquency if committed in this state or a 
crime or offense if committed by an adult; 
 
(3) who has escaped from confinement to a state juvenile correctional facility after being 
committed to the custody of the commissioner of corrections; or 
 
(4) who has escaped from confinement to a local juvenile correctional facility after being 
committed to the facility by the court. 
 
(b) The term delinquent child does not include a child alleged to have committed murder in the 
first degree after becoming 16 years of age, but the term delinquent child does include a child 
alleged to have committed attempted murder in the first degree. 
 
(c) The term delinquent child does not include a child under the age of 16 years alleged to have 
engaged in conduct which would, if committed by an adult, violate any federal, state, or local 
law relating to being hired, offering to be hired, or agreeing to be hired by another individual to 
engage in sexual penetration or sexual conduct. 
 
Subd. 7. Foster care. “Foster care” means 24-hour substitute care for children placed away from 
their parents or guardian and for whom a responsible social services agency has placement and 
care responsibility. Foster care includes, but is not limited to, placement in foster family homes, 
foster homes of relatives, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities not excluded in 
this subdivision, child care institutions, and preadoptive homes. A child is in foster care under 
this definition regardless of whether the facility is licensed and payments are made for the cost of 
care. Nothing in this definition creates any authority to place a child in a home or facility that is 
required to be licensed which is not licensed. Foster care does not include placement in any of 
the following facilities: hospitals, inpatient chemical dependency treatment facilities, facilities 
that are primarily for delinquent children, any corrections facility or program within a particular 
corrections facility not meeting requirements for Title IV-E facilities as determined by the 
commissioner, facilities to which a child is committed under the provision of chapter 253B, 
forestry camps, or jails. Foster care is intended to provide for a child's safety or to access 
treatment. Foster care must not be used as a punishment or consequence for a child's behavior. 
 
Subd. 8. Legal custody. “Legal custody” means the right to the care, custody, and control of a 
child who has been taken from a parent by the court in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 260B.198 and 260B.235. The expenses of legal custody are paid in accordance with the 
provisions of section 260B.331. 
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Subd. 9. Minor. “Minor” means an individual under 18 years of age. 
 
Subd. 10. Parent. “Parent” means the birth or adoptive parent of a minor. For an Indian child, 
parent includes any Indian person who has adopted a child by tribal law or custom, as provided 
in section 260.755, subdivision 14. 
 
Subd. 11. Person. “Person” includes any individual, association, corporation, partnership, and 
the state or any of its political subdivisions, departments, or agencies. 
 
Subd. 12. Relative. “Relative” means a parent, stepparent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, or 
aunt of the minor. This relationship may be by blood or marriage. For an Indian child, relative 
includes members of the extended family as defined by the law or custom of the Indian child's 
tribe or, in the absence of laws or custom, nieces, nephews, or first or second cousins, as 
provided in the Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978, United States Code, title 25, section 1903. 
 
Subd. 13. Custodian. “Custodian” means any person who is under a legal obligation to provide 
care and support for a minor or who is in fact providing care and support for a minor. This 
subdivision does not impose upon persons who are not otherwise legally responsible for 
providing a child with necessary food, clothing, shelter, education, or medical care a duty to 
provide that care. For an Indian child, custodian means any Indian person who has legal custody 
of an Indian child under tribal law or custom or under state law or to whom temporary physical 
care, custody, and control has been transferred by the parent of the child, as provided in section 
260.755, subdivision 11. 
 
Subd. 14. Secure detention facility. “Secure detention facility” means a physically restricting 
facility, including but not limited to a jail, a hospital, a state institution, a residential treatment 
center, or a detention home used for the temporary care of a child pending court action. 
 
Subd. 15. Shelter care facility. “Shelter care facility” means a physically unrestricting facility, 
such as, but not limited to, a hospital, a group home, or a licensed facility for foster care, used for 
the temporary care of a child pending court action. 
 
 
<Text of subd. 16 effective until August 1, 2014.>  
 
Subd. 16. Juvenile petty offender; juvenile petty offense. (a) “Juvenile petty offense” includes 
a juvenile alcohol offense, a juvenile controlled substance offense, a violation of section 
609.685, or a violation of a local ordinance, which by its terms prohibits conduct by a child 
under the age of 18 years which would be lawful conduct if committed by an adult. 
 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c), “juvenile petty offense” also includes an 
offense that would be a misdemeanor if committed by an adult. 
 
(c) “Juvenile petty offense” does not include any of the following: 
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(1) a misdemeanor-level violation of section 518B.01, 588.20, 609.224, 609.2242, 609.324, 
609.5632, 609.576, 609.66, 609.746, 609.748, 609.79, or 617.23; 
 
(2) a major traffic offense or an adult court traffic offense, as described in section 260B.225; 
 
(3) a misdemeanor-level offense committed by a child whom the juvenile court previously has 
found to have committed a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or felony offense; or 
 
(4) a misdemeanor-level offense committed by a child whom the juvenile court has found to 
have committed a misdemeanor-level juvenile petty offense on two or more prior occasions, 
unless the county attorney designates the child on the petition as a juvenile petty offender 
notwithstanding this prior record. As used in this clause, “misdemeanor-level juvenile petty 
offense” includes a misdemeanor-level offense that would have been a juvenile petty offense if it 
had been committed on or after July 1, 1995. 
 
(d) A child who commits a juvenile petty offense is a “juvenile petty offender.” 
 
 
<Text of subd. 16 effective August 1, 2014.>  
 
Subd. 16. Juvenile petty offender; juvenile petty offense. (a) “Juvenile petty offense” includes 
a juvenile alcohol offense, a juvenile controlled substance offense, a violation of section 
609.685, or a violation of a local ordinance, which by its terms prohibits conduct by a child 
under the age of 18 years which would be lawful conduct if committed by an adult. 
 
(b) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c), “juvenile petty offense” also includes an 
offense that would be a misdemeanor if committed by an adult. 
 
(c) “Juvenile petty offense” does not include any of the following: 
 
(1) a misdemeanor-level violation of section 518B.01, 588.20, 609.224, 609.2242, 609.324, 
609.5632, 609.576, 609.66, 609.746, 609.748, 609.79, or 617.23; 
 
(2) a major traffic offense or an adult court traffic offense, as described in section 260B.225; 
 
(3) a misdemeanor-level offense committed by a child whom the juvenile court previously has 
found to have committed a misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor, or felony offense; or 
 
(4) a misdemeanor-level offense committed by a child whom the juvenile court has found to 
have committed a misdemeanor-level juvenile petty offense on two or more prior occasions, 
unless the county attorney designates the child on the petition as a juvenile petty offender 
notwithstanding this prior record. As used in this clause, “misdemeanor-level juvenile petty 
offense” includes a misdemeanor-level offense that would have been a juvenile petty offense if it 
had been committed on or after July 1, 1995. 
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(d) A child who commits a juvenile petty offense is a “juvenile petty offender.” The term 
juvenile petty offender does not include a child under the age of 16 years alleged to have violated 
any law relating to being hired, offering to be hired, or agreeing to be hired by another individual 
to engage in sexual penetration or sexual conduct which, if committed by an adult, would be a 
misdemeanor. 
 
Subd. 17. Juvenile alcohol offense. “Juvenile alcohol offense” means a violation by a child of 
any provision of section 340A.503 or an equivalent local ordinance. 
 
Subd. 18. Juvenile controlled substance offense. “Juvenile controlled substance offense” 
means a violation by a child of section 152.027, subdivision 4, with respect to a small amount of 
marijuana or an equivalent local ordinance. 
 
Subd. 19. Indian. “Indian,” consistent with section 260.755, subdivision 7, means a person who 
is a member of an Indian tribe or who is an Alaskan native and a member of a regional 
corporation as defined in section 7 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, United States 
Code, title 43, section 1606. 
 
Subd. 20. Indian child. “Indian child,” consistent with section 260.755, subdivision 8, means an 
unmarried person who is under age 18 and is: 
 
(1) a member of an Indian tribe; or 
 
(2) eligible for membership in an Indian tribe. 
 
MINN. STAT. § 609.093 (2011). Juvenile prostitutes; diversion or child 
protection proceedings 
<Section effective August 1, 2014.>  
 
Subdivision 1. First-time prostitution offense; applicability; procedure. (a) This section 
applies to a 16 or 17 year old child alleged to have engaged in prostitution as defined in section 
609.321, subdivision 9, who: 
 
(1) has not been previously adjudicated delinquent for engaging in prostitution as defined in 
section 609.321, subdivision 9; 
 
(2) has not previously participated in or completed a diversion program for engaging in 
prostitution as defined in section 609.321, subdivision 9; 
 
(3) has not previously been placed on probation without an adjudication or received a 
continuance under section 260B.198, subdivision 7, for engaging in prostitution as defined in 
section 609.321, subdivision 9; 
 
(4) has not previously been found to be a child in need of protection or services for engaging in 
prostitution as defined in section 609.321, subdivision 9, or because the child is a sexually 
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exploited youth as defined in section 260C.007, subdivision 31, clause (1); and 
 
(5) agrees to successfully complete a diversion program under section 388.24 or fully comply 
with a disposition order under section 260C.201. 
 
(b) The prosecutor shall refer a child described in paragraph (a) to a diversion program under 
section 388.24 or file a petition under section 260C. 141 alleging the child to be in need of 
protection or services. 
 
Subd. 2. Failure to comply. If a child fails to successfully complete diversion or fails to fully 
comply with a disposition order under section 260C.201, the child may be referred back to the 
court for further proceedings under chapter 260B. 
 
Subd. 3. Dismissal of charge. The court shall dismiss the charge against the child if any of the 
following apply: 
 
(1) the prosecutor referred the child to a diversion program and the prosecutor notifies the court 
that the child successfully completed the program; 
 
(2) the prosecutor filed a petition under section 260C.141 and the court does not find that the 
child is in need of protection or services; or 
 
(3) the prosecutor filed a petition under section 260C.141, the court entered an order under 
section 260C.201, and the child fully complied with the order. 
 
 
MISSISSIPPI  
 
MISS. CODE ANN. § 97-29-49 (2011).  Prostitution  
It shall be unlawful to engage in prostitution or to aid or abet prostitution or to procure or solicit 
for the purposes of prostitution, or to reside in, enter, or remain in any place, structure, or 
building, or to enter or remain in any vehicle or conveyance for the purpose of lewdness, 
assignation, or prostitution, or to keep or set up a house of ill-fame, brothel or bawdy house, or to 
receive any person for purposes of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution into any vehicle, 
conveyance, place, structure or building, or to permit any person to remain for the purpose of 
lewdness, assignation, or prostitution in any vehicle, conveyance, place, structure, or building, or 
to direct, take, or transport, or to offer or agree to take or transport, or aid or assist in 
transporting, any person to any vehicle, conveyance, place, structure, or building, or to any other 
person with knowledge or reasonable cause to know that the purpose of such directing, taking or 
transporting is prostitution, lewdness or assignation, or to lease or rent or contract to lease or rent 
any vehicle, conveyance, place, structure, or building, or part thereof, knowing or with good 
reason to know that it is intended to be used for any of the purposes herein prohibited, or to aid, 
abet, or participate in the doing of any of the acts herein prohibited. 
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MISS. CODE ANN. § 97-5-5 (2011). Enticing child under fourteen; punishment.  
Every person who shall maliciously, willfully, or fraudulently lead, take, carry away, decoy or entice 
away, any child under the age of fourteen years, with intent to detain or conceal such child from its 
parents, guardian, or other person having lawful charge of such child, or for the purpose of 
prostitution, concubinage, or marriage, shall, on conviction, be imprisoned in the penitentiary not 
exceeding ten years, or imprisoned in the county jail not more than one year, or fined not more than 
one thousand dollars, or both.  
 
MISSOURI  
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 567.020 (2011). Prostitution  
1. A person commits the crime of prostitution if the person performs an act of prostitution. 
 
2. Prostitution is a class B misdemeanor unless the person knew prior to performing the act of 
prostitution that he or she was infected with HIV in which case prostitution is a class B felony. 
The use of condoms is not a defense to this crime. 
 
3. As used in this section, “HIV” means the human immunodeficiency virus that causes acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome. 
 
4. The judge may order a drug and alcohol abuse treatment program for any person found guilty 
of prostitution, either after trial or upon a plea of guilty, before sentencing. For the class B 
misdemeanor offense, upon the successful completion of such program by the defendant, the 
court may at its discretion allow the defendant to withdraw the plea of guilty or reverse the 
verdict and enter a judgment of not guilty. For the class B felony offense, the court shall not 
allow the defendant to withdraw the plea of guilty or reverse the verdict and enter a judgment of 
not guilty. The judge, however, has discretion to take into consideration successful completion of 
a drug or alcohol treatment program in determining the defendant's sentence. 
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 566.223 (2011). Victim rights and protection —defense—
identification of victims of trafficking, procedures, services — victim of 
trafficking, civil action — attorney general, civil action 
1. Any individual who is alleging that a violation of sections 566.200 to 566.221 has occurred 
against his or her person shall be afforded the rights and protections provided in the federal 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, Public Law 106-386, as amended. 
 
2. It is an affirmative defense for the offense of prostitution under section 567.020 that the 
defendant engaged in the conduct charged to constitute an offense because he or she was coerced 
to do so by the use of, or threatened use of, unlawful physical force upon himself or herself or a 
third person, which force or threatened force a person of reasonable firmness in his or her 
situation would have been unable to resist. 
 
3. The department of public safety is authorized to establish procedures for identifying victims of 
trafficking under sections 566.200 to 566.223. The department may establish training programs 
as well as standard protocols for appropriate agencies to educate officials and employees on state 
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statutes and federal laws regulating human trafficking and with the identification and assistance 
of victims of human trafficking. Such agencies may include but not be limited to state employees 
and contractors, including the children's division of the department of social services, juvenile 
courts, state law enforcement agencies, health care professionals, and runaway and homeless 
youth shelter administrators. 
 
4. As soon as possible after a first encounter with a person who reasonably appears to a law 
enforcement agency to be a victim of trafficking as defined in section 566.200, that agency or 
office shall notify the department of social services and, where applicable, juvenile justice 
authorities that the person may be a victim of trafficking, in order that such agencies may 
determine whether the person may be eligible for state or federal services, programs, or 
assistance. 
 
5. The department of social services may coordinate with relevant state, federal, and local 
agencies to evaluate appropriate services for victims of trafficking. State agencies may 
implement programs and enter into contracts with nonprofit agencies, domestic and sexual 
violence shelters, and other nongovernment organizations to provide services to confirmed 
victims of trafficking, insofar as funds are available for that purpose. Such services may include, 
but are not limited to, case management, emergency temporary housing, health care, mental 
health counseling, alcohol and drug addiction screening and treatment, language interpretation 
and translation services, English language instruction, job training, and placement assistance. 
 
6. A victim of trafficking may bring a civil action against a person or persons who plead guilty to 
or are found guilty of a violation of section 566.203, 566.206, 566.209, 566.212, or 566.213, to 
recover the actual damages sustained by the victim, court costs, including reasonable attorney's 
fees, and punitive damages, when determined to be appropriate by the court. Any action 
commenced under this section shall be filed within ten years after the later of: 
 
(1) The final order in the related criminal case; 
 
(2) The victim's emancipation from the defendant; or 
 
(3) The victim's eighteenth birthday. 
 
7. The attorney general may bring a civil action, in the circuit court in which the victim of 
trafficking was found, to recover from any person or entity that benefits, financially or by 
receiving anything of value, from violations of section 566.203, 566.206, 566.209, 566.212, or 
566.213, a civil penalty of not more than fifty thousand dollars for each violation of section 
566.203, 566.206, 566.209, 566.212, or 566.213, and injunctive and other equitable relief as the 
court may, in its discretion, order. The first priority of any money or property collected under 
such an action shall be to pay restitution to the victims of trafficking on whose behalf the civil 
action was brought. 
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 567.010 (2011). Chapter definitions  
As used in this chapter, the following terms mean: 
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(1) “Promoting prostitution”, a person promotes prostitution if, acting other than as a prostitute 
or a patron of a prostitute, he knowingly 
 
(a) Causes or aids a person to commit or engage in prostitution; or 
 
(b) Procures or solicits patrons for prostitution; or 
 
(c) Provides persons or premises for prostitution purposes; or 
 
(d) Operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise; or 
 
(e) Accepts or receives or agrees to accept or receive something of value pursuant to an 
agreement or understanding with any person whereby he participates or is to participate in 
proceeds of prostitution activity; or 
 
(f) Engages in any conduct designed to institute, aid or facilitate an act or enterprise of 
prostitution; 
 
(2) “Prostitution”, a person commits prostitution if he engages or offers or agrees to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for something of value to be received by the person 
or by a third person; 
 
(3) “Patronizing prostitution”, a person patronizes prostitution if 
 
(a) Pursuant to a prior understanding, he gives something of value to another person as 
compensation for that person or a third person having engaged in sexual conduct with him or 
with another; or 
 
(b) He gives or agrees to give something of value to another person on an understanding that in 
return therefor that person or a third person will engage in sexual conduct with him or with 
another; or 
 
(c) He solicits or requests another person to engage in sexual conduct with him or with another, 
or to secure a third person to engage in sexual conduct with him or with another, in return for 
something of value; 
 
(4) “Sexual conduct” occurs when there is 
 
(a) “Sexual intercourse” which means any penetration, however slight, of the female sex organ 
by the male sex organ, whether or not an emission results; or 
 
(b) “Deviate sexual intercourse” which means any sexual act involving the genitals of one 
person and the mouth, hand, tongue or anus of another person; or 
 
(c) “Sexual contact” which means any touching, manual or otherwise, of the anus or genitals of 
one person by another, done for the purpose of arousing or gratifying sexual desire of either 
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party; 
 
(5) “Something of value” means any money or property, or any token, object or article 
exchangeable for money or property; 
 
(6) “Prostitution-related offense”, any violation of state law for prostitution, patronizing 
prostitution or promoting prostitution; 
 
(7) “Persistent prostitution offender”, a person is a persistent prostitution offender if they have 
pled guilty to or been found guilty of two or more prostitution-related offenses. 
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 567.050 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first degree.  
1. A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the first degree if he knowingly 
 
(1) Promotes prostitution by compelling a person to enter into, engage in, or remain in 
prostitution; or 
 
(2) Promotes prostitution of a person less than sixteen years old. 
 
2. The term “compelling” includes  
 
(1) The use of forcible compulsion; 
 
(2) The use of a drug or intoxicating substance to render a person incapable of controlling his 
conduct or appreciating its nature; 
 
(3) Withholding or threatening to withhold dangerous drugs or a narcotic from a drug dependent 
person. 
 
3. Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class B felony. 
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 567.060 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the second degree  
1. A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the second degree if he knowingly 
promotes prostitution by managing, supervising, controlling or owning, either alone or in 
association with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business or enterprise involving 
prostitution activity by two or more prostitutes. 
 
2. Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class C felony. 
 
 
 
MO. REV. STAT. § 567.070 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the third degree  
1. A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the third degree if he knowingly 
promotes prostitution. 
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2. Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a class D felony.  
 
 
MONTANA  
 
MONT. CODE ANN. § 45-5-601 (2011).  Prostitution 
 (1) A person commits the offense of prostitution if the person engages in or agrees or offers to 
engage in sexual intercourse with another person for compensation, whether the compensation is 
received or to be received or paid or to be paid.  
 
(2)(a) A prostitute convicted of prostitution shall be fined an amount not to exceed $500 or be 
imprisoned in the county jail for a term not to exceed 6 months, or both.  
 
(b) Except as provided in subsection (3), a prostitute's client who is convicted of prostitution 
shall for the first offense be fined an amount not to exceed $1,000 or be imprisoned for a term 
not to exceed 1 year, or both, and for a second or subsequent offense shall be fined an amount 
not to exceed $10,000 or be imprisoned for a term not to exceed 5 years, or both.  
 
(3)(a) If the prostitute was 12 years of age or younger and the prostitute's client was 18 years of 
age or older at the time of the offense, the offender:  
 
(i) shall be punished by imprisonment in a state prison for a term of 100 years. The court may not 
suspend execution or defer imposition of the first 25 years of a sentence of imprisonment 
imposed under this subsection (3)(a)(i) except as provided in 46-18-222, and during the first 25 
years of imprisonment, the offender is not eligible for parole.  
 
(ii) may be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000; and  
 
(iii) shall be ordered to enroll in and successfully complete the educational phase and the 
cognitive and behavioral phase of a sexual offender treatment program provided or approved by 
the department of corrections.  
 
(b) If the offender is released after the mandatory minimum period of imprisonment, the offender 
is subject to supervision by the department of corrections for the remainder of the offender's life 
and shall participate in the program for continuous, satellite-based monitoring provided for in 46-
23-1010.  
 
 
 
 
MONT. CODE ANN. § 45-5-511 (2011). Provisions generally applicable to sexual 
crimes.  
 (1) When criminality depends on the victim being less than 16 years old, it is a defense for the 
offender to prove that the offender reasonably believed the child to be above that age. The belief 
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may not be considered reasonable if the child is less than 14 years old.  
 
(2) Evidence concerning the sexual conduct of the victim is inadmissible in prosecutions under 
this part except evidence of the victim's past sexual conduct with the offender or evidence of 
specific instances of the victim's sexual activity to show the origin of semen, pregnancy, or 
disease that is at issue in the prosecution.  
 
(3) If the defendant proposes for any purpose to offer evidence described in subsection (2), the 
trial judge shall order a hearing out of the presence of the jury to determine whether the proposed 
evidence is admissible under subsection (2).  
 
(4) Evidence of failure to make a timely complaint or immediate outcry does not raise any 
presumption as to the credibility of the victim.  
 
(5) Resistance by the victim is not required to show lack of consent. Force, fear, or threat is 
sufficient alone to show lack of consent.  
 
MONT. CODE ANN. § 45-5-602 (2010). Promoting prostitution.  
 (1) A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution if the person purposely or 
knowingly commits any of the following acts:  
 
(a) owns, controls, manages, supervises, resides in, or otherwise keeps, alone or in association 
with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business;  
 
(b) procures an individual for a house of prostitution or a place in a house of prostitution for an 
individual;  
 
(c) encourages, induces, or otherwise purposely causes another to become or remain a prostitute;  
 
(d) solicits clients for another person who is a prostitute;  
 
(e) procures a prostitute for a patron;  
 
(f) transports an individual into or within this state with the purpose to promote that individual's 
engaging in prostitution or procures or pays for transportation with that purpose;  
 
(g) leases or otherwise permits a place controlled by the offender, alone or in association with 
others, to be regularly used for prostitution or for the procurement of prostitution or fails to make 
reasonable effort to abate that use by ejecting the tenant, notifying law enforcement authorities, 
or using other legally available means; or  
 
(h) lives in whole or in part upon the earnings of an individual engaging in prostitution, unless 
the person is the prostitute's minor child or other legal dependent incapable of self-support.  
 
(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), a person convicted of promoting prostitution shall be 
fined an amount not to exceed $50,000 or be imprisoned in a state prison for a term not to exceed 
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10 years, or both.  
 
(3)(a) If the prostitute was 12 years of age or younger and the prostitute's client was 18 years of 
age or older at the time of the offense, the offender:  
 
(i) shall be punished by imprisonment in a state prison for a term of 100 years. The court may not 
suspend execution or defer imposition of the first 25 years of a sentence of imprisonment 
imposed under this subsection (3)(a)(i) except as provided in 46-18-222, and during the first 25 
years of imprisonment, the offender is not eligible for parole.  
 
(ii) may be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000; and  
 
(iii) shall be ordered to enroll in and successfully complete the educational phase and the 
cognitive and behavioral phase of a sexual offender treatment program provided or approved by 
the department of corrections.  
 
(b) If the offender is released after the mandatory minimum period of imprisonment, the offender 
is subject to supervision by the department of corrections for the remainder of the offender's life 
and shall participate in the program for continuous, satellite-based monitoring provided for in 46-
23-1010.  
 
 
Mont. Code Ann. § 45-5-603 (2011). Aggravated promotion of prostitution.  
(1) A person commits the offense of aggravated promotion of prostitution if the person purposely 
or knowingly commits any of the following acts:  
 
(a) compels another to engage in or promote prostitution;  
 
(b) promotes prostitution of a child under the age of 18 years, whether or not the person is aware 
of the child's age;  
 
(c) promotes the prostitution of one's spouse, child, ward, or any person for whose care, 
protection, or support the person is responsible.  
 
(2)(a) Except as provided in subsections (2)(b) and (2)(c), a person convicted of aggravated 
promotion of prostitution shall be punished by:  
 
(i) life imprisonment; or  
 
(ii) imprisonment in a state prison for a term not to exceed 20 years or a fine in an amount not to 
exceed $50,000, or both.  
 
(b) Except as provided in 46-18-219 and 46-18-222, a person convicted of aggravated promotion 
of prostitution of a child, who at the time of the offense is under 18 years of age, shall be 
punished by:  
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(i) life imprisonment; or  
 
(ii) imprisonment in a state prison for a term of not less than 4 years or more than 100 years or a 
fine in an amount not to exceed $100,000, or both.  
 
(c)(i) If the prostitute was 12 years of age or younger and the prostitute's client was 18 years of 
age or older at the time of the offense, the offender:  
 
(A) shall be punished by imprisonment in a state prison for a term of 100 years. The court may 
not suspend execution or defer imposition of the first 25 years of a sentence of imprisonment 
imposed under this subsection (2)(c)(i)(A) except as provided in 46-18-222, and during the first 
25 years of imprisonment, the offender is not eligible for parole.  
 
(B) may be fined an amount not to exceed $50,000; and  
 
(C) shall be ordered to enroll in and successfully complete the educational phase and the 
cognitive and behavioral phase of a sexual offender treatment program provided or approved by 
the department of corrections.  
 
(ii) If the offender is released after the mandatory minimum period of imprisonment, the offender 
is subject to supervision by the department of corrections for the remainder of the offender's life 
and shall participate in the program for continuous, satellite-based monitoring provided for in 46-
23-1010.  
 
NEBRASKA  
 
 
NEB. REV. STAT. § 28-801 (2010). Prostitution; penalty  
(1) Any person who performs, offers, or agrees to perform any act of sexual contact or sexual 
penetration, as those terms are defined in section 28-318, with any person not his or her spouse, 
in exchange for money or other thing of value, commits prostitution. 
 
(2) Any person convicted of violating subsection (1) of this section shall be punished as follows: 
 
(a) If such person has had no prior convictions or has had one prior conviction, such person shall 
be guilty of a Class II misdemeanor. If the court places such person on probation, such order of 
probation shall include, as one of its conditions, that such person shall satisfactorily attend and 
complete an appropriate mental health and substance abuse assessment conducted by a licensed 
mental health professional or substance abuse professional authorized to complete such 
assessment; and  
 
(b) If such person has had two or more prior convictions, such person shall be guilty of a Class I 
misdemeanor. If the court places such person on probation, such order of probation shall include, 
as one of its conditions, that such person shall satisfactorily attend and complete an appropriate 
mental health and substance abuse assessment conducted by a licensed mental health 
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professional or substance abuse professional authorized to complete such assessment.  
 
For purposes of this subsection, prior conviction means any conviction on or after July 14, 2006, 
for violation of subsection (1) of this section or any conviction on or after July 14, 2006, for 
violation of a city or village ordinance relating to prostitution. 
 
NEB. REV. STAT. § 28-805 (2011). Debauching a minor; penalty.  
(1) Any person not a minor commits the offense of debauching a minor if he or she shall debauch 
or deprave the morals of any boy or girl under the age of seventeen years by: 
 
(a) Lewdly inducing such boy or girl carnally to know any other person; or  
 
(b) Soliciting any such boy or girl to visit a house of prostitution or other place where 
prostitution, debauchery, or other immoral practices are permitted or encouraged, for the purpose 
of prostitution or sexual penetration; or  
 
(c) Arranging or assisting in arranging any meeting for such purpose between any such boy or 
girl and any female or male of dissolute character or any inmate of any place where prostitution, 
debauchery, or other immoral practices are permitted or encouraged; or  
 
(d) Arranging or aiding or assisting in arranging any meeting between any such boy or girl and 
any other person for the purpose of sexual penetration.  
 
(2) Debauching a minor is a Class I misdemeanor. 
 
NEB. REV. STAT. § 28-707 (2011). Child abuse; privileges not available; 
penalties  
(1) A person commits child abuse if he or she knowingly, intentionally, or negligently causes or 
permits a minor child to be: 
 
(a) Placed in a situation that endangers his or her life or physical or mental health;  
 
(b) Cruelly confined or cruelly punished;  
 
(c) Deprived of necessary food, clothing, shelter, or care;  
 
(d) Placed in a situation to be sexually exploited by allowing, encouraging, or forcing such minor 
child to solicit for or engage in prostitution, debauchery, public indecency, or obscene or 
pornographic photography, films, or depictions; or  
 
(e) Placed in a situation to be sexually abused as defined in section 28-319, 28-319.01, or 28-
320.01.  
 
(2) The statutory privilege between patient and physician, between client and professional 
counselor, and between husband and wife shall not be available for excluding or refusing 
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testimony in any prosecution for a violation of this section. 
 
(3) Child abuse is a Class I misdemeanor if the offense is committed negligently. 
 
(4) Child abuse is a Class IIIA felony if the offense is committed knowingly and intentionally 
and does not result in serious bodily injury as defined in section 28-109. 
 
(5) Child abuse is a Class II felony if the offense is committed knowingly and intentionally and 
results in serious bodily injury as defined in such section. 
 
(6) Child abuse is a Class IB felony if the offense is committed knowingly and intentionally and 
results in the death of such child. 
 
NEVADA  
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.354 (2011).  Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for 
prostitution:  Penalty; exception 
1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in prostitution or solicitation therefor, except in a 
licensed house of prostitution. 
 
2. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who violates subsection 1 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
3. A person who violates subsection 1 by soliciting a child for prostitution is guilty of a category 
E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 
 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 207.030 (2011).  Prohibited acts; penalty 
1. It is unlawful to: 
 
(a) Offer or agree to engage in or engage in lewd or dissolute conduct in any public place or in 
any place open to the public or exposed to public view; 
 
(b) Offer or agree to engage in, engage in or aid and abet any act of prostitution; 
 
(c) Be a pimp, panderer or procurer or live in or about houses of prostitution; 
 
(d) Seek admission to a house upon frivolous pretexts for no other apparent motive than to see 
who may be therein, or to gain an insight of the premises; 
 
(e) Keep a place where lost or stolen property is concealed; 
 
(f) Loiter in or about any toilet open to the public for the purpose of engaging in or soliciting any 
lewd or lascivious or any unlawful act; 
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(g) Lodge in any building, structure or place, whether public or private, without the permission 
of the owner or person entitled to the possession or in control thereof. 
 
2. A person who violates a provision of subsection 1 shall be punished: 
 
(a) For the first violation of paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection 1 and for each subsequent 
violation of the same paragraph occurring more than 3 years after the first violation, for a 
misdemeanor. 
 
(b) For the second violation of paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection 1 within 3 years after the 
first violation of the same paragraph, by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days 
nor more than 6 months and by a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000. 
 
(c) For the third or subsequent violation of paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of subsection 1 within 3 years 
after the first violation of the same paragraph, by imprisonment in the county jail for 6 months 
and by a fine of not less than $250 nor more than $1,000. 
 
(d) For a violation of any provision of paragraphs (d) to (g), inclusive, of subsection 1, for a 
misdemeanor. 
 
3. The terms of imprisonment prescribed by subsection 2 must be imposed to run consecutively. 
 
4. A local government may enact an ordinance which regulates the time, place or manner in 
which a person or group of persons may beg or solicit alms in a public place or place open to the 
public. 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.354 (2011). Engaging in prostitution or solicitation for 
prostitution:  Penalty; exception 
1. It is unlawful for any person to engage in prostitution or solicitation therefor, except in a 
licensed house of prostitution. 
 
2. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, a person who violates subsection 1 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
 
3. A person who violates subsection 1 by soliciting a child for prostitution is guilty of a category 
E felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 
 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.300 (2011). Pandering: Definition; penalties; exception.  
1. A person who: 
 
(a) Induces, persuades, encourages, inveigles, entices or compels a person to become a prostitute 
or to continue to engage in prostitution; 
 
(b) By threats, violence or by any device or scheme, causes, induces, persuades, encourages, 
takes, places, harbors, inveigles or entices a person to become an inmate of a house of 
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prostitution or assignation place, or any place where prostitution is practiced, encouraged or 
allowed; 
 
(c) By threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, by fraud or artifice, or by duress of person 
or goods, or by abuse of any position of confidence or authority, or having legal charge, takes, 
places, harbors, inveigles, entices, persuades, encourages or procures a person to enter any place 
within this state in which prostitution is practiced, encouraged or allowed, for the purpose of 
prostitution; 
 
(d) By promises, threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, by fraud or artifice, by duress of 
person or goods, or abuse of any position of confidence or authority or having legal charge, 
takes, places, harbors, inveigles, entices, persuades, encourages or procures a person of previous 
chaste character to enter any place within this state in which prostitution is practiced, encouraged 
or allowed, for the purpose of sexual intercourse; 
 
(e) Takes or detains a person with the intent to compel the person by force, threats, menace or 
duress to marry him or her or any other person; or 
 
(f) Receives, gives or agrees to receive or give any money or thing of value for procuring or 
attempting to procure a person to become a prostitute or to come into this state or leave this state 
for the purpose of prostitution,  
 
is guilty of pandering. 
 
2. A person who is found guilty of pandering: 
 
(a) An adult: 
 
(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(b) A child: 
 
(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 20 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $20,000.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $10,000.  
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3. This section does not apply to the customer of a prostitute. 
 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.330 (2011). Pandering: Detaining person in brothel 
because of debt; penalties.  
1. A person who attempts to detain another person in a disorderly house or house of prostitution 
because of any debt or debts the other person has contracted or is said to have contracted while 
living in the house is guilty of pandering. 
 
2. A person who is found guilty of pandering: 
 
(a) An adult: 
 
(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(b) A child: 
 
(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 20 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $20,000.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $10,000.  
 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.340 (2011). Pandering: Furnishing transportation; 
penalties.  
1. A person who knowingly transports or causes to be transported, by any means of conveyance, 
into, through or across this state, or who aids or assists in obtaining such transportation for a 
person with the intent to induce, persuade, encourage, inveigle, entice or compel that person to 
become a prostitute or to continue to engage in prostitution is guilty of pandering. 
 
2. A person who is found guilty of pandering: 
 
(a) An adult: 
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(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category C felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the adult, is guilty of a 
category D felony and shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130.  
 
(b) A child: 
 
(1) If physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 2 years and a maximum term of not more than 20 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $20,000.  
 
(2) If no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used upon the child, is guilty of a 
category B felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for a minimum term 
of not less than 1 year and a maximum term of not more than 10 years and may be further 
punished by a fine of not more than $10,000.  
 
3. A person who violates subsection 1 may be prosecuted, indicted, tried and convicted in any 
county or city in or through which he or she transports or attempts to transport the person. 
 
NEV. REV. STAT. § 201.360 (2011). Placing person in house of prostitution; 
penalties.  
 
1. A person who: 
 
(a) Places another in the charge or custody of a third person with the intent that the other person 
engage in prostitution or who compels the other person to reside with him or her or with any 
third person for purposes of prostitution, or who compels another person to reside in a house of 
prostitution; 
 
(b) Asks or receives any compensation, gratuity or reward, or promise thereof, for or on account 
of placing in a house of prostitution or elsewhere a person for the purpose of causing that person 
to cohabit with someone who is not the person's spouse; 
 
(c) Gives, offers or promises any compensation, gratuity or reward, to procure a person to engage 
in any act of prostitution in any house of prostitution, or elsewhere, against the person's will; 
 
(d) Is the spouse, parent, guardian or other legal custodian of a person under the age of 18 and 
permits, connives at or consents to the minor's being or remaining in any house of prostitution; 
 
(e) Lives with or accepts any earnings of a common prostitute, or entices or solicits a person to 
go to a house of prostitution to engage in sexual conduct with a common prostitute; 
 
(f) Decoys, entices, procures or in any manner induces a person to become a prostitute or to 
become an inmate of a house of prostitution, for purposes of prostitution, or for purposes of 
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employment, or for any purpose whatever, when that person does not know that the house is one 
of prostitution; or 
 
(g) Decoys, entices, procures or in any manner induces a person, under the age of 21 years, to go 
into or visit, upon any pretext or for any purpose whatever, any house of ill fame or prostitution, 
or any room or place inhabited or frequented by any prostitute, or used for purposes of 
prostitution,  
 
is guilty of a felony. 
 
2. A person who violates the provisions of subsection 1 shall be punished: 
 
(a) Where physical force or the immediate threat of physical force is used upon the other person, 
for a category C felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 
 
(b) Where no physical force or immediate threat of physical force is used, for a category D 
felony as provided in NRS 193.130. 
 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE  
 
N.H. REV. STAT. ANN. § 645:2 (2011). Prostitution and Related Offenses.  
I. A person is guilty of a misdemeanor if the person: 
 
(a) Solicits, agrees to perform, or engages in sexual contact as defined in RSA 632-A:1, IV or 
sexual penetration as defined in RSA 632-A:1, V, in return for consideration; or  
 
(b) Induces or otherwise purposely causes another to violate subparagraph (a); or  
 
(c) Transports another into or within this state with the purpose of promoting or facilitating such 
other in engaging in conduct in violation of subparagraph (a); or  
 
(d) Not being a legal dependent incapable of self support, knowingly is supported in whole or in 
part by the proceeds of violation of subparagraph (a); or  
 
(e) Knowingly permits a place under such person's control to be used for violation of 
subparagraph (a); or  
 
(f) Pays, agrees to pay, or offers to pay another person to engage in sexual contact as defined in 
RSA 632-A:1, IV or sexual penetration as defined in RSA 632-A:1, V, with the payor or with 
another person.  
 
II. A person is guilty of a class B felony if such person violates the provisions of subparagraphs 
(b), (c), (d), or (e) of paragraph I and the violation: 
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(a) Involves another person who is under the age of 18; or  
 
(b) Involved compelling another person by force or intimidation.  
 
III. A person is guilty under this section regardless of the sex of the persons involved. 
 
IV. It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under subparagraph I(a) that the defendant 
engaged in the conduct because he or she was the victim of trafficking in persons, as defined in 
RSA 633:7. 
 
NEW JERSEY  
 
N.J. STAT. § 2C:34-1 (2011). Prostitution and Related Offenses.  
a. As used in this section: 
 
(1) “Prostitution” is sexual activity with another person in exchange for something of economic 
value, or the offer or acceptance of an offer to engage in sexual activity in exchange for 
something of economic value. 
 
(2) “Sexual activity” includes, but is not limited to, sexual intercourse, including genital-genital, 
oral-genital, anal-genital, and oral-anal contact, whether between persons of the same or opposite 
sex; masturbation; touching of the genitals, buttocks, or female breasts; sadistic or masochistic 
abuse and other deviate sexual relations. 
 
(3) “House of prostitution” is any place where prostitution or promotion of prostitution is 
regularly carried on by one person under the control, management or supervision of another. 
 
(4) “Promoting prostitution” is: 
 
(a) Owning, controlling, managing, supervising or otherwise keeping, alone or in association 
with another, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business; 
 
(b) Procuring an inmate for a house of prostitution or place in a house of prostitution for one who 
would be an inmate; 
 
(c) Encouraging, inducing, or otherwise purposely causing another to become or remain a 
prostitute; 
 
(d) Soliciting a person to patronize a prostitute; 
 
(e) Procuring a prostitute for a patron; 
 
(f) Transporting a person into or within this State with purpose to promote that person's engaging 
in prostitution, or procuring or paying for transportation with that purpose; or 
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(g) Knowingly leasing or otherwise permitting a place controlled by the actor, alone or in 
association with others, to be regularly used for prostitution or promotion of prostitution, or 
failure to make a reasonable effort to abate such use by ejecting the tenant, notifying law 
enforcement authorities, or other legally available means. 
 
b. A person commits an offense if: 
 
(1) The actor engages in prostitution; 
 
(2) The actor promotes prostitution; 
 
(3) The actor knowingly promotes prostitution of a child under 18 whether or not the actor 
mistakenly believed that the child was 18 years of age or older, even if such mistaken belief was 
reasonable; 
 
(4) The actor knowingly promotes prostitution of the actor's child, ward, or any other person for 
whose care the actor is responsible; 
 
(5) The actor compels another to engage in or promote prostitution; 
 
(6) The actor promotes prostitution of the actor's spouse; or 
 
(7) The actor knowingly engages in prostitution with a person under the age of 18, or if the actor 
enters into or remains in a house of prostitution for the purpose of engaging in sexual activity 
with a child under the age of 18, or if the actor solicits or requests a child under the age of 18 to 
engage in sexual activity. It shall be no defense to a prosecution under this paragraph that the 
actor mistakenly believed that the child was 18 years of age or older, even if such mistaken belief 
was reasonable. 
 
c. Grading of offenses under subsection b. 
 
(1) An offense under subsection b. constitutes a crime of the second degree if the offense falls 
within paragraph (3) or (4) of that subsection. 
 
(2) An offense under subsection b. constitutes a crime of the third degree if the offense falls 
within paragraph (5), (6) or (7) of that subsection. 
 
(3) An offense under paragraph (2) of subsection b. constitutes a crime of the third degree if the 
conduct falls within subparagraph (a), (b), or (c) of paragraph (4) of subsection a. Otherwise the 
offense is a crime of the fourth degree. 
 
(4) An offense under subsection b. constitutes a disorderly persons offense if the offense falls 
within paragraph (1) of that subsection except that a second or subsequent conviction for such an 
offense constitutes a crime of the fourth degree. In addition, where a motor vehicle was used in 
the commission of any offense under paragraph (1) of subsection b. the court shall suspend for 
six months the driving privilege of any such offender who has a valid driver's license issued by 
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this State. Upon conviction, the court shall immediately collect the offender's driver's license and 
shall forward it, along with a report stating the first and last day of the suspension imposed 
pursuant to this paragraph, to the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission. 
 
d. Presumption from living off prostitutes. A person, other than the prostitute or the prostitute's 
minor child or other legal dependent incapable of self-support, who is supported in whole or 
substantial part by the proceeds of prostitution is presumed to be knowingly promoting 
prostitution. 
 
e. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution for a violation of this section that, during the time of 
the alleged commission of the offense, the defendant was a victim of human trafficking pursuant 
to section 1 of P.L.2005, c. 77 (C.2C:13-8). 
 
N.J. STAT. § 2C: 34-1.1 (2011).  Loitering for the purpose of engaging in 
prostitution 
a. As used in this section, “public place” means any place to which the public has access, 
including but not limited to any public street, sidewalk, bridge, alley, plaza, park, boardwalk, 
driveway, parking lot or transportation facility, public library or the doorways and entrance ways 
to any building which fronts on any of the aforesaid places, or a motor vehicle in or on any such 
place. 
 
b. A person commits a disorderly persons offense if he: 
 
(1) wanders, remains or prowls in a public place with the purpose of engaging in prostitution or 
promoting prostitution as defined in N.J.S. 2C:34-1; and 
 
(2) engages in conduct that, under the circumstances, manifests a purpose to engage in 
prostitution or promoting prostitution as defined in N.J.S. 2C:34-1. 
 
c. Conduct that may, where warranted under the circumstances, be deemed adequate to manifest 
a purpose to engage in prostitution or promoting prostitution includes, but is not limited to, 
conduct such as the following: 
 
(1) Repeatedly beckoning to or stopping pedestrians or motorists in a public place; 
 
(2) Repeatedly attempting to stop, or repeatedly attempting to engage passers-by in conversation; 
 
(3) Repeatedly stopping or attempting to stop motor vehicles. 
 
d. The element described in paragraph (1) of subsection b. of this section may not be established 
solely by proof that the actor engaged in the conduct that is used to satisfy the element described 
in paragraph (2) of subsection b. of this section. 
 
N.J. STAT. § 2A:4A-71 (2011).  Review and processing of complaints by intake 
services; determining factors for diversion recommendation 
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a. The jurisdiction of the court in any complaint filed pursuant to section 11 of P.L.1982, c. 77 
(C.2A:4A-30) shall extend to the juvenile who is the subject of the complaint and his parents or 
guardian. 
 
b. Every complaint shall be reviewed by court intake services for recommendation as to whether 
the complaint should be dismissed, diverted, or referred for court action. Where the complaint 
alleges a crime which, if committed by an adult, would be a crime of the first, second, third or 
fourth degree, or alleges a repetitive disorderly persons offense or any disorderly persons offense 
defined in chapter 35 or chapter 36 of Title 2C, the complaint shall be referred for court action, 
unless the prosecutor otherwise consents to diversion. Court intake services shall consider the 
following factors in determining whether to recommend diversion: 
 
(1) The seriousness of the alleged offense or conduct and the circumstances in which it occurred; 
 
(2) The age and maturity of the juvenile; 
 
(3) The risk that the juvenile presents as a substantial danger to others; 
 
(4) The family circumstances, including any history of drugs, alcohol abuse or child abuse on the 
part of the juvenile, his parents or guardian; 
 
(5) The nature and number of contacts with court intake services and the court that the juvenile 
or his family have had; 
 
(6) The outcome of those contacts, including the services to which the juvenile or family have 
been referred and the results of those referrals; 
 
(7) The availability of appropriate services outside referral to the court; 
 
(8) Any recommendations expressed by the victim or complainant, or arresting officer, as to how 
the case should be resolved;  
 
(9) Any recommendation expressed by the county prosecutor; 
 
(10) The amenability of the juvenile to participation in a remedial education or counseling 
program that satisfies the requirements of subsection b. of section 2 of P.L.2011, c. 128 
(C.2A:4A-71.1) if the offense alleged is an eligible offense as defined in subsection c. of section 
2 of P. L.2011, c. 128 (C.2A:4A-71.1); and 
 
(11) Any information relevant to the offense in any case where the juvenile is charged with an 
act which if committed by an adult would constitute prostitution in violation of N.J.S.2C:34-1 or 
any offense which the juvenile alleges is related to the juvenile being a victim of human 
trafficking. 
 
 
NEW MEXICO  
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N.M. STAT. ANN. § 30-9-2 (2011).  Prostitution 
Prostitution consists of knowingly engaging in or offering to engage in a sexual act for hire. 
As used in this section “sexual act” means sexual intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, masturbation 
of another, anal intercourse or the causing of penetration to any extent and with any object of the 
genital or anal opening of another, whether or not there is any emission. 
Whoever commits prostitution is guilty of a petty misdemeanor, unless such crime is a second or 
subsequent conviction, in which case such person is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
 
N.M. STAT. ANN. § 30-6A-4 (2011). Sexual exploitation of children by 
prostitution.  
 
A. Any person knowingly receiving any pecuniary profit as a result of a child under the age of 
sixteen engaging in a prohibited sexual act with another is guilty of a second degree felony, 
unless the child is under the age of thirteen, in which event the person is guilty of a first degree 
felony. 
 
B. Any person hiring or offering to hire a child over the age of thirteen and under the age of 
sixteen to engage in any prohibited sexual act is guilty of a second degree felony. 
 
C. Any parent, legal guardian or person having custody or control of a child under sixteen years 
of age who knowingly permits that child to engage in or to assist any other person to engage in 
any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act for the purpose of producing any visual or 
print medium depicting such an act is guilty of a third degree felony. 
 
N.M. STAT. ANN. § 30-6A-3 (2011).  Sexual exploitation of children 
A. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally possess any obscene visual or print medium 
depicting any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if that person knows or has 
reason to know that the obscene medium depicts any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such 
act and if that person knows or has reason to know that one or more of the participants in that act 
is a child under eighteen years of age. A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is 
guilty of a fourth degree felony. 
 
B. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally distribute any obscene visual or print medium 
depicting any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if that person knows or has 
reason to know that the obscene medium depicts any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such 
act and if that person knows or has reason to know that one or more of the participants in that act 
is a child under eighteen years of age. A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is 
guilty of a third degree felony. 
 
C. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally cause or permit a child under eighteen years of age 
to engage in any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if that person knows, has 
reason to know or intends that the act may be recorded in any obscene visual or print medium or 
performed publicly. A person who violates the provisions of this subsection is guilty of a third 
degree felony, unless the child is under the age of thirteen, in which event the person is guilty of 
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a second degree felony. 
 
D. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally manufacture any obscene visual or print medium 
depicting any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if one or more of the participants 
in that act is a child under eighteen years of age. A person who violates the provisions of this 
subsection is guilty of a second degree felony. 
 
E. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally manufacture any obscene visual or print medium 
depicting any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if that person knows or has 
reason to know that the obscene medium depicts a prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an 
act and if that person knows or has reason to know that a real child under eighteen years of age, 
who is not a participant, is depicted as a participant in that act. A person who violates the 
provisions of this subsection is guilty of a fourth degree felony. 
 
F. It is unlawful for a person to intentionally distribute any obscene visual or print medium 
depicting any prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an act if that person knows or has 
reason to know that the obscene medium depicts a prohibited sexual act or simulation of such an 
act and if that person knows or has reason to know that a real child under eighteen years of age, 
who is not a participant, is depicted as a participant in that act. A person who violates the 
provisions of this subsection is guilty of a third degree felony. 
 
G. The penalties provided for in this section shall be in addition to those set out in Section 30-9-
11 NMSA 1978. 
 
 
N.M. STAT. ANN. § 30-9-1 (2011).  Enticement of child  
Enticement of child consists of: 
 
A. enticing, persuading or attempting to persuade a child under the age of sixteen years to enter 
any vehicle, building, room or secluded place with intent to commit an act which would 
constitute a crime under Article 9 of the Criminal Code; or  
 
B. having possession of a child under the age of sixteen years in any vehicle, building, room or 
secluded place with intent to commit an act which would constitute a crime under Article 9 of 
the Criminal Code.  
Whoever commits enticement of child is guilty of a misdemeanor.  
 
 
 
NEW YORK  
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.00 (2011). Prostitution   
A person is guilty of prostitution when such person engages or agrees or offers to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for a fee. 
Prostitution is a class B Misdemeanor 
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N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.15 (2011). Promoting prostitution; definitions of terms  
The following definitions are applicable to this article: 
 
1. “Advance prostitution.” A person “advances prostitution” when, acting other than as a 
prostitute or as a patron thereof, he knowingly causes or aids a person to commit or engage in 
prostitution, procures or solicits patrons for prostitution, provides persons or premises for 
prostitution purposes, operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a 
prostitution enterprise, or engages in any other conduct designed to institute, aid or facilitate an 
act or enterprise of prostitution. 
 
2. “Profit from prostitution.” A person “profits from prostitution” when, acting other than as a 
prostitute receiving compensation for personally rendered prostitution services, he accepts or 
receives money or other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any person 
whereby he participates or is to participate in the proceeds of prostitution activity. 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.25 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the third degree.  
A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the third degree when he knowingly: 
 
1. Advances or profits from prostitution by managing, supervising, controlling or owning, either 
alone or in association with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business or enterprise 
involving prostitution activity by two or more prostitutes, or a business that sells travel-related 
services knowing that such services include or are intended to facilitate travel for the purpose of 
patronizing a prostitute, including to a foreign jurisdiction and regardless of the legality of 
prostitution in said foreign jurisdiction; or 
 
2. Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than nineteen years old. 
 
Promoting prostitution in the third degree is a class D felony. 
 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.30 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the second degree.  
A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the second degree when he knowingly: 
 
1. Advances prostitution by compelling a person by force or intimidation to engage in 
prostitution, or profits from such coercive conduct by another; or 
 
2. Advances or profits from prostitution of a person less than sixteen years old. 
 
Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class C felony. 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.32 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first degree.  
A person is guilty of promoting prostitution in the first degree when he knowingly advances or 
profits from prostitution of a person less than eleven years old. 
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Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class B felony. 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.33 (2011). Compelling prostitution  
A person is guilty of compelling prostitution when, being twenty-one years of age or older, he or 
she knowingly advances prostitution by compelling a person less than sixteen years old, by force 
or intimidation, to engage in prostitution. 
Compelling prostitution is a class B felony. 
 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.35 (2011). Promoting prostitution; accomplice.  
In a prosecution for promoting prostitution or compelling prostitution, a person less than 
seventeen years of age from whose prostitution activity another person is alleged to have 
advanced or attempted to advance or profited or attempted to profit shall not be deemed to be an 
accomplice. 
 
N.Y. PENAL LAW § 230.36 (2011). Sex trafficking; accomplice  
In a prosecution for sex trafficking, a person from whose prostitution activity another person is 
alleged to have advanced or attempted to advance or profited or attempted to profit shall not be 
deemed to be an accomplice.  
 
 
 
N.Y.  Fam. Ct. Act § 311.4 (2011). Substitution of petition or finding 
 
1. At any time in the proceedings the court, upon motion of a respondent or its own motion, may, 
with the consent of the presentment agency and with the consent of the respondent, substitute a 
petition alleging that the respondent is in need of supervision for a petition alleging that the 
respondent is a juvenile delinquent. 
 
2. At the conclusion of the dispositional hearing the court, upon motion of the respondent or its 
own motion, may in its discretion and with the consent of the respondent, substitute a finding 
that the respondent is a person in need of supervision for a finding that the respondent is a 
juvenile delinquent. 
 
3. In any proceeding under this article based upon an arrest for an act of prostitution, there is a 
presumption that the respondent meets the criteria as a victim of a severe form of trafficking as 
defined in section 7105 of title 22 of the United States Code (Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000). Upon the motion of the respondent, without the consent of the presentment agency, a 
petition alleging that the respondent is in need of supervision shall be substituted for the 
delinquency petition. If, however, the respondent has been previously adjudicated as a juvenile 
delinquent under this article for an act which would be a crime pursuant to article two hundred 
thirty of the penal law, if the respondent was an adult, or expresses a current unwillingness to 
cooperate with specialized services for sexually exploited youth, continuing with the delinquency 
proceeding shall be within the court's discretion. The necessary findings of fact to support the 
continuation of the delinquency proceeding shall be reduced to writing and made part of the 
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court record. If, subsequent to issuance of a substitution order under this subdivision and prior to 
the conclusion of the fact finding hearing on the petition alleging that the respondent is a person 
in need of supervision, the respondent is not in substantial compliance with a lawful order of the 
court, the court may, in its discretion, substitute the original petition alleging that the respondent 
is a juvenile delinquent for the petition alleging that the respondent is in need of supervision. 
 
 
 
NORTH CAROLINA  
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. § 14-204 (2010). Prostitution and various acts abetting 
prostitution unlawful  
It shall be unlawful: 
 
(1) To keep, set up, maintain, or operate any place, structure, building or conveyance for the 
purpose of prostitution or assignation.  
 
(2) To occupy any place, structure, building, or conveyance for the purpose of prostitution or 
assignation; or for any person to permit any place, structure, building or conveyance owned by 
him or under his control to be used for the purpose of prostitution or assignation, with knowledge 
or reasonable cause to know that the same is, or is to be, used for such purpose.  
 
(3) To receive, or to offer or agree to receive any person into any place, structure, building, or 
conveyance for the purpose of prostitution or assignation, or to permit any person to remain there 
for such purpose.  
 
(4) To direct, take, or transport, or to offer or agree to take or transport, any person to any place, 
structure, or building or to any other person, with knowledge or reasonable cause to know that 
the purpose of such directing, taking, or transporting is prostitution or assignation.  
 
(5) To procure, or to solicit, or to offer to procure or solicit for the purpose of prostitution or 
assignation.  
 
(6) To reside in, enter, or remain in any place, structure, or building, or to enter or remain in any 
conveyance, for the purpose of prostitution or assignation.  
 
(7) To engage in prostitution or assignation, or to aid or abet prostitution or assignation by any 
means whatsoever.  
 
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. § 14-204.1 (2010).  Loitering for the purpose of engaging in 
prostitution offense 
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(a) For the purposes of this section, “public place” means any street, sidewalk, bridge, alley or 
alleyway, plaza, park, driveway, parking lot or transportation facility, or the doorways and 
entrance ways to any building which fronts on any of those places, or a motor vehicle in or on 
any of those places. 
 
(b) If a person remains or wanders about in a public place and 
 
(1) Repeatedly beckons to, stops, or attempts to stop passers-by, or repeatedly attempts to engage 
passers-by in conversation; or  
 
(2) Repeatedly stops or attempts to stop motor vehicles; or  
 
(3) Repeatedly interferes with the free passage of other persons  
 
for the purpose of violating any subdivision of G.S. 14-204 or 14-177, that person is guilty of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. § 14-190.18 (2010). Promoting prostitution of a minor  
 (a) Offense.--A person commits the offense of promoting prostitution of a minor if he 
knowingly: 
 
(1) Entices, forces, encourages, or otherwise facilitates a minor to participate in prostitution; or  
 
(2) Supervises, supports, advises, or protects the prostitution of or by a minor.  
 
(b) Mistake of Age.--Mistake of age is not a defense to a prosecution under this section. 
 
(c) Punishment and Sentencing.--Violation of this section is a Class C felony. 
 
 
N.C. GEN. STAT. § 14-190.19 (2010). Participating in prostitution of a minor.  
(a) Offense.--A person commits the offense of participating in the prostitution of a minor if he is 
not a minor and he patronizes a minor prostitute. As used in this section, “patronizing a minor 
prostitute” means: 
 
(1) Soliciting or requesting a minor to participate in prostitution;  
 
(2) Paying or agreeing to pay a minor, either directly or through the minor's agent, to participate 
in prostitution; or  
 
(3) Paying a minor, or the minor's agent, for having participated in prostitution, pursuant to a 
prior agreement.  
 
(b) Mistake of Age.--Mistake of age is not a defense to a prosecution under this section. 
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(c) Punishment and Sentencing.--Violation of this section is a Class F felony. 
 
 
NORTH DAKOTA  
 
N.D. CENT. CODE § 12.1-29-03 (2011).  Prostitution  
An individual is guilty of prostitution, a class B misdemeanor, if the individual: 
 
1. Is an inmate of a house of prostitution or is otherwise engaged in sexual activity as a business;  
 
2. Solicits another person with the intention of being hired to engage in sexual activity; or  
 
3. Agrees to engage in sexual activity with another for money or other items of pecuniary value.  
 
 
N.D. CENT. CODE § 12.1-29-05 (2011). Definitions.  
In this chapter: 
 
1. A “house of prostitution” is any place where prostitution is regularly carried on by a person 
under the control, management, or supervision of another.  
 
2. An “inmate” is a prostitute who acts as such in or through the agency of a house of 
prostitution.  
 
3. A “prostitute” is a person who engages in sexual activity for hire.  
 
4. A “prostitution business” is any business which derives funds from prostitution regularly 
carried on by a person under the control, management, or supervision of another.  
 
5. “Sexual activity” means sexual act or sexual contact as those terms are defined in section 12.1-
20-02.  
 
N.D. CENT. CODE § 12.1-29-02 (2010). Facilitating prostitution.  
1. A person is guilty of an offense if he:  
 
a. Knowingly solicits a person to patronize a prostitute;  
 
b. Knowingly procures a prostitute for a patron;  
 
c. Knowingly leases or otherwise permits a place controlled by the actor, alone or in association 
with others, to be regularly used for prostitution, promoting prostitution, or facilitating 
prostitution, or fails to make reasonable effort to abate such use by ejecting the tenant, notifying 
law enforcement authorities, or taking other legally available means; or  
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d. Knowingly induces or otherwise intentionally causes another to remain a prostitute. A person 
who is supported in whole or substantial part by the proceeds of prostitution, other than the 
prostitute or the prostitute's minor child or a person whom the prostitute is required by law to 
support, is presumed to be knowingly inducing or intentionally causing another to remain a 
prostitute.  
 
2. The offense is a class C felony if the actor intentionally causes another to remain a prostitute 
by force or threat, or the prostitute is the actor's spouse, child, or ward, or a person for whose 
care, protection, or support he is responsible, or the prostitute is, in fact, less than sixteen years 
old. Otherwise it is a class A misdemeanor.  
 
 
OHIO  
 
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2907.25 (2011).  Prostitution; prostitution after 
positive HIV test 
(A) No person shall engage in sexual activity for hire. 
 
(B) No person, with knowledge that the person has tested positive as a carrier of a virus that 
causes acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, shall engage in sexual activity for hire. 
 
(C)(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of prostitution, a misdemeanor of 
the third degree. 
 
(2) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of engaging in prostitution after a 
positive HIV test. If the offender commits the violation prior to July 1, 1996, engaging in 
prostitution after a positive HIV test is a felony of the second degree. If the offender commits the 
violation on or after July 1, 1996, engaging in prostitution after a positive HIV test is a felony of 
the third degree. 
 
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2907.241(2011).  Loitering to engage in solicitation; 
loitering to engage in solicitation after positive HIV test. 
(A) No person, with purpose to solicit another to engage in sexual activity for hire and while in 
or near a public place, shall do any of the following: 
 
(1) Beckon to, stop, or attempt to stop another; 
 
(2) Engage or attempt to engage another in conversation; 
 
(3) Stop or attempt to stop the operator of a vehicle or approach a stationary vehicle; 
 
(4) If the offender is the operator of or a passenger in a vehicle, stop, attempt to stop, beckon to, 
attempt to beckon to, or entice another to approach or enter the vehicle of which the offender is 
the operator or in which the offender is the passenger; 
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(5) Interfere with the free passage of another. 
 
(B) No person, with knowledge that the person has tested positive as a carrier of a virus that 
causes acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, shall engage in conduct in violation of division 
(A) of this section. 
 
(C) As used in this section: 
 
(1) “Vehicle” has the same meaning as in section 4501.01 of the Revised Code. 
 
(2) “Public place” means any of the following: 
 
(a) A street, road, highway, thoroughfare, bikeway, walkway, sidewalk, bridge, alley, alleyway, 
plaza, park, driveway, parking lot, or transportation facility; 
 
(b) A doorway or entrance way to a building that fronts on a place described in division (C)(2)(a) 
of this section; 
 
(c) A place not described in division (C)(2)(a) or (b) of this section that is open to the public. 
 
(D)(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of loitering to engage in 
solicitation, a misdemeanor of the third degree. 
 
(2) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of loitering to engage in solicitation 
after a positive HIV test. If the offender commits the violation prior to July 1, 1996, loitering to 
engage in solicitation after a positive HIV test is a felony of the fourth degree. If the offender 
commits the violation on or after July 1, 1996, loitering to engage in solicitation after a positive 
HIV test is a felony of the fifth degree. 
 
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2907.21 (2011). Compelling prostitution  
(A) No person shall knowingly do any of the following: 
 
(1) Compel another to engage in sexual activity for hire; 
 
(2) Induce, procure, encourage, solicit, request, or otherwise facilitate either of the following: 
 
(a) A minor to engage in sexual activity for hire, whether or not the offender knows the age of 
the minor; 
 
(b) A person the offender believes to be a minor to engage in sexual activity for hire, whether or 
not the person is a minor. 
 
(3)(a) Pay or agree to pay a minor, either directly or through the minor's agent, so that the minor 
will engage in sexual activity, whether or not the offender knows the age of the minor; 
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(b) Pay or agree to pay a person the offender believes to be a minor, either directly or through the 
person's agent, so that the person will engage in sexual activity, whether or not the person is a 
minor. 
 
(4)(a) Pay a minor, either directly or through the minor's agent, for the minor having engaged in 
sexual activity pursuant to a prior agreement, whether or not the offender knows the age of the 
minor; 
 
(b) Pay a person the offender believes to be a minor, either directly or through the person's agent, 
for the person having engaged in sexual activity pursuant to a prior agreement, whether or not 
the person is a minor. 
 
(5)(a) Allow a minor to engage in sexual activity for hire if the person allowing the child to 
engage in sexual activity for hire is the parent, guardian, custodian, person having custody or 
control, or person in loco parentis of the minor; 
 
(b) Allow a person the offender believes to be a minor to engage in sexual activity for hire if the 
person allowing the person to engage in sexual activity for hire is the parent, guardian, custodian, 
person having custody or control, or person in loco parentis of the person the offender believes to 
be a minor, whether or not the person is a minor. 
 
(B) For a prosecution under division (A)(1) of this section, the element “compel” does not 
require that the compulsion be openly displayed or physically exerted. The element “compel” has 
been established if the state proves that the victim's will was overcome by force, fear, duress, or 
intimidation. 
 
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of compelling prostitution. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, compelling prostitution is a felony of the third degree. If the offender 
commits a violation of division (A)(1) of this section and the person compelled to engage in 
sexual activity for hire in violation of that division is sixteen years of age or older but less than 
eighteen years of age, compelling prostitution is a felony of the second degree. If the offender 
commits a violation of division (A)(1) of this section and the person compelled to engage in 
sexual activity for hire in violation of that division is less than sixteen years of age, compelling 
prostitution is a felony of the first degree. If the offender in any case also is convicted of or 
pleads guilty to a specification as described in section 2941.1422 of the Revised Code that was 
included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information charging the offense, the court 
shall sentence the offender to a mandatory prison term as provided in division (B)(7) of section 
2929.14 of the Revised Code and shall order the offender to make restitution as provided in 
division (B)(8) of section 2929.18 of the Revised Code. 
 
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2907.22 (2011). Promoting prostitution  
(A) No person shall knowingly:  
 
(1) Establish, maintain, operate, manage, supervise, control, or have an interest in a brothel; 
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(2) Supervise, manage, or control the activities of a prostitute in engaging in sexual activity for 
hire; 
 
(3) Transport another, or cause another to be transported across the boundary of this state or of 
any county in this state, in order to facilitate the other person's engaging in sexual activity for 
hire; 
 
(4) For the purpose of violating or facilitating a violation of this section, induce or procure 
another to engage in sexual activity for hire. 
 
(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of promoting prostitution. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, promoting prostitution is a felony of the fourth degree. If any prostitute 
in the brothel involved in the offense, or the prostitute whose activities are supervised, managed, 
or controlled by the offender, or the person transported, induced, or procured by the offender to 
engage in sexual activity for hire, is a minor, whether or not the offender knows the age of the 
minor, then promoting prostitution is a felony of the third degree. If the offender in any case also 
is convicted of or pleads guilty to a specification as described in section 2941.1422 of the 
Revised Code that was included in the indictment, count in the indictment, or information 
charging the offense, the court shall sentence the offender to a mandatory prison term as 
provided in division (B)(7) of section 2929.14 of the Revised Code and shall order the offender 
to make restitution as provided in division (B)(8) of section 2929.18 of the Revised Code. 
 
 
 
OHIO REV. CODE ANN. § 2907.23 (2011). Procuring 
 (A) No person, knowingly and for gain, shall do either of the following: 
 
(1) Entice or solicit another to patronize a prostitute or brothel; 
 
(2) Procure a prostitute for another to patronize, or take or direct another at his or her request to 
any place for the purpose of patronizing a prostitute. 
 
(B) No person, having authority or responsibility over the use of premises, shall knowingly 
permit such premises to be used for the purpose of engaging in sexual activity for hire. 
 
(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of procuring, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
 
 
OKLAHOMA  
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 1029 (2010). Engaging in prostitution, etc.--Soliciting or 
procuring--Residing or being in place for prohibited purpose--Aiding, 
abetting or participating--Child prostitution  
A. It shall further be unlawful: 
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1. To engage in prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; 
 
2. To solicit, induce, entice, or procure another to commit an act of lewdness, assignation, or 
prostitution, with himself or herself; 
 
3. To reside in, enter, or remain in any house, place, building, or other structure, or to enter or 
remain in any vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance with the intent of committing an act of 
prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; or 
 
4. To aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any of the acts prohibited in paragraph 1, 2 or 3 of 
this subsection. 
 
B. Any prohibited act described in paragraph 1, 2, 3 or 4 of subsection A of this section 
committed with a person under sixteen (16) years of age shall be deemed child prostitution, as 
defined in Section 1030 of this title, and shall be punishable as provided in Section 1031 of this 
title. 
 
 
 
 
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 1030 (2011). Definitions  
As used in the Oklahoma Statutes, unless otherwise provided for by law: 
 
1. “Prostitution” means: 
 
a. the giving or receiving of the body for sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, masturbation, 
anal intercourse or lewdness with any person not his or her spouse, in exchange for money or any 
other thing of value, or  
 
b. the making of any appointment or engagement for sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, 
masturbation, anal intercourse or lewdness with any person not his or her spouse, in exchange for 
money or any other thing of value;  
 
2. “Child prostitution” means prostitution or lewdness as defined in this section with a person 
under sixteen (16) years of age, in exchange for money or any other thing of value; 
 
3. “Anal intercourse” means contact between human beings of the genital organs of one and the 
anus of another; 
 
4. “Cunnilingus” means any act of oral stimulation of the vulva or clitoris; 
 
5. “Fellatio” means any act of oral stimulation of the penis; 
 
6. “Lewdness” means: 
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a. any lascivious, lustful or licentious conduct,  
 
b. the giving or receiving of the body for indiscriminate sexual intercourse, fellatio, cunnilingus, 
masturbation, anal intercourse, or lascivious, lustful or licentious conduct with any person not his 
or her spouse, or  
 
c. any act in furtherance of such conduct or any appointment or engagement for prostitution; and  
 
7. “Masturbation” means stimulation of the genital organs by manual or other bodily contact 
exclusive of sexual intercourse. 
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 1031 (2011). Punishment for violations--Fines--Knowingly 
engaging in prostitution while infected with HIV--Violations within certain 
distance from school or church  
A. Except as provided in subsection B or C of this section, any person violating any of the 
provisions of Section 1028, 1029 or 1030 of this title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than thirty (30) days 
nor more than one (1) year or by fines as follows: a fine of not more than Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00) upon the first conviction for violation of any of such provisions, a 
fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) upon the second conviction for 
violation of any of such provisions, and a fine of not more than Seven Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($7,500.00) upon the third or subsequent convictions for violation of any of such 
provisions, or by both such imprisonment and fine. In addition, the court may require a term of 
community service of not less than forty (40) nor more than eighty (80) hours. The court in 
which any such conviction is had shall notify the county superintendent of public health of such 
conviction. 
 
B. Any person who engages in an act of prostitution with knowledge that they are infected with 
the human immunodeficiency virus shall be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the 
custody of the Department of Corrections for not more than five (5) years. 
 
C. Any person who engages in an act of child prostitution, as defined in Section 1030 of this 
title, shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the custody of 
the Department of Corrections for not more than ten (10) years and by fines as follows: a fine of 
not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) upon the first conviction, a fine of not more 
than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) upon the second conviction, and a fine of not more than 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) upon the third or subsequent convictions. 
 
D. Any person violating any of the provisions of Section 1028, 1029 or 1030 of this title within 
one thousand (1,000) feet of a school or church shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, 
shall be punished by imprisonment in the custody of the Department of Corrections for not more 
than five (5) years or by fines as follows: a fine of not more than Two Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($2,500.00) upon the first conviction for violation of any of such provisions, a fine of not 
more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) upon the second conviction for violation of any of 
such provisions, and a fine of not more than Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500.00) 
upon the third or subsequent convictions for violation of any of such provisions, or by both such 
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imprisonment and fine. In addition, the court may require a term of community service of not 
less than forty (40) nor more than eighty (80) hours. The court in which any such conviction is 
had shall notify the county superintendent of public health of such conviction. 
 
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 1087 (2011). Child under 18 years of age--Procuring for 
prostitution, lewdness or other indecent act—Punishment.  
A. No person shall: 
 
1. Offer, or offer to secure, a child under eighteen (18) years of age for the purpose of 
prostitution, or for any other lewd or indecent act, or procure or offer to procure a child for, or a 
place for a child as an inmate in, a house of prostitution or other place where prostitution is 
practiced; 
 
2. Receive or to offer or agree to receive any child under eighteen (18) years of age into any 
house, place, building, other structure, vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance for the purpose of 
prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, or to permit any person to remain there for such purpose; 
or 
 
3. Direct, take, or transport, or to offer or agree to take or transport, or aid or assist in 
transporting, any child under eighteen (18) years of age to any house, place, building, other 
structure, vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance, or to any other person with knowledge or having 
reasonable cause to believe that the purpose of such directing, taking, or transporting is 
prostitution, lewdness, or assignation. 
 
B. 1. Any person violating the provisions of subsection A of this section shall, upon conviction, 
be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment of not less than one (1) year nor more than ten 
(10) years. 
 
2. Any owner, proprietor, keeper, manager, conductor, or other person who knowingly permits 
any violation of this section in any house, building, room, or other premises or any conveyances 
under his control or of which he has possession shall, upon conviction for the first offense, be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not 
less than six (6) months nor more than one (1) year, and by a fine of not less than Five Hundred 
Dollars ($500.00) nor more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). Upon conviction for a 
subsequent offense pursuant to this subsection such person shall be guilty of a felony and shall 
be punished by imprisonment in the custody of the Department of Corrections for a period of not 
less than one (1) year nor more than ten (10) years, or by a fine of not less than Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000.00) nor more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 
 
C. Except for persons sentenced to life or life without parole, any person sentenced to 
imprisonment for two (2) years or more for a violation of this section shall be required to serve a 
term of post-imprisonment supervision pursuant to subparagraph f of paragraph 1 of subsection 
A of Section 991a of Title 22 of the Oklahoma Statutes under conditions determined by the 
Department of Corrections. The jury shall be advised that the mandatory post-imprisonment 
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supervision shall be in addition to the actual imprisonment. 
 
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 1088 (2011). Child under 18 years of age--Inducing, keeping, 
detaining or restraining for prostitution—Punishment.  
A. No person shall: 
 
1. By promise, threats, violence, or by any device or scheme, including but not limited to the use 
of any controlled dangerous substance prohibited pursuant to the provisions of the Uniform 
Controlled Dangerous Substances Act, cause, induce, persuade, or encourage a child under 
eighteen (18) years of age to engage or continue to engage in prostitution or to become or remain 
an inmate of a house of prostitution or other place where prostitution is practiced; 
 
2. Keep, hold, detain, restrain, or compel against his will, any child under eighteen (18) years of 
age to engage in the practice of prostitution or in a house of prostitution or other place where 
prostitution is practiced or allowed; or 
 
3. Directly or indirectly keep, hold, detain, restrain, or compel or attempt to keep, hold, detain, 
restrain, or compel a child under eighteen (18) years of age to engage in the practice of 
prostitution or in a house of prostitution or any place where prostitution is practiced or allowed 
for the purpose of compelling such child to directly or indirectly pay, liquidate, or cancel any 
debt, dues, or obligations incurred, or said to have been incurred by such child. 
 
B. 1. Any person violating the provisions of this section other than paragraph 2 of this 
subsection, upon conviction, shall be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for not less 
than one (1) year nor more than twenty-five (25) years, and by a fine of not less than Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) nor more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00). 
 
2. Any owner, proprietor, keeper, manager, conductor, or other person who knowingly permits a 
violation of this section in any house, building, room, tent, lot or premises under his control or of 
which he has possession, upon conviction for the first offense, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not less than six (6) months nor 
more than one (1) year, and by a fine of not more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). Upon 
conviction for a subsequent offense pursuant to the provisions of this subsection such person 
shall be guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for a period of not less than one (1) year 
nor more than ten (10) years, and by a fine of not less than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) 
nor more than Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00). 
 
C. Except for persons sentenced to life or life without parole, any person sentenced to 
imprisonment for two (2) years or more for a violation of this section shall be required to serve a 
term of post-imprisonment supervision pursuant to subparagraph f of paragraph 1 of subsection 
A of Section 991a of Title 22 of the Oklahoma Statutes under conditions determined by the 
Department of Corrections. The jury shall be advised that the mandatory post-imprisonment 
supervision shall be in addition to the actual imprisonment. 
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22 OKLA. STAT. § 126 (2011). Kidnapping, enticing away children and similar 
offenses, jurisdiction.  
The jurisdiction of an indictment or information: 
 
1. For forcibly and without lawful authority seizing and confining another, or inveigling or 
kidnapping him, with intent, against his will, to cause him to be secretly confined or imprisoned 
in this state, or to be sent out of the state, or from one county to another; or, 
 
2. For decoying or taking or enticing away a child under the age of twelve (12) years, with intent 
to detain and conceal it from its parents, guardian, or other person having lawful charge of the 
child; or, 
 
3. For the inveigling, enticing, or taking away an unmarried female of previous chaste character, 
under the age of twenty-one (21) years for the purpose of prostitution; or, 
 
4. For taking away any female under the age of sixteen (16) years from her father, mother, 
guardian or other person having the legal charge of her person without their consent either for the 
purpose of concubinage or prostitution, 
 
Is in any county in which the offense is committed or into or out of which the person upon whom 
the offense was committed, may, in the commission of the offense, have been brought or in 
which an act was done by the defendant in instigating, procuring, promoting, aiding or in being 
an accessory to the commission of the offense, or in abetting the parties concerned therein. 
 
21 OKLA. STAT. § 748(D) (2011). Human trafficking for forced labor or forced 
sexual exploitation. 
 
. . . . 
 
D. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution for a criminal offense that, during the time of the 
alleged commission of the offense, the defendant was a victim of human trafficking. 
 
OREGON  
 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 167.007 (2010). Prostitution.  
 (1) A person commits the crime of prostitution if the person engages in, or offers or agrees to 
engage in, sexual conduct or sexual contact in return for a fee. 
 
(2) Prostitution is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 167.017 (2011). Compelling prostitution.  
(1) A person commits the crime of compelling prostitution if the person knowingly: 
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(a) Uses force or intimidation to compel another to engage in prostitution;  
 
(b) Induces or causes a person under 18 years of age to engage in prostitution;  
 
(c) Aids or facilitates the commission of prostitution by a person under 18 years of age; or  
 
(d) Induces or causes the spouse, child or stepchild of the person to engage in prostitution.  
 
(2) Compelling prostitution is a Class B felony. 
 
(3) In a prosecution under subsection (1)(b) or (c) of this section, the state is not required to 
prove that the defendant knew the other person was under 18 years of age and it is no defense 
that the defendant did not know the person's age or that the defendant reasonably believed the 
person to be older than 18 years of age. 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.269 (2011). Compelling prostitution.  
A person who is the victim of a crime described in ORS 163.263, 163.264 or 163.266 may assert 
the defense of duress, as described in ORS 161.270, if the person is prosecuted for conduct that 
constitutes services under ORS 163.261, that the person was caused to provide. 
 
 
PENNSYLVANIA  
 
 
18 PA. CONS. STAT. ANN. § 5902 (2011). Prostitution and related offenses  
(a) Prostitution.--A person is guilty of prostitution if he or she: 
 
(1) is an inmate of a house of prostitution or otherwise engages in sexual activity as a business; 
or 
 
(2) loiters in or within view of any public place for the purpose of being hired to engage in 
sexual activity. 
 
(a.1) Grading of offenses under subsection (a).--An offense under subsection (a) constitutes a: 
 
(1) Misdemeanor of the third degree when the offense is a first or second offense. 
 
(2) Misdemeanor of the second degree when the offense is a third offense. 
 
(3) Misdemeanor of the first degree when the offense is a fourth or subsequent offense. 
 
(4) Felony of the third degree if the person who committed the offense knew that he or she was 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) positive or manifesting acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). 
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(b) Promoting prostitution.--A person who knowingly promotes prostitution of another commits 
a misdemeanor or felony as provided in subsection (c) of this section. The following acts shall, 
without limitation of the foregoing, constitute promoting prostitution: 
 
(1) owning, controlling, managing, supervising or otherwise keeping, alone or in association with 
others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business; 
 
(2) procuring an inmate for a house of prostitution or a place in a house of prostitution for one 
who would be an inmate; 
 
(3) encouraging, inducing, or otherwise intentionally causing another to become or remain a 
prostitute; 
 
(4) soliciting a person to patronize a prostitute; 
 
(5) procuring a prostitute for a patron; 
 
(6) transporting a person into or within this Commonwealth with intent to promote the engaging 
in prostitution by that person, or procuring or paying for transportation with that intent; 
 
(7) leasing or otherwise permitting a place controlled by the actor, alone or in association with 
others, to be regularly used for prostitution or the promotion of prostitution, or failure to make 
reasonable effort to abate such use by ejecting the tenant, notifying law enforcement authorities, 
or other legally available means; or 
 
(8) soliciting, receiving, or agreeing to receive any benefit for doing or agreeing to do anything 
forbidden by this subsection. 
 
(b.1) Promoting prostitution of minor.--A person who knowingly promotes prostitution of a 
minor commits a felony of the third degree. The following acts shall, without limitation of the 
foregoing, constitute promoting prostitution of a minor: 
 
(1) owning, controlling, managing, supervising or otherwise keeping, alone or in association with 
others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business in which a victim is a minor; 
 
(2) procuring an inmate who is a minor for a house of prostitution or a place in a house of 
prostitution where a minor would be an inmate; 
 
(3) encouraging, inducing or otherwise intentionally causing a minor to become or remain a 
prostitute; 
 
(4) soliciting a minor to patronize a prostitute; 
 
(5) procuring a prostitute who is a minor for a patron; 
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(6) transporting a minor into or within this Commonwealth with intent to promote the engaging 
in prostitution by that minor, or procuring or paying for transportation with that intent; 
 
(7) leasing or otherwise permitting a place controlled by the actor, alone or in association with 
others, to be regularly used for prostitution of a minor or the promotion of prostitution of a 
minor, or failure to make reasonable effort to abate such use by ejecting the tenant, notifying law 
enforcement authorities or other legally available means; or 
 
(8) soliciting, receiving or agreeing to receive any benefit for doing or agreeing to do anything 
forbidden by this subsection. 
 
(c) Grading of offenses under subsection (b).-- 
 
(1) An offense under subsection (b) constitutes a felony of the third degree if: 
 
(i) the offense falls within paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2) or (b)(3); 
 
(ii) the actor compels another to engage in or promote prostitution; 
 
(iv) the actor promotes prostitution of his spouse, child, ward or any person for whose care, 
protection or support he is responsible; or 
 
(v) the person knowingly promoted prostitution of another who was HIV positive or infected 
with the AIDS virus. 
 
(2) Otherwise the offense is a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
 
(d) Living off prostitutes.--A person, other than the prostitute or the prostitute's minor child or 
other legal dependent incapable of self-support, who is knowingly supported in whole or 
substantial part by the proceeds of prostitution is promoting prostitution in violation of 
subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(e) Patronizing prostitutes.--A person commits the offense of patronizing prostitutes if that 
person hires a prostitute or any other person to engage in sexual activity with him or her or if that 
person enters or remains in a house of prostitution for the purpose of engaging in sexual activity. 
 
(e.1) Grading of offenses under subsection (e).--An offense under subsection (e) constitutes a: 
 
(1) Misdemeanor of the third degree when the offense is a first or second offense. 
 
(2) Misdemeanor of the second degree when the offense is a third offense. 
 
(3) Misdemeanor of the first degree when the offense is a fourth or subsequent offense. 
 
(4) Felony of the third degree if the person who committed the offense knew that he or she was 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) positive or manifesting acquired immune deficiency 
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syndrome (AIDS). 
 
(e.2) Publication of sentencing order.--A court imposing a sentence for a second or subsequent 
offense committed under subsection (e) shall publish the sentencing order in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the judicial district in which the court sits, and the court costs imposed on 
the person sentenced shall include the cost of publishing the sentencing order. 
 
(f) Definitions.--As used in this section the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 
given to them in this subsection: 
 
“House of prostitution.” Any place where prostitution or promotion of prostitution is regularly 
carried on by one person under the control, management or supervision of another. 
 
“Inmate.” A person who engages in prostitution in or through the agency of a house of 
prostitution. 
 
“Minor.” An individual under 18 years of age. 
 
“Public place.” Any place to which the public or any substantial group thereof has access. 
 
“Sexual activity.” Includes homosexual and other deviate sexual relations. 
 
 
RHODE ISLAND  
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-34.1-2 (2011). Prostitution 
(a) A person is guilty of prostitution when such person engages or agrees or offers to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for a fee. Any person found guilty under this 
section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding six (6) months, or to a fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) nor 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
(b) Any person found guilty of a subsequent offense under this section shall be subject to 
imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
($500) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
(c) Any proceeds derived directly from a violation of this section are subject to seizure and 
forfeiture and further proceedings shall be had for their forfeiture as is prescribed by law in 
chapter 21 of title 12. 
 
(d) In any prosecution for a violation under this section it shall be an affirmative defense if the 
accused was forced to commit a commercial sexual activity by: 
 
(1) Being threatened or, subjected to physical harm;  
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(2) Being physically restrained or threatened to be physically restrained;  
 
(3) Being subject to threats of abuse of law or legal process;  
 
(4) Being subject to destruction, concealment, removal or confiscation, of any passport or other 
immigration document, or any other actual or purported governmental identification document; 
or  
 
(5) Being subject to intimidation in which the accused's physical well being was perceived as 
threatened.  
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-34.1-1 (2011). Definitions 
The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings: 
 
(1) “Sexual conduct” means sexual intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, and digital 
intrusion or intrusion by any object into the genital opening or anal opening of another person's 
body, or the stimulation by hand of another's genitals for the purposes of arousing or gratifying 
the sexual desire of either person. 
 
(2) “Commercial sexual activity” means any sexual conduct which is performed or promised in 
return for a fee. 
 
(3) “Fee” means any thing of monetary value, including but not limited to money, given as 
consideration for sexual conduct. 
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-34.1-4 (2011). Loitering for prostitution 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to stand or wander in or near any public highway or street, 
or any public or private place, and attempt to engage passersby in conversation, or stop or 
attempt to stop motor vehicles, for the purpose of prostitution or other commercial sexual 
activity. Any person found guilty of the crime of loitering for prostitution shall be subject to a 
sentence of up to six (6) months incarceration or by a fine of not less than two hundred fifty 
dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
(b) Any person found guilty of a subsequent offense under this section shall be subject to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
($500) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-34.1-3 (2011). Procurement of sexual conduct for a fee 
 
(a) A person is guilty of procuring or attempting to procure sexual conduct for the payment of a 
fee if they engage or seek to engage in sexual conduct for any type of fee and/or pay or agree to 
pay any type of fee for sexual conduct, regardless of the time, place or location of the 
procurement, attempted procurement, payment, attempted payment or conduct. Any person 
found guilty under this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or to a fine of not less than two hundred fifty 
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dollars ($250) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
(b) Any person found guilty of a subsequent offense under this section shall be subject to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
($500) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. 
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-34.1-7 (2011). Pandering or permitting prostitution— 
Not allowed 
 
 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person, by any promise or threat, by abuse of person, or by any 
other device or scheme, to cause, induce, persuade, or encourage a person to become a prostitute 
or to come into this state or leave this state for the purpose of prostitution. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to receive or give, or agree to receive or give, any money or thing of value for 
procuring or attempting to procure any person to become a prostitute or to come into this state or 
leave this state for the purpose of prostitution. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit, allow, transport or offer or agree to 
receive any person into any place, structure, house, building, room, or business for the purpose of 
committing any commercial sexual activity, or knowingly permit any person to remain in the 
premises for those purposes, or to, in any way, aid or abet or participate in any of the acts or 
things enumerated in this chapter. It shall also be unlawful for any person, knowing a person to 
be a prostitute, who shall live or derive support or maintenance, in whole or in part, from the 
earnings or proceeds of commercial sexual activity, from moneys loaned, advanced to, or 
charged against the prostitute by a landlord, manager, owner of a spa or business or any other 
place where commercial sexual activity is practiced or allowed, or who shall share in the 
earnings, proceeds or moneys shall be guilty of the crime of permitting prostitution. 
 
(c) Every person who commits any of the offenses described in subsection (a) of this section, or 
who assists, abets, or aids another to commit any of those offenses, shall be guilty of pandering. 
For the first offense that person shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one year and 
not more than five (5) years and a fine of not less than two thousand dollars ($2,000), nor more 
than five thousand dollars ($5,000). For every subsequent offense that person shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not less than three (3) years and not more than ten (10) years and a fine of 
not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000), nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000). 
 
 
R.I. GEN. LAWS § 11-9-1 (2011). Exploitation for commercial or immoral 
purposes.  
 
(a) Every person having the custody or control of any child under the age of sixteen (16) years 
who shall exhibit, use, or employ, or shall in any manner or under pretense sell, give away, let 
out or otherwise dispose of any child under the age of sixteen (16) years to any person for or in 
the vocation, occupation, service, or purpose of rope or wire walking, or as a gymnast, wrestler, 
contortionist, equestrian performer, acrobat, or rider upon any bicycle or mechanical contrivance, 
or in any dancing, theatrical, or musical exhibition unless it is in connection with churches, 
school or private instruction in dancing or music, or unless it is under the auspices of a Rhode 
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Island society incorporated, or organized without incorporation for a purpose authorized by § 7-
6-4; or for or in gathering or picking rags, or collecting cigar stumps, bones or refuse from 
markets, or in begging, or in any mendicant or wandering occupation, or in peddling in places 
injurious to the morals of the child; or for or in the exhibition of any child with a disability, or in 
any illegal, obscene, indecent, or immoral purpose, exhibition, or vocation, injurious to the 
health or morals or dangerous to the life or limb of the child, or who shall cause, procure or 
encourage any child under the age of sixteen (16) years to engage in that activity, or who, after 
being notified by an officer mentioned in § 11-9-3 to restrain the child from engaging in that 
activity, shall neglect or refuse to do so, shall be held guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, for 
every such offense, be imprisoned not exceeding one year, or be fined not exceeding two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250), or both, and shall forfeit any right which he or she may have to the 
custody of the child; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to any child, not 
a resident of this state, who is engaged in any dancing, theatrical, or musical performance in this 
state and is accompanied by a parent, guardian, or tutor, when a permit for the appearance of the 
child is granted by the mayor of the city or the president of the town council of the town, where 
the performance is to be given; provided, further, that the provisions of this section shall not 
apply to any child, a resident of this state, who is engaged in any dancing, theatrical, or musical 
performance in this state on a day when the public schools are not in session in the town or city 
where the dancing, theatrical or musical performance shall be given (not however on Sunday) if 
the child is accompanied by a parent, guardian or tutor, when a permit for the appearance of the 
child is granted by the mayor of the city or the president of the town council of the town where 
the performance is to be given. 
 
(b) Any person who shall in any manner or under any pretense sell, distribute, let out or 
otherwise permit any child under eighteen (18) years of age to be used in any book, magazine, 
pamphlet, or other publication, or in any motion picture film, photograph or pictorial 
representation, in a setting which taken as a whole suggests to the average person that the child 
has engaged in, or is about to engage in any sexual act, which shall include, but not be limited to, 
sodomy, oral copulation, sexual intercourse, masturbation, or bestiality, shall, upon conviction 
for the first offense be punished by imprisonment for not more than ten (10) years, or a fine of 
not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), or both; upon conviction of a subsequent offense, 
be punished by imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) years, a fine of not more than fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000), or both. 
 
(c) Every person who shall exhibit, use, employ or shall in any manner or under pretense so 
exhibit, use, or employ any child under the age of eighteen (18) years to any person for the 
purpose of prostitution or for any other lewd or indecent act shall be imprisoned not exceeding 
twenty (20) years, or be fined not exceeding twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), or both. 
 
 
SOUTH CAROLINA  
 
S.C. CODE ANN. § 16-15-90 (2011). Prostitution; lewdness, assignation and 
prostitution generally. 
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It shall be unlawful to: 
 
(1) Engage in prostitution;  
 
(2) Aid or abet prostitution knowingly;  
 
(3) Procure or solicit for the purpose of prostitution;  
 
(4) Expose indecently the private person for the purpose of prostitution or other indecency;  
 
(5) Reside in, enter or remain in any place, structure, building, vehicle, trailer or conveyance for 
the purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution;  
 
(6) Keep or set up a house of ill fame, brothel or bawdyhouse;  
 
(7) Receive any person for purposes of lewdness, assignation or prostitution into any vehicle, 
conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building;  
 
(8) Permit any person to remain for the purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution in any 
vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building;  
 
(9) Direct, take or transport, offer or agree to take or transport or aid or assist in transporting any 
person to any vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or building or to any other person with 
knowledge or having reasonable cause to believe that the purpose of such directing, taking or 
transporting is prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
 
(10) Lease or rent or contract to lease or rent any vehicle, conveyance, trailer, place, structure or 
building or part thereof believing or having reasonable cause to believe that it is intended to be 
used for any of the purposes herein prohibited; or  
 
(11) Aid, abet, or participate knowingly in the doing of any of the acts herein prohibited.  
 
 
S.C. CODE ANN. § 16-15-415 (2011). Promoting prostitution of a minor 
defined; defenses; penalties.  
(A) An individual commits the offense of promoting prostitution of a minor if he knowingly: 
 
(1) entices, forces, encourages, or otherwise facilitates a minor to participate in prostitution; or  
 
(2) supervises, supports, advises, or promotes the prostitution of or by a minor.  
 
(B) Mistake of age is not a defense to a prosecution under this section. 
 
(C) An individual who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction, must be imprisoned for not less than three years nor more than twenty years. No part 
of the minimum sentence may be suspended nor is the individual convicted eligible for parole 
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until he has served the minimum sentence. Sentences imposed pursuant to this section must run 
consecutively with and must commence at the expiration of another sentence being served by the 
individual sentenced. 
 
S.C. CODE ANN. § 16-15-425 (2011). Participating in prostitution of a minor 
defined; defenses; penalties.  
(A) An individual commits the offense of participating in the prostitution of a minor if he is not a 
minor and he patronizes a minor prostitute. As used in this section, “patronizing a minor 
prostitute” means: 
 
(1) soliciting or requesting a minor to participate in prostitution;  
 
(2) paying or agreeing to pay a minor, either directly or through the minor's agent, to participate 
in prostitution; or  
 
(3) paying a minor, or the minor's agent, for having participated in prostitution, pursuant to a 
prior agreement.  
 
(B) Mistake of age is not a defense to a prosecution under this section. 
 
(C) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction, must be imprisoned not less than two years nor more than five years. No part of the 
minimum sentence may be suspended nor is the individual convicted eligible for parole until he 
has served the minimum term. Sentences imposed pursuant to this section shall run consecutively 
with and shall commence at the expiration of any other sentence being served by the individual 
sentenced. 
 
 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA  
 
S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 22-23-1 (2011). Promotion -- Misdemeanor  
Any person who engages in or offers to engage in sexual activity for a fee is guilty of 
prostitution. Prostitution is a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 22-23-2 (2011). Promotion of prostitution -- Penalty  
Any person who: 
 
(1) Encourages, induces, procures, or otherwise purposely causes another to become or remain a 
prostitute;  
 
(2) Promotes the prostitution of a minor; or  
 
(3) Promotes the prostitution of his or her spouse, child, ward, or other dependant person; is 
guilty of promoting prostitution. Promoting prostitution is a Class 5 felony. 



 136 

 
S.D. CODIFIED LAWS § 22-24A-5 (2011).  Solicitation of a minor –Felony—
Assessment 
A person is guilty of solicitation of a minor if the person eighteen years of age or older: 
 
(1) Solicits a minor, or someone the person reasonably believes is a minor, to engage in a 
prohibited sexual act; or  
 
(2) Knowingly compiles or transmits by means of a computer; or prints, publishes or reproduces 
by other computerized means; or buys, sells, receives, exchanges or disseminates, any notice, 
statement or advertisement of any minor's name, telephone number, place of residence, physical 
characteristics or other descriptive or identifying information for the purpose of soliciting a 
minor or someone the person reasonably believes is a minor to engage in a prohibited sexual act.  
The fact that an undercover operative or law enforcement officer was involved in the detection 
and investigation of an offense under this section does not constitute a defense to a prosecution 
under this section. 
Consent to performing a prohibited sexual act by a minor or a minor's parent, guardian, or 
custodian, or mistake as to the minor's age is not a defense to a charge of violating this section. 
A violation of this section is a Class 4 felony. 
 
 
TENNESSEE  
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-13-513 (2011).  Prostitution.  
(a) A person commits an offense under this section who engages in prostitution. 
 
(b)(1) Prostitution is a Class B misdemeanor. 
 
(2) Prostitution committed within one hundred feet (100′) of a church or within one and one-half 
(1 1/2 ) miles of a school, such distance being that established by § 49-6-2101, for state-funded 
school transportation, is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(3) A person convicted of prostitution within one and one-half (1 1/2 ) miles of a school shall, in 
addition to any other authorized punishment, be sentenced to at least seven (7) days of 
incarceration and be fined at least one thousand dollars ($1,000). 
 
(c) As used in subsection (b), “school” means all public and private schools that conduct classes 
in any grade from kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12). 
 
(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if it is determined after a 
reasonable detention for investigative purposes, that a person suspected of or charged with a 
violation of this section is under eighteen (18) years of age, that person shall be immune from 
prosecution for prostitution as a juvenile or adult. A law enforcement officer who takes a person 
under eighteen (18) years of age into custody for a suspected violation of this section shall, upon 
determination that the person is a minor, provide the minor with the telephone number for the 
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national human trafficking resource center hotline and release the minor to the custody of a 
parent or legal guardian. 
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-13-515 (2011).  Promoting prostitution  
(a) A person commits an offense under this section who promotes prostitution. Promoting 
prostitution is a Class E felony. 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution of a minor is a Class E felony.  
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-13-516 (2011).  Aggravated prostitution 
 (a) A person commits aggravated prostitution when, knowing that such person is infected with 
HIV, the person engages in sexual activity as a business or is an inmate in a house of prostitution 
or loiters in a public place for the purpose of being hired to engage in sexual activity. 
 
(b) For the purposes of this section, “HIV” means the human immunodeficiency virus or any 
other identified causative agent of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. 
 
(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that an infection with HIV has occurred 
in order for a person to have committed aggravated prostitution. 
 
(d) Aggravated prostitution is a Class C felony. 
 
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 37-5-103 (2011). Chapter definitions.  
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 
(1) “Abuse” exists when a person under the age of eighteen (18) is suffering from, has sustained 
or may be in immediate danger of suffering from or sustaining a wound, injury, disability or 
physical or mental condition caused by brutality, neglect or other actions or inactions of a parent, 
relative, guardian or caretaker; 
 
(2) “Adjudication of delinquency” means that a juvenile court has found beyond a reasonable 
doubt that a child has committed a delinquent act, as defined in § 37-1-102, that is an act 
designated a crime under the law, including local ordinances of this state, or of another state if 
the act occurred in that state, or under federal law, and the crime does not fall under § 37-1-
102(b)(23)(C) and the crime is not a traffic offense as defined in the traffic code of the state other 
than failing to stop when involved in an accident pursuant to § 55-10-101, driving while under 
the influence of an intoxicant or drug, vehicular homicide or any other traffic offense classified 
as a felony; 
 
(3) “Adult” means, as defined in § 37-1-102, any person eighteen (18) years of age or older; 
 
(4)(A) “Child” means: 
 
(i) A person under eighteen (18) years of age; or  
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(ii) A person under nineteen (19) years of age for the limited purpose of:  
 
(a) Remaining under the continuing jurisdiction of the juvenile court to enforce a non-custodial 
order of disposition entered prior to the person's eighteenth birthday;  
 
(b) Remaining under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for the purpose of being committed, or 
completing commitment including completion of home placement supervision, to the department 
with such commitment based on an adjudication of delinquency for an offense that occurred 
prior to the person's eighteenth birthday; or  
 
(c) Remaining under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for resolution of delinquent offense(s) 
committed prior to a person's eighteenth birthday but considered by the juvenile court after a 
person's eighteenth birthday with the court having the option of retaining jurisdiction for 
adjudication and disposition or transferring the person to criminal court under § 37-1-134.  
 
(B) In no event shall a person eighteen (18) years of age or older be committed to or remain in 
the custody of the department of children's services by virtue of being adjudicated dependent and 
neglected, unruly, or in need of services pursuant to § 37-1-175, except as provided in § 37-1-
173.  
 
(C) This subdivision (4) shall in no way be construed as limiting the court's jurisdiction to 
transfer a person to criminal court under § 37-1-134.  
 
(D) A person eighteen (18) years of age is legally an adult for all other purposes including, but 
not limited to, enforcement of the court's orders under this subdivision (4) through its contempt 
power under § 37-1-158.  
 
(E) No exception shall be made for a child who may be emancipated by marriage or otherwise.  
 
(5)(A) “Child sexual abuse” means, as defined in § 37-1-602, the commission of any act 
involving the unlawful sexual abuse, molestation, fondling or carnal knowledge of a child under 
thirteen (13) years of age that, prior to November 1, 1989, constituted the criminal offense of: 
 
(i) Aggravated rape under § 39-2-603;  
 
(ii) Rape under § 39-2-604;  
 
(iii) Aggravated sexual battery under § 39-2-606;  
 
(iv) Sexual battery under § 39-2-607;  
 
(v) Assault with intent to commit rape or attempt to commit rape or sexual battery under § 39-2-
608;  
 
(vi) Crimes against nature under § 39-2-612;  
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(vii) Incest under § 39-4-306;  
 
(viii) Begetting child on wife's sister under § 39-4-307;  
 
(ix) Use of minor for obscene purposes under § 39-6-1137; or  
 
(x) Promotion of performance including sexual conduct by minor under § 39-6-1138;  
 
(B) “Child sexual abuse” also means the commission of any act involving the unlawful sexual 
abuse, molestation, fondling or carnal knowledge of a child under the age of thirteen (13) that on 
or after November 1, 1989, constituted the criminal offense of:  
 
(i) Aggravated rape under § 39-13-502;  
 
(ii) Rape under § 39-13-503;  
 
(iii) Aggravated sexual battery under § 39-13-504;  
 
(iv) Sexual battery under § 39-13-505;  
 
(v) Rape of a child under § 39-13-522;  
 
(vi) Criminal attempt as provided in § 39-12-101 for any of the offenses listed above;  
 
(vii) Incest under § 39-15-302;  
 
(viii) Sexual exploitation of a minor under § 39-17-1003;  
 
(ix) Aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor under § 39-17-1004; or  
 
(x) Especially aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor under § 39-17-1005;  
 
(C) “Child sexual abuse” also means one (1) or more of the following acts:  
 
(i) Any penetration, however slight, of the vagina or anal opening of one person by the penis of 
another person, whether or not there is the emission of semen;  
 
(ii) Any contact between the genitals or anal opening of one person and the mouth or tongue of 
another person;  
 
(iii) Any intrusion by one person into the genitals or anal opening of another person, including 
the use of any object for this purpose, except that it shall not include acts intended for a valid 
medical purpose;  
 
(iv) The intentional touching of the genitals or intimate parts, including the breasts, genital area, 
groin, inner thighs and buttocks, or the clothing covering them, of either the child or the 
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perpetrator, except that it shall not include:  
 
(a) Acts that may reasonably be construed to be normal caretaker responsibilities, interactions 
with, or affection for a child; or  
 
(b) Acts intended for a valid medical purpose;  
 
(v) The intentional exposure of the perpetrator's genitals in the presence of a child, or any other 
sexual act intentionally perpetrated in the presence of a child, if such exposure or sexual act is for 
the purpose of sexual arousal or gratification, aggression, degradation or other similar purpose; 
or  
 
(vi) The sexual exploitation of a child, which includes allowing, encouraging or forcing a child 
to:  
 
(a) Solicit for or engage in prostitution; or  
 
(b) Engage in an act prohibited by § 39-17-1003;  
 
(D) For the purposes of the reporting, investigation and treatment provisions of §§ 37-1-603--37-
1-615, “child sexual abuse” also means the commission of any act specified in subdivisions 
(5)(A)-(C) against a child thirteen (13) years of age through seventeen (17) years of age if such 
act is committed against the child by a parent, guardian, relative, person residing in the child's 
home or other person responsible for the care and custody of the child;  
 
(6) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of children's services; 
 
(7) “Department” means the department of children's services; 
 
(8) “Dependent and neglected” means, as defined in § 37-1-102, a child: 
 
(A) Who is without a parent, guardian or legal custodian;  
 
(B) Whose parent, guardian or person with whom the child lives, by reason of cruelty, mental 
incapacity, immorality or depravity, is unfit to properly care for such child;  
 
(C) Who is under unlawful or improper care, supervision, custody or restraint by any person, 
corporation, agency, association, institution, society or other organization or who is unlawfully 
kept out of school;  
 
(D) Whose parent, guardian or custodian neglects or refuses to provide necessary medical, 
surgical, institutional or hospital care for such child;  
 
(E) Who, because of lack of proper supervision, is found in any place the existence of which is in 
violation of law;  
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(F) Who is in such condition of want or suffering or is under such improper guardianship or 
control as to injure or endanger the morals or health of such child or others;  
 
(G) Who is suffering from abuse or neglect;  
 
(H) Who has been in the care and control of an agency or person who is not related to such child 
by blood or marriage for a continuous period of eighteen (18) months or longer in the absence of 
a court order and such person or agency has not initiated judicial proceedings seeking either legal 
custody or adoption of the child; or  
 
(I) Who is or has been allowed, encouraged or permitted to engage in prostitution or obscene or 
pornographic photographing, filming, posing or similar activity and whose parent, guardian or 
other custodian neglects or refuses to protect such child from further such activity;  
 
(9) “Guardian” means, for purposes of adoptions and terminations of parental rights, the 
meanings set forth in § 36-1-102 and, for all other purposes, the meaning set forth in § 34-1-101; 
 
(10) “Imminent risk” means circumstances or behavior likely to produce, within a relatively 
short period of time, a reasonably strong probability that the child will be placed in state custody; 
 
(11) “Juvenile” means a person under eighteen (18) years of age. No exception shall be made for 
a child who may be emancipated by marriage or otherwise; 
 
(12) “Legal custodian” means a person or agency to whom legal custody of a child has been 
given by court order. A legal custodian has the right to physical custody of the child; the right to 
determine the nature of the care and treatment of the child, including ordinary medical care; and 
the right and duty to provide for the care, protection, training, education and physical, mental and 
moral welfare of the child. Such rights and duties are, however, subject to the conditions and 
limitations of the order granting legal custody and to the remaining rights and duties of the 
child's parent(s); 
 
(13) “Order of referral” means a juvenile court order entered prior to a child being adjudicated 
unruly or dependent and neglected, or prior to the disposition of a child who has been 
adjudicated delinquent, unruly or dependent and neglected, that directs that the department make 
an assessment of the child and report the findings and recommendations to the court; 
 
(14) “Report of harm” means a report regarding child abuse filed under § 37-1-403 or a report 
regarding child sexual abuse filed under § 37-1-605; 
 
(15)(A) “Unruly” means, as defined in § 37-1-102, a child in need of treatment and rehabilitation 
who: 
 
(i) Habitually and without justification is truant from school while subject to compulsory school 
attendance under § 49-6-3007;  
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(ii) Habitually is disobedient of the reasonable and lawful commands of the child's parent(s), 
guardian or other legal custodian to the degree that such child's health and safety are endangered;  
 
(iii) Commits an offense that is applicable only to a child; or  
 
(iv) Is away from the home, residence or any other residential placement of the child's parent(s), 
guardian or other legal custodian without their consent. Such child shall be known and defined as 
a “runaway;”  
 
(B) The above definition shall be effective July 1, 1996, before which date the definition of 
“unruly” shall be the definition found in former § 37-1-102(b)(21), as it read prior to July 1, 
1996; and  
 
(16) “Youth development center” means a hardware secure facility that houses children who 
have been adjudicated delinquent and who meet the criteria as established by the department for 
placement at such facility. 
 
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-13-528 (2010). Offense of solicitation of a minor.  
 (a) It is an offense for a person eighteen (18) years of age or older, by means of oral, written or 
electronic communication, electronic mail or Internet services, directly or through another, to 
intentionally command, request, hire, persuade, invite or attempt to induce a person whom the 
person making the solicitation knows, or should know, is less than eighteen (18) years of age, or 
solicits a law enforcement officer posing as a minor, and whom the person making the 
solicitation reasonably believes to be less than eighteen (18) years of age, to engage in conduct 
that, if completed, would constitute a violation by the soliciting adult of one (1) or more of the 
following offenses: 
 
(1) Rape of a child, pursuant to § 39-13-522; 
 
(2) Aggravated rape, pursuant to § 39-13-502; 
 
(3) Rape, pursuant to § 39-13-503; 
 
(4) Aggravated sexual battery, pursuant to § 39-13-504; 
 
(5) Sexual battery by an authority figure, pursuant to § 39-13-527; 
 
(6) Sexual battery, pursuant to § 39-13-505; 
 
(7) Statutory rape, pursuant to § 39-13-506; 
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(8) Especially aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor, pursuant to § 39-17-1005; or 
 
(9) Sexual activity involving a minor, pursuant to § 39-13-529. 
 
(b) It is no defense that the solicitation was unsuccessful, that the conduct solicited was not 
engaged in, or that the law enforcement officer could not engage in the solicited offense. It is no 
defense that the minor solicited was unaware of the criminal nature of the conduct solicited. 
 
(c) A violation of this section shall constitute an offense one (1) classification lower than the 
most serious crime solicited, unless the offense solicited was a Class E felony, in which case the 
offense shall be a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
(d) A person is subject to prosecution in this state under this section for any conduct that 
originates in this state, or for any conduct that originates by a person located outside this state, 
where the person solicited the conduct of a minor located in this state, or solicited a law 
enforcement officer posing as a minor located within this state. 
 

 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-13-529 (2011). Offense of soliciting sexual exploitation 
of a minor -- Exploitation of a minor by electronic means.  
 (a) It is an offense for a person eighteen (18) years of age or older, by means of oral, written or 
electronic communication, electronic mail or Internet service, including webcam 
communications, directly or through another, to intentionally command, hire, persuade, induce or 
cause a minor to engage in sexual activity or simulated sexual activity that is patently offensive, 
as defined in § 39-17-1002, where such sexual activity or simulated sexual activity is observed 
by that person or by another. 
 
(b) It is unlawful for any person eighteen (18) years of age or older, directly or by means of 
electronic communication, electronic mail or Internet service, including webcam 
communications, to intentionally: 
 
(1) Engage in sexual activity, or simulated sexual activity, that is patently offensive, as defined in 
§ 39-17-1002, for the purpose of having the minor view the sexual activity or simulated sexual 
activity, including circumstances where the minor is in the presence of the person, or where the 
minor views such activity via electronic communication, including electronic mail, Internet 
service and webcam communications; 
 
(2) Display to a minor, or expose a minor to, any material containing sexual activity or simulated 
sexual activity that is patently offensive, as defined in § 39-17-1002, where the purpose of the 
display can reasonably be construed as being for the sexual arousal or gratification of the minor 
or the person displaying the material; and 
 
(3) Display to a law enforcement officer posing as a minor, and whom the person making the 
display reasonably believes to be less than eighteen (18) years of age, any material containing 
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sexual activity or simulated sexual activity that is patently offensive, as defined in § 39-17-1002, 
where the purpose of the display can reasonably be construed as being for the sexual arousal or 
gratification of the intended minor or the person displaying the material. 
 
(c) The statute of limitations for the offenses in this section shall be the applicable statute for the 
class of the offense, or until the child reaches the age of eighteen (18), whichever is greater. 
 
(d) A person is subject to prosecution in this state under this statute for any conduct that 
originates in this state, or for any conduct that originates by a person located outside this state, 
where the conduct involved a minor located in this state or the solicitation of a law enforcement 
officer posing as a minor located in this state. 
 
(e)(1) A violation of subsection (a) is a Class B felony. 
 
(2) A violation of subsection (b) is a Class E felony; provided, that, if the minor is less than 
thirteen (13) years of age, the violation is a Class C felony. 
 
 
TENN. CODE ANN. § 39-17-1005 (2011). Especially aggravated sexual 
exploitation 
(a) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly promote, employ, use, assist, transport or permit a 
minor to participate in the performance of, or in the production of, acts or material that includes 
the minor engaging in: 
 
(1) Sexual activity; or 
 
(2) Simulated sexual activity that is patently offensive. 
 
(b) A person violating subsection (a) may be charged in a separate count for each individual 
performance, image, picture, drawing, photograph, motion picture film, videocassette tape, or 
other pictorial representation. 
 
(c) In a prosecution under this section, the trier of fact may consider the title, text, visual 
representation, Internet history, physical development of the person depicted, expert medical 
testimony, expert computer forensic testimony, and any other relevant evidence, in determining 
whether a person knowingly promoted, employed, used, assisted, transported or permitted a 
minor to participate in the performance of or in the production of acts or material for these 
purposes, or in determining whether the material or image otherwise represents or depicts that a 
participant is a minor. 
 
(d) A violation of this section is a Class B felony. Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
limiting prosecution for any other sexual offense under this chapter, nor shall a joint conviction 
under this section and any other related sexual offense, even if arising out of the same conduct, 
be construed as limiting any applicable punishment, including consecutive sentencing under § 
40-35-115, or the enhancement of sentence under § 40-35-114. 
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(e) In a prosecution under this section, the state is not required to prove the actual identity or age 
of the minor. 
 
(f) A person is subject to prosecution in this state under this section for any conduct that 
originates in this state, or for any conduct that originates by a person located outside this state, 
where the person promoted, employed, assisted, transported or permitted a minor to engage in 
the performance of, or production of, acts or material within this state. 
 
 
TEXAS  
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.02 (2011). Prostitution.   
(a) A person commits an offense if he knowingly: 
 
(1) offers to engage, agrees to engage, or engages in sexual conduct for a fee; or  
 
(2) solicits another in a public place to engage with him in sexual conduct for hire.  
 
(b) An offense is established under Subsection (a)(1) whether the actor is to receive or pay a fee. 
An offense is established under Subsection (a)(2) whether the actor solicits a person to hire him 
or offers to hire the person solicited. 
 
(c) An offense under this section is a Class B misdemeanor, except that the offense is: 
 
(1) a Class A misdemeanor if the actor has previously been convicted one or two times of an 
offense under this section;  
 
(2) a state jail felony if the actor has previously been convicted three or more times of an offense 
under this section;  
 
(3) a felony of the third degree if the person solicited is 14 years of age or older and younger than 
18 years of age; or  
 
(4) a felony of the second degree if the person solicited is younger than 14 years of age.  
 
(d) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the actor engaged in the conduct that 
constitutes the offense because the actor was the victim of conduct that constitutes an offense 
under Section 20A.02. 
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.01 (2010). Definitions.  
In this subchapter: 
 
(1) “Deviate sexual intercourse” means any contact between the genitals of one person and the 
mouth or anus of another person.  
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(2) “Prostitution” means the offense defined in Section 43.02.  
 
(3) “Sexual contact” means any touching of the anus, breast, or any part of the genitals of 
another person with intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person.  
 
(4) “Sexual conduct” includes deviate sexual intercourse, sexual contact, and sexual intercourse.  
 
(5) “Sexual intercourse” means any penetration of the female sex organ by the male sex organ.  
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.03 (2011).  Promotion of Prostitution. 
(a) A person commits an offense if, acting other than as a prostitute receiving compensation for 
personally rendered prostitution services, he or she knowingly: 
 
(1) receives money or other property pursuant to an agreement to participate in the proceeds of 
prostitution; or  
 
(2) solicits another to engage in sexual conduct with another person for compensation.  
 
(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor. 
 
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.04 (2011).  Aggravated Promotion of Prostitution. 
(a) A person commits an offense if he knowingly owns, invests in, finances, controls, supervises, 
or manages a prostitution enterprise that uses two or more prostitutes. 
 
(b) An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree. 
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.05 (2011). Compelling Prostitution.  
(a) A person commits an offense if the person knowingly: 
 
(1) causes another by force, threat, or fraud to commit prostitution; or  
 
(2) causes by any means a child younger than 18 years to commit prostitution, regardless of 
whether the actor knows the age of the child at the time the actor commits the offense.  
 
(b) An offense under Subsection (a)(1) is a felony of the second degree. An offense under 
Subsection (a)(2) is a felony of the first degree. 
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 15.031 (2011). Criminal Solicitation of a Minor.  
(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent that an offense listed by Section 3g(a)(1), Article 
42.12, Code of Criminal Procedure, be committed, the person requests, commands, or attempts 
to induce a minor to engage in specific conduct that, under the circumstances surrounding the 
actor's conduct as the actor believes them to be, would constitute an offense listed by Section 
3g(a)(1), Article 42.12, or make the minor a party to the commission of an offense listed by 
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Section 3g(a)(1), Article 42.12. 
 
(b) A person commits an offense if, with intent that an offense under Section 20A.02(a)(7) or (8), 
21.02, 21.11, 22.011, 22.021, 43.02, 43.05(a)(2), or 43.25 be committed, the person by any 
means requests, commands, or attempts to induce a minor or another whom the person believes 
to be a minor to engage in specific conduct that, under the circumstances surrounding the actor's 
conduct as the actor believes them to be, would constitute an offense under one of those sections 
or would make the minor or other believed by the person to be a minor a party to the commission 
of an offense under one of those sections. 
 
(c) A person may not be convicted under this section on the uncorroborated testimony of the 
minor allegedly solicited unless the solicitation is made under circumstances strongly 
corroborative of both the solicitation itself and the actor's intent that the minor act on the 
solicitation. 
 
(d) It is no defense to prosecution under this section that: 
 
(1) the minor solicited is not criminally responsible for the offense solicited;  
 
(2) the minor solicited has been acquitted, has not been prosecuted or convicted, has been 
convicted of a different offense or of a different type or class of offense, or is immune from 
prosecution;  
 
(3) the actor belongs to a class of persons that by definition of the offense solicited is legally 
incapable of committing the offense in an individual capacity; or  
 
(4) the offense solicited was actually committed.  
 
(e) An offense under this section is one category lower than the solicited offense, except that an 
offense under this section is the same category as the solicited offense if it is shown on the trial 
of the offense that the actor: 
 
(1) was at the time of the offense 17 years of age or older and a member of a criminal street 
gang, as defined by Section 71.01; and  
 
(2) committed the offense with the intent to:  
 
(A) further the criminal activities of the criminal street gang; or  
 
(B) avoid detection as a member of a criminal street gang.  
 
(f) In this section, “minor” means an individual younger than 17 years of age. 
 
TEX. PENAL CODE ANN. § 43.251 (2011).  Employment Harmful to Children  
(a) In this section: 
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(1) “Child” means a person younger than 18 years of age.  
 
(2) “Massage” has the meaning assigned to the term “massage therapy” by Section 455.001, 
Occupations Code.  
 
(3) “Massage establishment” has the meaning assigned by Section 455.001, Occupations Code.  
 
(4) “Nude” means a child who is:  
 
(A) entirely unclothed; or  
 
(B) clothed in a manner that leaves uncovered or visible through less than fully opaque clothing 
any portion of the breasts below the top of the areola of the breasts, if the child is female, or any 
portion of the genitals or buttocks.  
 
(5) “Sexually oriented commercial activity” means a massage establishment, nude studio, 
modeling studio, love parlor, or other similar commercial enterprise the primary business of 
which is the offering of a service that is intended to provide sexual stimulation or sexual 
gratification to the customer.  
 
(6) “Topless” means a female child clothed in a manner that leaves uncovered or visible through 
less than fully opaque clothing any portion of her breasts below the top of the areola.  
 
(b) A person commits an offense if the person employs, authorizes, or induces a child to work: 
 
(1) in a sexually oriented commercial activity; or  
 
(2) in any place of business permitting, requesting, or requiring a child to work nude or topless.  
 
 
<Text of subsec. (c), as amended by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., ch. 515 (H.B. 2014), § 4.03>  
 
(c) An offense under this section is a felony of the second degree, except that the offense is a 
felony of the first degree if the child is younger than 14 years of age at the time the offense is 
committed . 
 
 
<Text of subsec. (c), as amended by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., ch. 938 (H.B. 290), § 1>  
 
(c) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor, except that the offense is: 
 
(1) a state jail felony if it is shown on the trial of the offense that the defendant has been 
previously convicted one time of an offense under this section; and  
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(2) a felony of the third degree if it is shown on the trial of the offense that the defendant has 
been previously convicted two or more times of an offense under this section.  
 
 
UTAH  
 
UTAH CODE ANN. § 76-10-1302 (2011).  Prostitution 
(1) A person is guilty of prostitution when: 
 
(a) he engages in any sexual activity with another person for a fee;  
 
(b) is an inmate of a house of prostitution; or  
 
(c) loiters in or within view of any public place for the purpose of being hired to engage in sexual 
activity.  
 
(2) Prostitution is a class B misdemeanor. However, any person who is convicted a second time, 
and on all subsequent convictions, under this section or under a local ordinance adopted in 
compliance with Section 76-10-1307 is guilty of a class A misdemeanor, except as provided in 
Section 76-10-1309. 
 
UTAH CODE ANN. § 76-10-1301 (2011).  Definitions 
For the purposes of this part: 
 
(1) “House of prostitution” means a place where prostitution or promotion of prostitution is 
regularly carried on by one or more persons under the control, management, or supervision of 
another. 
 
(2) “Inmate” means a person who engages in prostitution in or through the agency of a house of 
prostitution. 
 
(3) “Public place” means any place to which the public or any substantial group of the public has 
access. 
 
(4) “Sexual activity” means acts of masturbation, sexual intercourse, or any sexual act involving 
the genitals of one person and the mouth or anus of another person, regardless of the sex of either 
participant. 
 
UTAH CODE ANN. § 76-10-1305 (2011).  Exploiting prostitution 
(1) A person is guilty of exploiting prostitution if he: 
 
(a) procures an inmate for a house of prostitution or place in a house of prostitution for one who 
would be an inmate;  
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(b) encourages, induces, or otherwise purposely causes another to become or remain a prostitute;  
 
(c) transports a person into or within this state with a purpose to promote that person's engaging 
in prostitution or procuring or paying for transportation with that purpose;  
 
(d) not being a child or legal dependent of a prostitute, shares the proceeds of prostitution with a 
prostitute pursuant to their understanding that he is to share therein; or  
 
(e) owns, controls, manages, supervises, or otherwise keeps, alone or in association with another, 
a house of prostitution or a prostitution business.  
 
(2) Exploiting prostitution is a felony of the third degree. 
 
 
UTAH CODE ANN. § 76-10-1306 (2011). Aggravated exploitation of prostitution.  
(1) A person is guilty of aggravated exploitation if: 
 
(a) in committing an act of exploiting prostitution, as defined in Section 76-10-1305, he uses any 
force, threat, or fear against any person; or  
 
(b) the person procured, transported, or persuaded or with whom he shares the proceeds of 
prostitution is under 18 years of age or is the wife of the actor.  
 
(2) Aggravated exploitation of prostitution is a felony of the second degree. 
 
 
 
 
UTAH CODE ANN. § 76-5-404.1 (2011).  Sexual abuse of a child –Aggravated 
abuse of a child 
(1) As used in this section, “child” means a person under the age of 14. 
 
(2) A person commits sexual abuse of a child if, under circumstances not amounting to rape of a 
child, object rape of a child, sodomy upon a child, or an attempt to commit any of these offenses, 
the actor touches the anus, buttocks, or genitalia of any child, the breast of a female child, or 
otherwise takes indecent liberties with a child, or causes a child to take indecent liberties with the 
actor or another with intent to cause substantial emotional or bodily pain to any person or with 
the intent to arouse or gratify the sexual desire of any person regardless of the sex of any 
participant. 
 
(3) Sexual abuse of a child is punishable as a second degree felony. 
 
(4) A person commits aggravated sexual abuse of a child when in conjunction with the offense 
described in Subsection (2) any of the following circumstances have been charged and admitted 
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or found true in the action for the offense: 
 
(a) the offense was committed by the use of a dangerous weapon as defined in Section 76-1-601, 
or by force, duress, violence, intimidation, coercion, menace, or threat of harm, or was 
committed during the course of a kidnaping;  
 
(b) the accused caused bodily injury or severe psychological injury to the victim during or as a 
result of the offense;  
 
(c) the accused was a stranger to the victim or made friends with the victim for the purpose of 
committing the offense;  
 
(d) the accused used, showed, or displayed pornography or caused the victim to be photographed 
in a lewd condition during the course of the offense;  
 
(e) the accused, prior to sentencing for this offense, was previously convicted of any felony, or of 
a misdemeanor involving a sexual offense;  
 
(f) the accused committed the same or similar sexual act upon two or more victims at the same 
time or during the same course of conduct;  
 
(g) the accused committed, in Utah or elsewhere, more than five separate acts, which if 
committed in Utah would constitute an offense described in this chapter, and were committed at 
the same time, or during the same course of conduct, or before or after the instant offense;  
 
(h) the offense was committed by a person who occupied a position of special trust in relation to 
the victim; “position of special trust” means that position occupied by a person in a position of 
authority, who, by reason of that position is able to exercise undue influence over the victim, and 
includes, but is not limited to, a youth leader or recreational leader who is an adult, adult athletic 
manager, adult coach, teacher, counselor, religious leader, doctor, employer, foster parent, baby-
sitter, adult scout leader, natural parent, stepparent, adoptive parent, legal guardian, grandparent, 
aunt, uncle, or adult cohabitant of a parent;  
 
(i) the accused encouraged, aided, allowed, or benefitted from acts of prostitution or sexual acts 
by the victim with any other person, or sexual performance by the victim before any other 
person; or  
 
(j) the accused caused the penetration, however slight, of the genital or anal opening of the child 
by any part or parts of the human body other than the genitals or mouth.  
 
(5) Aggravated sexual abuse of a child is a first degree felony punishable by a term of 
imprisonment of: 
 
(a) except as provided in Subsection (5)(b), (5)(c), or (6), not less than 15 years and which may 
be for life;  
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(b) except as provided in Subsection (5)(c) or (6), life without parole, if the trier of fact finds that 
during the course of the commission of the aggravated sexual abuse of a child the defendant 
caused serious bodily injury to another; or  
 
(c) life without parole, if the trier of fact finds that at the time of the commission of the 
aggravated sexual abuse of a child, the defendant was previously convicted of a grievous sexual 
offense.  
 
(6) If, when imposing a sentence under Subsection (5)(a) or (b), a court finds that a lesser term 
than the term described in Subsection (5)(a) or (b) is in the interests of justice and states the 
reasons for this finding on the record, the court may impose a term of imprisonment of not less 
than: 
 
(a) for purposes of Subsection (5)(b), 15 years and which may be for life; or  
 
(b) for purposes of Subsection (5)(a) or (b):  
 
(i) 10 years and which may be for life; or  
 
(ii) six years and which may be for life.  
 
(7) The provisions of Subsection (6) do not apply when a person is sentenced under Subsection 
(5)(c). 
 
(8) Imprisonment under this section is mandatory in accordance with Section 76-3-406. 
 
 
 
 
VERMONT  
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 2632 (2011). Prohibited acts 
(a) A person shall not: 
 
(1) Occupy a place, structure, building or conveyance for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness or 
assignation;  
 
(2) Knowingly permit a place, structure, building or conveyance owned by the person or under 
the person's control to be used for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
 
(3) Receive or offer, or agree to receive, a person into a place, structure, building or conveyance 
for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
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(4) Permit a person to remain in a place, structure, building or conveyance for the purpose of 
prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
 
(5) Direct, take or transport or offer or agree to take or transport a person to a place, structure, 
building or conveyance or to any other person knowingly, or with reasonable cause to know that 
the purpose of such directing, taking or transporting is prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
 
(6) Procure or solicit or offer to procure or solicit a person for the purpose of prostitution, 
lewdness or assignation;  
 
(7) Reside in, enter or remain in a place, structure or building or enter or remain in a conveyance 
for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness or assignation;  
 
(8) Engage in prostitution, lewdness or assignation; or  
 
(9) Aid or abet prostitution, lewdness or assignation, by any means whatsoever.  
 
(b) A person who violates a provision of subsection (a) of this section shall be fined not more 
than $100.00 or may be imprisoned not more than one year. For a second offense such person 
shall be imprisoned for not more than three years. 
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 2631 (2011).  Definitions 
 (1) The term “prostitution” shall be construed to include the offering or receiving of the body for 
sexual intercourse for hire and shall also be construed to include the offering or receiving of the 
body for indiscriminate sexual intercourse without hire. 
 
(2) The term “lewdness” shall be construed to mean open and gross lewdness. 
 
(3) The term “assignation” shall be construed to include the making of an appointment or 
engagement for prostitution or lewdness as defined in this section. 
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 2636 (2011).  Unlawful procurement 
(a) A person shall not: 
 
(1) Induce, entice, procure or compel a person, for the purpose of prostitution or for any other 
immoral purposes, to enter a house of prostitution;  
 
(2) Receive money or other valuable consideration for or on account of placing a person in a 
house of prostitution;  
 
(3) Pay money or other valuable consideration to procure a person for the purpose of placing 
such person for immoral purposes in a house of prostitution, with or without the person's 
consent; or  
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(4) Knowingly receive money or other valuable thing for or on account of procuring or placing a 
person in a house of prostitution for immoral purposes, with or without the person's consent.  
 
(b) A person violating a provision hereof shall be punished as provided in section 2635 of this 
title. 
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 1301 (2011). Contributing to juvenile delinquency  
A person who causes, encourages, or contributes to the delinquency of a minor shall be 
imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than $2,000.00, or both. 
 
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 2635 (2011). Slave traffic  
 (a) A person shall not: 
 
(1) Induce, entice or procure a person to come into the state or to go from the state for the 
purpose of prostitution or for any immoral purpose or to enter a house of prostitution in the state;  
 
(2) Wilfully or knowingly aid such person in obtaining transportation to or within the state for 
such purposes;  
 
(3) Place a person in the charge or custody of another person for immoral purposes or in a house 
of prostitution;  
 
(4) Induce, entice, procure or compel such person to reside in a house of prostitution; or  
 
(5) Induce, entice, procure or compel such person to live a life of prostitution.  
 
(b) A person violating a provision hereof shall be imprisoned not more than ten years nor less 
than one year or fined not more than $2,000.00 nor less than $200.00, or both. 
 
 
 
VT. STAT. ANN. tit. 13 § 2652 (2011). Human trafficking  
(a) No person shall knowingly: 
 
(1) recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain by any means a person under the age of 
18 for the purpose of having the person engage in a commercial sex act;  
 
(2) recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain a person through force, fraud, or coercion 
for the purpose of having the person engage in a commercial sex act;  
 
(3) compel a person through force, fraud, or coercion to engage in a commercial sex act;  
 
(4) benefit financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture, knowing 
that force, fraud, or coercion was or will be used to compel any person to engage in a 
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commercial sex act as part of the venture;  
 
(5) subject a person to labor servitude;  
 
(6) recruit, entice, harbor, transport, provide, or obtain a person for the purpose of subjecting the 
person to labor servitude; or  
 
(7) benefit financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture, knowing 
that a person will be subject to labor servitude as part of the venture.  
 
(b) A person who violates subsection (a) of this section shall be imprisoned for a term up to and 
including life or fined not more than $500,000.00, or both. 
 
(c)(1)(A) A person who is a victim of sex trafficking in violation of subdivisions 2652(a)(1)-(4) 
of this title shall not be found in violation of or be the subject of a delinquency petition based on 
chapter 59 (lewdness and prostitution) or 63 (obscenity) of this title for any conduct committed 
as a victim of sex trafficking. 
 
(B) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person under the age of 18 shall be immune 
from prosecution in the criminal division of the superior court for a violation of section 2632 of 
this title (prohibited acts; prostitution), but may be treated as a juvenile under chapter 52 of Title 
33 or referred to the department for children and families for treatment under chapter 53 of Title 
33.  
 
(2) If a person who is a victim of sex trafficking in violation of subdivisions 2652(a)(1)-(4) of 
this title is prosecuted for any offense or is the subject of any delinquency petition other than a 
violation of chapter 59 (lewdness and prostitution) or 63 (obscenity) of this title which arises out 
of the sex trafficking or benefits the sex trafficker, the person may raise as an affirmative defense 
that he or she committed the offense as a result of force, fraud, or coercion by a sex trafficker.  
 
(d) In a prosecution for a violation of this section, the victim's alleged consent to the human 
trafficking is immaterial and shall not be admitted. 
 
(e) If a person who is a victim of human trafficking is under 18 years of age at the time of the 
offense, the state may treat the person as the subject of a child in need of care or supervision 
proceeding. 
 
 
VIRGINIA  
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-346 (2011). Being a prostitute or prostitution 
A. Any person who, for money or its equivalent, commits adultery, fornication or any act in 
violation of § 18.2-361, or offers to commit adultery, fornication or any act in violation of § 
18.2-361 and thereafter does any substantial act in furtherance thereof, shall be guilty of being a 
prostitute, or prostitution, which shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
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B. Any person who offers money or its equivalent to another for the purpose of engaging in 
sexual acts as enumerated above and thereafter does any substantial act in furtherance thereof 
shall be guilty of solicitation of prostitution and shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-348 (2011).  Aiding prostitution or illicit sexual 
intercourse 
It shall be unlawful for any person or any officer, employee or agent of any firm, association or 
corporation, with knowledge of, or good reason to believe, the immoral purpose of such visit, to 
take or transport or assist in taking or transporting, or offer to take or transport on foot or in any 
way, any person to a place, whether within or without any building or structure, used or to be 
used for the purpose of lewdness, assignation or prostitution within this Commonwealth; or 
procure or assist in procuring for the purpose of illicit sexual intercourse, or any act violative of § 
18.2-361, or to give any information or direction to any person with intent to enable such person 
to commit an act of prostitution. 
 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-355 (2011). Taking, detaining, etc., person for 
prostitution, etc., or consenting thereto.  
Any person who: 
 
(1) For purposes of prostitution or unlawful sexual intercourse, takes any person into, or 
persuades, encourages or causes any person to enter, a bawdy place, or takes or causes such 
person to be taken to any place against his or her will for such purposes; or, 
 
(2) Takes or detains a person against his or her will with the intent to compel such person, by 
force, threats, persuasions, menace or duress, to marry him or her or to marry any other person, 
or to be defiled; or, 
 
(3) Being parent, guardian, legal custodian or one standing in loco parentis of a person, consents 
to such person being taken or detained by any person for the purpose of prostitution or unlawful 
sexual intercourse; is guilty of pandering, and shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony. 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-356 (2011).  Receiving money for procuring person 
Any person who receives any money or other valuable thing for or on account of (i) procuring 
for or placing in a house of prostitution or elsewhere any person for the purpose of causing such 
person to engage in unlawful sexual intercourse or any act in violation of § 18.2-361 or (ii) 
causing any person to engage in forced labor or services, concubinage, prostitution, or the 
manufacture of any obscene material or child pornography shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony. 
 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-357 (2011).  Receiving money from earnings of male or 
female prostitute 
Any person who shall knowingly receive any money or other valuable thing from the earnings of 
any male or female engaged in prostitution, except for a consideration deemed good and valuable 
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in law, shall be guilty of pandering, punishable as a Class 4 felony. 
 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-48 (2011).  Abduction with intent to extort money or 
immoral purpose 
Abduction (i) of any person with the intent to extort money or pecuniary benefit, (ii) of any 
person with intent to defile such person, (iii) of any child under sixteen years of age for the 
purpose of concubinage or prostitution, (iv) of any person for the purpose of prostitution, or (v) 
of any minor for the purpose of manufacturing child pornography shall be punishable as a Class 
2 felony. If the sentence imposed for a violation of (ii), (iii), (iv), or (v) includes a term of 
confinement less than life imprisonment, the judge shall impose, in addition to any active 
sentence, a suspended sentence of no less than 40 years. This suspended sentence shall be 
suspended for the remainder of the defendant's life subject to revocation by the court. 
 
VA. CODE ANN. § 18.2-49 (2011). Threatening, attempting or assisting in such 
abduction.  
Any person who (1) threatens, or attempts, to abduct any other person with intent to extort 
money, or pecuniary benefit, or (2) assists or aids in the abduction of, or threatens to abduct, any 
person with the intent to defile such person, or (3) assists or aids in the abduction of, or threatens 
to abduct, any female under sixteen years of age for the purpose of concubinage or prostitution, 
shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony 
 
 
WASHINGTON  
 
WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 9A.88.030 (2011). Prostitution 
(1) A person is guilty of prostitution if such person engages or agrees or offers to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for a fee. 
 
(2) For purposes of this section, “sexual conduct” means “sexual intercourse” or “sexual 
contact,” both as defined in chapter 9A.44 RCW. 
 
(3) Prostitution is a misdemeanor.  
 
WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 13.40.070 (2011).  Complaints –Screening—Filing 
information—Diversion—Modification of community supervision—Notice to 
parent or guardian—Probation counselor acting for prosecutor—Referral to 
mediation or reconciliation programs 
(1) Complaints referred to the juvenile court alleging the commission of an offense shall be 
referred directly to the prosecutor. The prosecutor, upon receipt of a complaint, shall screen the 
complaint to determine whether: 
 
(a) The alleged facts bring the case within the jurisdiction of the court; and 
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(b) On a basis of available evidence there is probable cause to believe that the juvenile did 
commit the offense. 
 
(2) If the identical alleged acts constitute an offense under both the law of this state and an 
ordinance of any city or county of this state, state law shall govern the prosecutor's screening and 
charging decision for both filed and diverted cases. 
 
(3) If the requirements of subsections (1)(a) and (b) of this section are met, the prosecutor shall 
either file an information in juvenile court or divert the case, as set forth in subsections (5), (6), 
and (8) of this section. If the prosecutor finds that the requirements of subsection (1)(a) and (b) 
of this section are not met, the prosecutor shall maintain a record, for one year, of such decision 
and the reasons therefor. In lieu of filing an information or diverting an offense a prosecutor may 
file a motion to modify community supervision where such offense constitutes a violation of 
community supervision. 
 
(4) An information shall be a plain, concise, and definite written statement of the essential facts 
constituting the offense charged. It shall be signed by the prosecuting attorney and conform to 
chapter 10.37 RCW. 
 
(5) Except as provided in RCW 13.40.213 and subsection (7) of this section, where a case is 
legally sufficient, the prosecutor shall file an information with the juvenile court if: 
 
(a) An alleged offender is accused of a class A felony, a class B felony, an attempt to commit a 
class B felony, a class C felony listed in RCW 9.94A.411(2) as a crime against persons or listed 
in RCW 9A.46.060 as a crime of harassment, or a class C felony that is a violation of RCW 
9.41.080 or 9.41.040(2)(a)(iii); or 
 
(b) An alleged offender is accused of a felony and has a criminal history of any felony, or at least 
two gross misdemeanors, or at least two misdemeanors; or 
 
(c) An alleged offender has previously been committed to the department; or 
 
(d) An alleged offender has been referred by a diversion unit for prosecution or desires 
prosecution instead of diversion; or 
 
(e) An alleged offender has two or more diversion agreements on the alleged offender's criminal 
history; or 
 
(f) A special allegation has been filed that the offender or an accomplice was armed with a 
firearm when the offense was committed. 
 
(6) Where a case is legally sufficient the prosecutor shall divert the case if the alleged offense is 
a misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor or violation and the alleged offense is the offender's first 
offense or violation. If the alleged offender is charged with a related offense that must or may be 
filed under subsections (5) and (8) of this section, a case under this subsection may also be filed. 
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(7) Where a case is legally sufficient to charge an alleged offender with either prostitution or 
prostitution loitering and the alleged offense is the offender's first prostitution or prostitution 
loitering offense, the prosecutor shall divert the case. 
 
(8) Where a case is legally sufficient and falls into neither subsection (5) nor (6) of this section, it 
may be filed or diverted. In deciding whether to file or divert an offense under this section the 
prosecutor shall be guided only by the length, seriousness, and recency of the alleged offender's 
criminal history and the circumstances surrounding the commission of the alleged offense. 
 
(9) Whenever a juvenile is placed in custody or, where not placed in custody, referred to a 
diversion interview, the parent or legal guardian of the juvenile shall be notified as soon as 
possible concerning the allegation made against the juvenile and the current status of the 
juvenile. Where a case involves victims of crimes against persons or victims whose property has 
not been recovered at the time a juvenile is referred to a diversion unit, the victim shall be 
notified of the referral and informed how to contact the unit. 
 
(10) The responsibilities of the prosecutor under subsections (1) through (9) of this section may 
be performed by a juvenile court probation counselor for any complaint referred to the court 
alleging the commission of an offense which would not be a felony if committed by an adult, if 
the prosecutor has given sufficient written notice to the juvenile court that the prosecutor will not 
review such complaints. 
 
(11) The prosecutor, juvenile court probation counselor, or diversion unit may, in exercising their 
authority under this section or RCW 13.40.080, refer juveniles to mediation or victim offender 
reconciliation programs. Such mediation or victim offender reconciliation programs shall be 
voluntary for victims. 
 
 
WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 13.40.213 (2011).  Juveniles alleged to have 
committed offenses of prostitution or prostitution loitering—Diversion 
(1) When a juvenile is alleged to have committed the offenses of prostitution or prostitution 
loitering, and the allegation, if proved, would not be the juvenile’s first offense, a prosecutor may 
divert the offense if the county in which the offense is alleged to have been committed has a 
comprehensive program that provides: 
 
(a) Safe and stable housing; 
 
(b) Comprehensive on-site case management; 
 
(c) Integrated mental health and chemical dependency services, including specialized trauma 
recovery services; 
 
(d) Education and employment training delivered on-site; and 
 
(e) Referrals to off-site specialized services, as appropriate. 
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(2) A prosecutor may divert a case for prostitution or prostitution loitering into the 
comprehensive program described in this section, notwithstanding the filing criteria set forth in 
RCW 13.40.070(5). 
 
(3) A diversion agreement under this section may extend to twelve months. 
 
(4)(a) The administrative office of the courts shall compile data regarding: 
 
(i) The number of juveniles whose cases are diverted into the comprehensive program described 
in this section; 
 
(ii) Whether the juveniles complete their diversion agreements under this section; and 
 
(iii) Whether juveniles whose cases have been diverted under this section have been 
subsequently arrested or committed subsequent offenses. 
 
(b) An annual report of the data compiled shall be provided to the governor and the appropriate 
committee of the legislature. The first report is due by November 1, 2010. 
 
WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 9.68A.101 (2011). Promoting commercial sexual 
abuse of a minor -- Penalty  
(1) A person is guilty of promoting commercial sexual abuse of a minor if he or she knowingly 
advances commercial sexual abuse of a minor or profits from a minor engaged in sexual conduct. 
 
(2) Promoting commercial sexual abuse of a minor is a class A felony. 
 
(3) For the purposes of this section: 
 
(a) A person “advances commercial sexual abuse of a minor” if, acting other than as a minor 
receiving compensation for personally rendered sexual conduct or as a person engaged in 
commercial sexual abuse of a minor, he or she causes or aids a person to commit or engage in 
commercial sexual abuse of a minor, procures or solicits customers for commercial sexual abuse 
of a minor, provides persons or premises for the purposes of engaging in commercial sexual 
abuse of a minor, operates or assists in the operation of a house or enterprise for the purposes of 
engaging in commercial sexual abuse of a minor, or engages in any other conduct designed to 
institute, aid, cause, assist, or facilitate an act or enterprise of commercial sexual abuse of a 
minor. 
 
(b) A person “profits from commercial sexual abuse of a minor” if, acting other than as a minor 
receiving compensation for personally rendered sexual conduct, he or she accepts or receives 
money or other property pursuant to an agreement or understanding with any person whereby he 
or she participates or will participate in the proceeds of commercial sexual abuse of a minor. 
 
(4) For purposes of this section, “sexual conduct” means sexual intercourse or sexual contact, 
both as defined in chapter 9A.44 RCW. 
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WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 9.68A.102 (2011). Promoting travel for commercial 
sexual abuse of a minor -- Penalty  
(1) A person commits the offense of promoting travel for commercial sexual abuse of a minor if 
he or she knowingly sells or offers to sell travel services that include or facilitate travel for the 
purpose of engaging in what would be commercial sexual abuse of a minor or promoting 
commercial sexual abuse of a minor, if occurring in this state. 
 
(2) Promoting travel for commercial sexual abuse of a minor is a class C felony. 
 
(3) For purposes of this section, “travel services” has the same meaning as defined in RCW 
19.138.021. 
 
 
WASH. REV. CODE ANN. § 9.68A.040 (2011).  Sexual exploitation of a minor – 
Elements of crime – Penalty 
(1) A person is guilty of sexual exploitation of a minor if the person: 
 
(a) Compels a minor by threat or force to engage in sexually explicit conduct, knowing that such 
conduct will be photographed or part of a live performance; 
 
(b) Aids, invites, employs, authorizes, or causes a minor to engage in sexually explicit conduct, 
knowing that such conduct will be photographed or part of a live performance; or 
 
(c) Being a parent, legal guardian, or person having custody or control of a minor, permits the 
minor to engage in sexually explicit conduct, knowing that the conduct will be photographed or 
part of a live performance. 
 
(2) Sexual exploitation of a minor is a class B felony punishable under chapter 9A.20 RCW. 
 
 
WEST VIRGINIA  
 
W. VA. CODE § 61-8-5 (2011).  Houses of ill fame and assignation; penalties; 
jurisdiction of courts 
(a) Any person who shall keep, set up, maintain, or operate any house, place, building, hotel, 
tourist camp, other structure, or part thereof, or vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance for the 
purpose of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; or who shall own any place, house, hotel, 
tourist camp, other structure, or part thereof, or trailer or other conveyance knowing the same to 
be used for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, or who shall let, sublet, or rent 
any such place, premises, or conveyance to another with knowledge or good reason to know of 
the intention of the lessee or rentee to use such place, premises, or conveyance for prostitution, 
lewdness, or assignation; or who shall offer, or offer to secure, another for the purpose of 
prostitution, or for any other lewd or indecent act; or who shall receive or offer or agree to 



 162 

receive any person into any house, place, building, hotel, tourist camp, or other structure, or 
vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance for the purpose of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, or 
to permit any person to remain there for such purpose; or who for another or others shall direct, 
take, or transport, or offer or agree to take or transport, or aid or assist in transporting, any person 
to any house, place, building, hotel, tourist camp, other structure, vehicle, trailer, or other 
conveyance, or to any other person with knowledge or having reasonable cause to believe that 
the purpose of such directing, taking, or transporting is prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; or 
who shall aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any acts herein prohibited, shall, upon 
conviction for the first offense under this section, be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
for a period not less than six months nor more than one year, and by a fine of not less than one 
hundred dollars and not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars, and upon conviction for any 
subsequent offense under this section shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a 
period of not less than one year nor more than five years. 
 
(b) Any person who shall engage in prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, or who shall solicit, 
induce, entice, or procure another to commit an act of prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; or 
who shall reside in, enter, or remain in any house, place, building, hotel, tourist camp, or other 
structure, or enter or remain in any vehicle, trailer, or other conveyance for the purpose of 
prostitution, lewdness, or assignation; or who shall aid, abet, or participate in the doing of any of 
the acts herein prohibited, shall, upon conviction for the first offense under this section, be 
punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not less than sixty days nor more 
than six months, and by a fine of not less than fifty dollars and not to exceed one hundred 
dollars; and upon conviction for the second offense under this section, be punished by 
imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not less than six months nor more than one year, 
and by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars and not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars, 
and upon conviction for any subsequent offense under this section shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the penitentiary for not less than one year nor more than three years. 
 
The subsequent offense provision shall apply only to the pimp, panderer, solicitor, operator or 
any person benefiting financially or otherwise from the earnings of a prostitute. 
 
(c) All leases and agreements, oral or written, for letting, subletting, or renting any house, place, 
building, hotel, tourist camp, or other structure which is used for the purpose of prostitution, 
lewdness, or assignation, shall be void from and after the date any person who is a party to such 
an agreement shall be convicted of an offense hereunder. The term “tourist camp” shall include 
any temporary or permanent buildings, tents, cabins, or structures, or trailers, or other vehicles 
which are maintained, offered, or used for dwelling or sleeping quarters for pay. 
 
(d) In the trial of any person, charged with a violation of any of the provisions of this section, 
testimony concerning the reputation or character of any house, place, building, hotel, tourist 
camp, or other structure, and of the person or persons who reside in or frequent same, and of the 
defendant or defendants, shall be admissible in evidence in support of the charge. Justices of the 
peace shall have concurrent jurisdiction with circuit, intermediate, and criminal courts to try and 
determine the misdemeanors set forth and described in this section. 
 
 



 163 

W. VA. CODE § 61-2-14 (2011). Abduction of person; kidnapping or concealing 
child; penalties.  
(a) Any person who takes away another person, or detains another person against such person's 
will, with intent to marry or defile the person, or to cause the person to be married or defiled by 
another person; or takes away a child under the age of sixteen years from any person having 
lawful charge of such child, for the purpose of prostitution or concubinage, shall be guilty of a 
felony, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than three nor 
more than ten years. 
 
(b) Any person, other than the father or mother, who illegally, or for any unlawful, improper or 
immoral purpose other than the purposes stated in subsection (a) of this section or section 
fourteen-a or fourteen-c of this article, seizes, takes or secretes a child under sixteen years of age, 
from the person or persons having lawful charge of such child, shall be guilty of a felony, and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than one nor more than ten 
years. 
 
 
W. VA. CODE § 61-8-6 (2011). Detention of person in place of prostitution; 
penalty.  
Whoever shall by any means keep, hold, detain or restrain any person in a house of prostitution 
or other place where prostitution is practiced or allowed; or whoever shall, directly or indirectly, 
keep, hold, detain or restrain, or attempt to keep, hold, detain or restrain, in any house of 
prostitution or other place where prostitution is practiced or allowed, any person by any means, 
for the purpose of compelling such person, directly or indirectly, to pay, liquidate or cancel any 
debt, dues or obligations incurred or said to have been incurred by such person shall, upon 
conviction for the first offense under this section, be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
for a period of not less than six months nor more than one year, and by a fine of not less than one 
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, and upon conviction for any subsequent offense 
under this section shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for not less than one nor 
more than three years: Provided, That in any offense under this section where the person so kept, 
held, detained or restrained is a minor, any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a felony, and, upon conviction, shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than two 
years nor more than five years or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 
 
W. VA. CODE § 61-8-7 (2011). Procuring for house of prostitution; penalty; 
venue; competency as witness; marriage no defense.  
Any person who shall procure an inmate for a house of prostitution, or who, by promises, threats, 
violence, or by any device or scheme, shall cause, induce, persuade or encourage a person to 
become an inmate of a house of prostitution, or shall procure a place as inmate in a house of 
prostitution for a person; or any person who shall, by promises, threats, violence, or by any 
device or scheme cause, induce, persuade or encourage an inmate of a house of prostitution to 
remain therein as such inmate; or any person who shall, by fraud or artifice, or by duress of 
person or goods, or by abuse of any position of confidence or authority, procure any person to 
become an inmate of a house of ill fame, or to enter any place in which prostitution is 
encouraged or allowed within this state, or to come into or leave this state for the purpose of 



 164 

prostitution, or who shall procure any person to become an inmate of a house of ill fame within 
this state or to come into or leave this state for the purpose of prostitution; or shall receive or 
give or agree to receive or give any money or thing of value for procuring or attempting to 
procure any person to become an inmate of a house of ill fame within this state, or to come into 
or leave this state for the purpose of prostitution, shall be guilty of pandering, and, upon a first 
conviction for an offense under this section, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
for a period of not less than six months nor more than one year, and by a fine of not less than one 
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, and upon conviction for any subsequent offense 
under this section shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a period of not less 
than one nor more than five years: Provided, That where the inmate referred to in this section is a 
minor, any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than two years nor more than five years 
or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 
It shall not be a defense to prosecution for any of the acts prohibited in this section that any part 
of such act or acts shall have been committed outside of this state, and the offense shall in such 
case be deemed and alleged to have been committed and the offender tried and punished in any 
county in which the prostitution was intended to be practiced, or in which the offense was 
consummated, or any overt act in furtherance of the offense was committed. 
Any such person shall be a competent witness in any prosecution under this section to testify for 
or against the accused as to any transaction, or as to conversation with the accused, or by the 
accused with another person or persons in his or her presence, notwithstanding his or her having 
married the accused before or after the violation of any of the provisions of this section, whether 
called as a witness during the existence of the marriage or after its dissolution. The act or state of 
marriage shall not be a defense to any violation of this section. 
 
W. VA. CODE § 61-8-8 (2011). Receiving support from prostitution; pimping; 
penalty; prostitute may testify.  
Any person who, knowing another person to be a prostitute, shall live or derive support or 
maintenance, in whole or in part, from the earnings or proceeds of the prostitution of such 
prostitute, or from money loaned or advanced to or charged against such prostitution by any 
keeper or manager or inmate of a house or other place where prostitution is practiced or allowed, 
or shall tout or receive compensation for touting for such prostitution, shall be guilty of pimping, 
and, upon the first conviction for such offense, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a period of not less than six months nor more than one year, and by a fine of not less than 
one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars; and, upon a conviction for any subsequent 
offense hereunder, shall be punished by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a period of not less 
than one nor more than three years: Provided, That where the prostitute referred to in this section 
is a minor, any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a felony, and, 
upon conviction shall be confined in the penitentiary not less than two years or fined not more 
than five thousand dollars, or both. A prostitute shall be a competent witness in any prosecution 
hereunder to testify for or against the accused as to any transaction or conversation with the 
accused, or by the accused with another person or persons in the presence of the prostitute, even 
if the prostitute may have married the accused before or after the violation of any of the 
provisions of this section, whether called as a witness during the existence of the marriage or 
after its dissolution. 
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WISCONSIN  
 
WIS. STAT. ANN. § 944.30 (2011).  Prostitution 
 
Any person who intentionally does any of the following is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor: 
 
(1) Has or offers to have or requests to have nonmarital sexual intercourse for anything of value. 
 
(2) Commits or offers to commit or requests to commit an act of sexual gratification, in public or 
in private, involving the sex organ of one person and the mouth or anus of another for anything 
of value. 
 
(3) Is an inmate of a place of prostitution. 
 
(4) Masturbates a person or offers to masturbate a person or requests to be masturbated by a 
person for anything of value. 
 
(5) Commits or offers to commit or requests to commit an act of sexual contact for anything of 
value. 
 
 
 
WIS. STAT. ANN. § 948.07 (2011). Child enticement.  
 
Whoever, with intent to commit any of the following acts, causes or attempts to cause any child 
who has not attained the age of 18 years to go into any vehicle, building, room or secluded place 
is guilty of a Class D felony: 
 
(1) Having sexual contact or sexual intercourse with the child in violation of s. 948.02, 948.085, 
or 948.095. 
 
(2) Causing the child to engage in prostitution. 
 
(3) Exposing a sex organ to the child or causing the child to expose a sex organ in violation of s. 
948.10. 
 
(4) Recording the child engaging in sexually explicit conduct. 
 
(5) Causing bodily or mental harm to the child. 
 
(6) Giving or selling to the child a controlled substance or controlled substance analog in 
violation of ch. 961. 
 
WIS. STAT. ANN. § 948.08 (2011). Soliciting a child for prostitution.  
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Whoever intentionally solicits or causes any child to engage in an act of prostitution or 
establishes any child in a place of prostitution is guilty of a Class D felony. 
 
WIS. STAT. ANN. § 948.05 (2011). Sexual exploitation of a child 
(1) Whoever does any of the following with knowledge of the character and content of the 
sexually explicit conduct involving the child may be penalized under sub. (2p): 
 
(a) Employs, uses, persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any child to engage in sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of recording or displaying in any way the conduct. 
 
(b) Records or displays in any way a child engaged in sexually explicit conduct. 
 
(1m) Whoever produces, performs in, profits from, promotes, imports into the state, reproduces, 
advertises, sells, distributes, or possesses with intent to sell or distribute, any recording of a child 
engaging in sexually explicit conduct may be penalized under sub. (2p) if the person knows the 
character and content of the sexually explicit conduct involving the child and if the person knows 
or reasonably should know that the child engaging in the sexually explicit conduct has not 
attained the age of 18 years. 
 
(2) A person responsible for a child's welfare who knowingly permits, allows or encourages the 
child to engage in sexually explicit conduct for a purpose proscribed in sub. (1)(a) or (b) or (1m) 
may be penalized under sub. (2p). 
 
(2p)(a) Except as provided in par. (b), a person who violates sub. (1), (1m), or (2) is guilty of a 
Class C felony. 
 
(b) A person who violates sub. (1), (1m), or (2) is guilty of a Class F felony if the person is under 
18 years of age when the offense occurs. 
 
(3) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution for violation of sub. (1)(a) or (b) or (2) if the 
defendant had reasonable cause to believe that the child had attained the age of 18 years. A 
defendant who raises this affirmative defense has the burden of proving this defense by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 
 
 
 
WYOMING  
 
WYO. STAT. ANN. § 6-4-101 (2011). Prostitution; penalties 
A person who knowingly or intentionally performs or permits, or offers or agrees to perform or 
permit an act of sexual intrusion, as defined by W.S. 6-2-301(a)(vii), for money or other property 
commits prostitution which is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than six 
(6) months, a fine of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or both. 
 
WYO. STAT. ANN. § 6-4-103 (2011). Promoting prostitution; penalties.  
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(a) A person commits a felony if he: 
 
(i) Knowingly or intentionally entices or compels another person to become a prostitute;  
 
(ii) Knowingly or intentionally procures, or offers or agrees to procure, a person for another 
person for the purpose of prostitution;  
 
(iii) Having control over the use of a place, knowingly or intentionally permits another person to 
use the place for prostitution; or  
 
(iv) Receives money or other property from a prostitute, without lawful consideration, knowing 
it was earned in whole or in part from prostitution.  
 
(b) The felony defined by this section is punishable by imprisonment for not more than three (3) 
years, a fine of not more than three thousand dollars ($3,000.00), or both. However, the crime is 
a felony punishable by imprisonment for not more than five (5) years, a fine of not more than 
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), or both, under paragraph (i) of subsection (a) of this section if 
the person enticed or compelled is under eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION  
 
18 U.S.C.A. § 1591 (2011). Sex trafficking of children or by force, fraud, or 
coercion  
(a) Whoever knowingly-- 
 
(1) in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States, recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, obtains, or 
maintains by any means a person; or  
 
(2) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a venture which 
has engaged in an act described in violation of paragraph (1),  
 
knowing, or in reckless disregard of the fact, that means of force, threats of force, fraud, coercion 
described in subsection (e)(2), or any combination of such means will be used to cause the 
person to engage in a commercial sex act, or that the person has not attained the age of 18 years 
and will be caused to engage in a commercial sex act, shall be punished as provided in 
subsection (b). 
 
(b) The punishment for an offense under subsection (a) is-- 
 
(1) if the offense was effected by means of force, threats of force, fraud, or coercion described in 
subsection (e)(2), or by any combination of such means, or if the person recruited, enticed, 
harbored, transported, provided, or obtained had not attained the age of 14 years at the time of 
such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for any term of years not less than 15 or 
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for life; or  
 
(2) if the offense was not so effected, and the person recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, 
provided, or obtained had attained the age of 14 years but had not attained the age of 18 years at 
the time of such offense, by a fine under this title and imprisonment for not less than 10 years or 
for life.  
 
(c) In a prosecution under subsection (a)(1) in which the defendant had a reasonable opportunity 
to observe the person so recruited, enticed, harbored, transported, provided, obtained or 
maintained, the Government need not prove that the defendant knew that the person had not 
attained the age of 18 years. 
 
(d) Whoever obstructs, attempts to obstruct, or in any way interferes with or prevents the 
enforcement of this section, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for a term not to exceed 20 
years, or both. 
 
(e) In this section: 
 
(1) The term “abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process” means the use or threatened use 
of a law or legal process, whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in any manner or for any 
purpose for which the law was not designed, in order to exert pressure on another person to cause 
that person to take some action or refrain from taking some action.  
 
(2) The term “coercion” means--  
 
(A) threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person;  
 
(B) any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform an 
act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or  
 
(C) the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process.  
 
(3) The term “commercial sex act” means any sex act, on account of which anything of value is 
given to or received by any person.  
 
(4) The term “serious harm” means any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, including 
psychological, financial, or reputational harm, that is sufficiently serious, under all the 
surrounding circumstances, to compel a reasonable person of the same background and in the 
same circumstances to perform or to continue performing commercial sexual activity in order to 
avoid incurring that harm.  
 
(5) The term “venture” means any group of two or more individuals associated in fact, whether 
or not a legal entity.  
 
 
AMERICAN SAMOA  
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AM. SAMOA CODE ANN. § 46.3701 (2011). Definitions.  
 
As used in this chapter: 
 
(a)Patronizes prostitution: a person “patronizes prostitution” if: 

(1) under a prior understanding, he gives something of value to another person as 
compensation for that person or a third person having engaged in sexual conduct with him or 
with another; 

(2) he gives or agrees to give something of value to another person on an understanding that in 
return there for that person or a third person will engage in sexual conduct with him or with 
another; or 

(3) he solicits or requests another person to engage in sexual conduct with him or with 
another, or to secure a third person to engage in sexual conduct with him or with another, in 
return for something of value. 
(b)Promoting prostitution: a person “promotes prostitution” if, acting other than as a prostitute or 
a patron of a prostitute, he knowingly: 

(1) causes or aids a person to commit or engage in prostitution; 
(2)  procures or solicits patrons for prostitution; 
(3) provides persons or premises for prostitution purposes; 
(4) operates or assists in the operation of a house of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise; 
(5) accepts or receives or agrees to accept or receive something of value under an agreement 

or understanding with any person where he participates or is to participate in proceeds of 
prostitution activity; or 

 (6) engages in any conduct designed to institute, aid, or facilitate an act or enterprise of 
prostitution. 
(c)Prostitution: a person commits “prostitution” if he engages or offers or agrees to engage in 
sexual conduct with another person in return for something of value to be received by the person 
or by a third person; 
(d)“Sexual conduct” occurs when there is: 

(1) “sexual intercourse” which has the meaning specified in subsection (c) of 46.3601; 
(2) “deviate sexual intercourse” which has the meaning specified in subsection (a) of 46.3601; 
(3) “sexual contact” which has the meaning specified in subsection (b) of 46.3601. 

(e)“Something of value” means any money or property, or any token, object or article 
exchangeable for money or property. 
 
AM. SAMOA CODE ANN. § 46.3702 (2011). Prostitution.   
(a)A person commits the crime of prostitution if he performs an act of prostitution. 
(b)Prostitution is a class B misdemeanor. 
 
AM. SAMOA CODE ANN. § 46.3704 (2011). Prostitution and patronizing 
prostitution-Sex of parties no defense when.  
In any prosecution for prostitution or patronizing a prostitute, the sex of the 2 parties or 
prospective parties to the sexual conduct engaged in, contemplated, or solicited is immaterial, 
and it is no defense that: 

(1) both persons were of the same sex; or 
(2) the person who received, agreed to receive, or solicited something of value was a male 

and the person who gave or agreed or offered to give something of value was a female. 
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AM. SAMOA CODE ANN. § 46.3705 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the first 
degree.  
(a)A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the first degree if he knowingly: 

(1) promotes prostitution by compelling a person to enter into, engage in, or remain in 
prostitution; or 

(2) promotes prostitution of a person less than 16 years old. 
(b) The term “compelling” includes: 

(1)  the use of forcible compulsion; 
(2) the use of a drug or intoxicating substance to render a person incapable of controlling his 

conduct or appreciating its nature; or 
(3) withholding or threatening to withhold dangerous drugs or a narcotic from a drug 

dependent person. 
(c)Promoting prostitution in the first degree is a class B felony. 
 
 
AM. SAMOA CODE ANN. § 46.3706 (2011). Promoting prostitution in the 
second degree.  
(a) A person commits the crime of promoting prostitution in the second degree if he knowingly 
promotes prostitution by managing, supervising, controlling, or owning, either alone or in 
association with others, a house of prostitution or a prostitution business or enterprise involving 
prostitution activity by 2 or more prostitutes. 
(b)Promoting prostitution in the second degree is a class C felony. 
 
GUAM  
 
GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 28.10 (2011). Prostitution Defined; Punishment 
Established; Definitions.  
(a) A person who engages in, or agrees to engage in, or offers to engage in, sexual penetration or 
sexual contact or in any sexual conduct or act with another person in return for a fee or in 
consideration of a pecuniary benefit commits the crime of prostitution. It is the intent of this 
section that guilt attach to both the payor and the recipient of the fee or pecuniary benefit that is 
the consideration for the act of prostitution, except that a police officer engaged in the 
performance of his or her official duties in the performance of an investigation of offenses 
committed under this chapter shall not be charged under this section. 
 
(b) (1) A person convicted of prostitution shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; or 
(2) A person convicted of a third offense of prostitution within three (3) years of the first two (2) 
offenses shall be guilty of a felony of the third degree; or 
(3) A person convicted of prostitution who is determined to have known that he or she was 
infected with either HIV or AIDS at the time of the commission of the act shall be guilty of a 
felony of the first degree. 
 
(c) As used in this section, the terms sexual penetration and sexual contact have the meanings 
provided by § 25.10 of this title. 
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GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 89.01(b)(2) (2011). Definitions (Crimes Against a 
Minor)  
(2) promoting prostitution, abetting prostitution, compelling prostitution, as defined and punished in 
Article 1 of Chapter 28 of Title 9 of the Guam Code Annotated, Prostitution, when the individual 
committing or engaging in prostitution is a minor;  
 
GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 28.15 (2011). Loitering for the Purpose of Soliciting 
to Engage in Prostitution.  
(a) For the purposes of this section, public place means any street, sidewalk, bridge, alley or 
alleyway, plaza, park, driveway, parking lot or transportation facility or the doorways and 
entrance ways to any building which fronts on any of the aforesaid places, or motor vehicle in, 
on or at such place, or in any building area which is open to the public. 
 
(b) Any person who remains or wanders about in a public place and repeatedly beckons to or 
repeatedly stops, or repeatedly attempts to stop, or repeatedly attempts to stop motor vehicles, or 
repeatedly interferes with the free passage of other persons for the purpose of committing 
prostitution shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 
GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 28.20 (2011). Promoting Prostitution; Punishment; 
Defense.  
(a) A person is guilty of promoting prostitution who: 
(1) owns, controls, manages, supervises or otherwise keeps, alone or in association with others, a 
place of prostitution or a prostitution enterprise; or 
(2) knowingly solicits, induces or causes a person to commit or engage in prostitution or to 
reside in or occupy a place of prostitution. 
 
(b) Promoting prostitution is a felony of the third degree. 
 
(c) It shall not be a defense to a prosecution under this section that the place of prostitution or 
prostitution enterprise is licensed for any purpose other than prostitution or that the act or the 
attempted act of prostitution that is promoted occurs at a place other than the site of the offense 
charged under this section. 
 
 
GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 28.25 (2011). Abetting Prostitution; Punishment.  
(a) A person is guilty of abetting prostitution who: 
(1)solicits a person to patronize a prostitute; or 
(2) procures a prostitute for himself, herself or another person; or 
(3) knowingly and for the purpose of prostitution, transports any person into, out of or within 
Guam, or who procures or pays for the transportation of any person into, out of or within Guam 
for the purpose of prostitution; or 
(4) knowingly permits prostitution in any premises under his or her possession or control or fails 
to make reasonable effort to halt or abate such use. For purposes of this paragraph, premises shall 
include a motor vehicle. 
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(b) (1) A person convicted of abetting prostitution shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; or 
(2) A person convicted of a third offense of abetting prostitution within three years of the first 
two offenses shall be guilty of a felony of the third degree. 
 
 
GUAM CODE ANN. tit. 9 § 28.30 (2011). Compelling Prostitution; Punishment.  
(a) A person is guilty of compelling prostitution who: 
(1) by force, threat or duress compels another to engage in, promote or abet prostitution; or 
(2) causes or aids a person under the age of eighteen (18) to commit or engage in, promote or 
abet prostitution; or 
(3) causes or aids his or her spouse, child or any person whose care, protection or support he or 
she is responsible for, to commit or engage in or aid or abet prostitution. 
 
(b) (1) A person convicted or compelling prostitution shall be guilty of a felony of the third 
degree; or 
(2) A person convicted of a third offense of compelling prostitution within three years of the first 
two offenses shall be guilty of a felony of the first degree. 
 
PUERTO RICO  
 
P.R. LAWS ANN. tit. 33 §4246 (2009): Perversion of minors  
Imprisonment for a fixed term of three (3) years or a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars 
($5,000) shall be imposed on:  
(a) Every person who intoxicates, induces, advises, incites or helps to intoxicate a minor under 
eighteen (18) years of age; or  
(b) every person who induces, advises, incites, intoxicates or helps to intoxicate any minor under 
eighteen (18) years of age with the mixture of toluene and acetone, commercially known as lacquer 
thinner; or  
(c) every person who sells, distributes or delivers to any minor under eighteen (18) years of age the 
mixture of toluene and acetone, commercially known as "lacquer thinner," without an authorization 
or registration of the Administration of Mental Health and Addiction Services; or  
(d) every proprietor, entrepreneur, administrator, management, director, clerk or employee of any 
public establishment or business who consents or tolerates the commission of any of the acts 
indicated in subsections (a)-(c) of this section in said establishment; or  
(e) every proprietor, administrator, director or person in charge of a house of prostitution or sodomy 
who admits or retains any minor under eighteen (18) years of age therein, and every father, mother or 
guardian who admits, or retains said minor, tolerates his admission or retention in said house; or  
(f) every proprietor, administrator, or person in charge of any establishment used in whole or in part 
as a bar or gambling place who permits any minor under eighteen (18) years of age to take part in 
gambling. Should there be aggravating circumstances, the penalty of imprisonment imposed herein 
may increased to a maximum of four (4) years; should there be extenuating circumstances, it may be 
reduced to a minimum of two (2) years. In those cases that the establishments or premises referred to 
in this section have been granted registrations or licenses, the cancellation or revocation thereof shall 
also be imposed as a penalty.  
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U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS  
 
V.I. CODE ANN. tit. 14 § 1027 (2010): Employment of minor to perform 
prohibited acts  
(a) Every person who (i) with knowledge that a person is a minor, or (ii) while in possession of 
such facts that he should reasonably know that such person is a minor, or (iii) any parent or 
guardian who has a minor under his or her control, knowingly permits, promotes, employs, uses, 
persuades, induces, or coerces such minor to engage in or assist others to engage in either posing 
or modeling alone or with others for purposes of preparing a film, photograph, negative, slide, or 
live performance involving sexual conduct by a minor, alone or with other persons or animals, 
for commercial purposes, is guilty of a felony and shall be fined not less than $50,000 and be 
imprisoned for not less than three years and not more than six years. 
(b) As used in subsection (a) of this section, ‘sexual conduct’ means any of the following, 
whether actual or simulated: sexual intercourse, oral copulation, sodomy, anal-oral copulation, 
masturbation, bestiality, sexual sadism, sexual masochism, any lewd or lascivious sexual 
activity, or excretory functions performed in a lewd or lascivious manner, whether or not any of 
the above conduct is performed alone or between members of the same or opposite sex or 
between humans and animals. An act is simulated when it gives the appearance of being actual 
sexual conduct. 


