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Learning Objectives

Courts play a significant role when handling 
CDL/CMV cases due to the fact their work 
product may be the final step in ensuring 
accurate conviction related information.

Upon completion of this presentation 
participants will have a better understanding of 
why it is important that those filing these cases 
must fully understand their roles in doing so. 



Learning Objectives

Participant must also understand that the 
judicial perspective today comes from many 
years of recognizing where things go wrong. 

➢ Why should judges be aware masking;

➢ The importance of the “complete” citation;

➢ Application of the terms “Conviction” and 
“Disqualifying Offenses” and applying them to 
CDL/CMV cases.



Requested skills to acquire from 

prior students (judges)

➢ “How-to better-read citations, how not to mask”

➢ “More effective adjudication of CDL cases”

➢ “Understand the penalties of CDL holders”

➢ Correctly identifying the CDL holder and the 

vehicles they operate (personal vehicles vs. 

CMV vehicles)

➢ The reason Court awareness of the subject is so 

important



“I really don’t handle many CDL cases”

➢Have you ever heard/said this?

➢Do you handle a traffic court?

➢Why would you think you don’t 

handle these cases?

➢How would you know?



Why Should You Care?

Why Should We Care?



Stakeholders

FMCSA

States Driver

Company

Enforcement and 
Prosecution 

Courts



TOOLS OF THE TRADE



Canon 1

A judge shall ….. Avoid impropriety 

and the appearance of impropriety

Rule 1.1: Compliance with the Law

A judge shall comply with the law, 

including the Code of Judicial Conduct.



Rule 1.2
Promoting Confidence in the Judiciary

A judge shall act at all times in a 

manner that promotes public 

confidence in the independence, 

integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary 

and shall avoid impropriety and the 

appearance of impropriety.



Canon 2
A judge shall perform the duties of judicial 

office impartially, competently, and diligently

Rule 2.2: Impartiality and Fairness

A judge shall uphold and apply the law, 

and shall perform all duties of judicial 

office fairly and impartially.



Canon 2 Rule 2.2

Impartiality and Fairness

➢ A Judge shall uphold and apply the law and 

shall perform all duties of judicial office fairly 

and impartially.

➢ B. Administrative Responsibilities

(2) Judges should require their staff and 

court officials subject to their direction and 

control to observe the standards of fidelity 

and diligence that apply to judges.



Masking

Because “masking” is prohibited to 

ensure all “convictions” appear on 

CDL history / record, one cannot 

comply with the masking prohibition 

unless the definition of “conviction” 

under 49 CFR 383.5 is understood.



The Basic Steps

CONSISTANT 

ENFORCEMENT

SUBJECT MATTER 

KNOWLEDGE BY PEO/DEF

PROCEDURAL / COURT 

STAFF IDENTIFICATION 

OF THESE CASES

TIMELY AND PROPER 

CONVICTION RECORDING  AT 

STATE LEVEL
WILL 

STOP 

MASKING



➢ Common issues:

• CVE Officers vs. Non-CVE Officers

◼Education varies

◼Perceptions vary

◼Opinions vary (ex: roadside reductions)

• Masking is often not understood by 

most. Do not assume that it is.



CONSISTANT 

ENFORCEMENT



Truck driver trapped for an hour 

in crash that closed I-81 North



A little knowledge is dangerous

WRONG LICENSE 

CLASS

VIOLATION

FOLLOWING TOO 

CLOSE

383.51 (Table2) (4)



WRONG LICENSE 

CLASS

IMPROPER LANE 

CHANGE

383.51 (Table 2) (3)



Class changed to Class A

Transportation Law 

Not 

Vehicle and Traffic 

Law

So no third serious 

traffic violation !!!!

383.51 (Table2) (2)

An observant court clerk  

found this.



SUBJECT MATTER 

KNOWLEDGE BY PEO/DEF



The Court’s

Role



The Court’s

Role

➢ Who was affected?

➢ Occupants of the 

vehicles and all 

acquaintances

➢ First responders, fire, 

police, medical, 

environmental spill?

➢ Co-workers or 

customers?

➢ Hospital and nursing 

home supplies were 

delayed in this incident



The Court’s

Role

➢ Increased education will 
increase judicial 
awareness

➢ Remind yourself of the 
potential consequences 
when minimizing the 
outcome of these cases

➢ Timely adjudication and 
reporting of these cases 
no matter what the 
disposition may be



The Court’s

Role

➢ Understand  that 
these cases are not 
merely traffic cases

➢ The consequences of 
an incident are much 
more severe

➢ Are we the last 
resort to ensuring 
public safety? 



PROCEDURAL / COURT STAFF 

IDENTIFICATION OF THESE CASES

➢ Citation identification needs to be a priority in every 

court at the time filed through timely disposition.

➢ The value the court clerks provide should not be 

minimized in identifying CDL/ CMV cases.

➢ Be aware and know the subject, reliance on the other 

parties minimizes the public’s trust and confidence in 

our courts.

➢ Timely notifications of convictions !!!!!!!!



Why Should We 

Care?



What can we all do?

Very simple steps:

➢Understand and recognize the 

stakeholders involved in the 

process.

➢Understand the definitions: 

Disqualification and Conviction

➢Know the Citation



What can we all do?

➢Locate the Disqualification Tables

➢Recognize the importance of these 

few violations and the special 

attention needed when they are 

filed in your courts.

➢Has Covid changed driving habits?



A Quick Recap

30

PART 383—COMMERCIAL 

DRIVER'S LICENSE STANDARDS; 

REQUIREMENTS AND PENALTIES

§383.51   Disqualification of drivers.

PART 384—STATE COMPLIANCE 

WITH COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S 

LICENSE PROGRAM

§384.226   Prohibition on masking 

convictions.



A Simple Equation

Conviction
➢ Be aware of the definition.

➢ Be aware of the prior record when the time 

is right.

➢ It’s not always a CMV, it could be the 

personal vehicle with the family in it. 

➢ Is it disqualifying?



A Simple Equation

Conviction
+

Disqualification
(know the offenses: what they are 

and where to find them)



Specific 

Violations

Top Row

Describes  

Vehicle  and  

Conviction 

Event

Table 1



49 CFR § 383.51(c) Warrants CDL 

Disqualification Upon Conviction for 2 

or More 

“Serious Violations”



Table 2

Specific 

Violations



A Simple Equation

Conviction

+

Disqualification

+

Citation Familiarization

Reductions of Masking Incidents



HAZMAT

License Class

Description

Vehicle Make

DOT Number

Commercial Vehicle

Statute Number

Key Identifiers in the Citation



Do Traffic Violations Matter?

• Table at right is from: Boris, C., & 
Murray, D. (2018). Predicting 
Truck Crash Involvement: 2018 
Update. The American 
Transportation Research Institute. 
Arlington, Virginia. Page 15.

• Research shows certain traffic 
violation are associated with an 
increased likelihood of being 
involved in a crash

• Those with Reckless Driving 
violations and Failure to Yield 
Right of Way violations were more 
than twice as likely to be involved 
in a crash compared to those 
without these violations

• Drivers with certain violation 
types in their records are more 
likely than those without those 
violations to be involved in 
crashes later

• Masking of offenses prevents 
drivers from being disqualified



Table 2

Specific 

Violations



Finally

Is there anything you may do 

differently now that we’ve 

offered you some tools to 

repair some of the 

breakdowns?



QUESTIONS

Thanks for taking the time today to do your part in 
improving safety on our highways. Let’s continue to 
prevent breaking the chain that binds us.



Something to think about…

“Two roads diverged in a woods, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference”.

“Robert Frost”


